
After a prospector had registered his claim, The British South Africa
Company were anxious to insure that the miner was actively exploiting
the claim by sinking a shaft 30ft. in depth which had to be completed
within four months. On completion of this work he had to apply for an
Inspection Certificate at a cost of fifteen shillings. Paragraphs 26 and 27
of the 1890 Ordinance full details of this requirement.

Inspection Certificates and Certificates of Extra Work

However if no work was done, at his
discretion a Mining Commissioner could
issue a certificate for a cost of £30 or
£60 for a subsequent inspection.

The 1895 Ordinance introduced
a system of annual inspections
which required the claimholder
to undertake 30ft of bona fide
development work within 120
days of registration and in sub-
sequent years at least 60 feet of
development work to obtain an
Inspection Certificate. The cost
of the certificate was reduced to
10/-. If insufficient work was
undertaken the claim was
considered to be abandoned.
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The 1898 Ordinance made further changes to the regulations 
formalising the concept of a certificate by “Work” or by 
“Payment”. A certificate by Work continued to cost 10/-
whereas a “Certificate by Payment” cost

First Inspection £5
Second Inspection £10
Third and fourth Inspections £20
Fifth and subsequent inspections £30

The need for annual inspections caused concern among 
claimholders who had registered their claims prior to 1895. To 
pacify them the 1898 Ordinance decreed that all claims 
registered prior to 21st August 1895 and for which only one 
Inspection Certificate had been obtained on or before the 31st

December 1898, second, third, fourth and fifth Inspection 
Certificates would be issued without payment provided they 
were applied for by 31st December of the year in question. A 
special Inspection Certificate was introduced for this purpose of 
which only one example is recorded.

.

Illustrations of recorded certificates are listed 
in order of rate of duty not in order of value 
of stamps used, thus a certificate covering 
two years and bearing a £1 stamp is listed 
under Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates.
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Permits of Concentration and Certificates of Extra Work are included in 
this section because of their close association with Inspection Certificates.

Sections 25 and 26 of the 1895 Ordinance introduced the concept of a 
Permit of Concentration. This allowed a miner to offset additional work 
undertaken on one claim towards obtaining an Inspection Certificate at 
the 10/- rate for another claim for which he had not undertaken the 
prescribed amount of work..

The 1898 Ordinance replaced the Permit of Concentration with  a 
Certificate of Extra Work which allowed every extra 30ft. of work done on 
one location to be offset against another block in order to obtain an 
Inspection Certificate for that block. However the purpose of both 
regulations were very similar and the cost was again 10/-

A Permit of Concentration 
cost 10/-. Only one such 

certificate has been recorded.
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Fifteen Shilling Inspection Certificates

12th May 1892
Victoria

10 Claims

12th May 1892
Victoria

10 Claims



Fifteen Shilling Inspection Certificates

9th January1893 
Victoria

10 Claims

5

26th October 1892
Sinoia

10 Claims
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Fifteen Shilling Inspection Certificates

24th September 1894
Bulawayo
20 Claims

15th October 1894
Bulawayo
20 Claims

6



Fifteen Shilling Inspection Certificates

12th May 1894
Bulawayo
20 Claims

Reverse of No.12
(One stamp missing, incorrect rate)
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Inspection Certificate for Claims Registered prior to 21st August 1895

Inspection Certificate for Claims registered 
before 21st August 1899

23rd September 1899
Bulawayo 8



Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

20th December 1899
Umtali

First by Work

20th March 1900
Bulawayo

First by Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

1st June 1900
Bulawayo

First by Work

12th April 1900
Bulawayo

Second by Extra Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

18th December 1901
Bulawayo

Second by Work

1st August 1900
Bulawayo

First and Second by Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

18th December 1901
Bulawayo

Second by Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

23rd April 1904
Hartley

Sixth and seventh by Payment
Fees except 10/- remitted under Notice 156

23rd April 1904
Hartley

Fifth and sixth by Payment
Fees except 10/- remitted under Notice 156
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

23rd April 1904
Hartley

Fifth and sixth by Payment
Fees except 10/- remitted under Notice 156
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9th March 1905
Bulawayo

First by Extra by Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

15
3rd August 1904

Victoria
Seventh by Extra by Work



Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

21st February 1906
Bulawayo

Second by Extra Work

7th October 1905
Bulawayo

First by Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

23rd February 1906
Salisbury

First by Work

23rd February 1906
Salisbury

First by Work
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18th April 1908
Gwelo

Second by Extra Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

21st April 1906
Salisbury

First by Extra Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

3rd July 1912
Gwelo

Fifteenth by Extra Work

5th December 1912
Gwelo

Fifteenth by Extra Work 19



Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

25th May 1913
Gwelo

Sixteenth by Extra Work

24th April 1913
Gwelo

Tenth by Extra Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

8th September 1913
Gwelo

Ninth by Extra Work

26th May 1913
Gwelo

Sixteenth by Extra Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

23rd July 1914
Bulawayo

Eight by Work

23rd July 1914
Bulawayo

Ninth by Work 23
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

10th March 1910
Bulawayo

4th by Extra Work



Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

30th December 1914
Umtali

Sixth to Fifteenth by Extra Work

4th September 1914
Bulawayo

First and Second by Extra Work
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9th December 1919
Bulawayo

Fifth by Extra Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

11th September 1919
30 Chrome Claims

Lomagundi
Second by Extra Work
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5th May1920
Bulawayo

Fourteenth by Extra Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

6th January 1925
30 Chrome Claims

Lomagundi
First by Extra Work
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

13th January 1925
30 Chrome Claims

Lomagundi
First by Work

12th January 1925
30 Maganese Claims

Salisbury
Second by Extra Work 28



1st January 1925
30 Chrome Claims

Lomagundi
First by Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates
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Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates

13th June 1925
Lomagundi

Third by Extra Work
It is not understood why the duty was £1-10-0

18th May 1937
Bulawayo

Sixth by Extra Work for three blocks
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1st October 1937
Bulawayo

Sixth by Extra Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates
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16th September 1939
Bulawayo

First by Work

5th January 1940
Bulawayo

Second by Work

Ten Shilling Inspection Certificates
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1st Septemberb1898
Salisbury

First by Payment

Five Pound Inspection Certificates
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Five Pound Inspection Certificates

21st August 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment

21st August 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment
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21st August 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment

21st August 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment

Five Pound Inspection Certificates
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21st August 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment

Five Pound Inspection Certificates
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Five Pound Inspection Certificates

21st September 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment

21st September 1899
Bulawayo

First by Payment
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Five Pound Inspection Certificates

6th January 1900
Salisbury

First by Payment

6th January 1900
Salisbury

First by Payment
Copper Reef Location
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27th December 1900
Bulawayo

First by Payment

Five Pound Inspection Certificates
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Five Pound Inspection Certificates

22nd November 1901
Bulawayo

First by Payment

17th January 1901
Bulawayo

First by Payment

40



Five Pound Inspection Certificates

3rd July 1902
Mazoe

First by Payment

27th December 1901
Bulawayo

First by Payment
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Five Pound Inspection Certificates

17th March 1904
Hartley

First by Payment

20th April 1904
Bulawayo

First by Payment
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Five Pound Inspection Certificates

7th November 1905
Bulawayo

First by Payment

7th November 1905
Bulawayo

First by Payment 43



Five Pound Inspection Certificates

28th December 1905
Bulawayo

First by Payment

6th February 1906
Bulawayo

First by Payment 44



9th January 1911
Bulawayo

First by Payment

13th March 1908
Gwelo

First by Payment

Five Pound Inspection Certificates
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Ten Pound Inspection Certificates

30th September 1899
Gwelo

Second by Payment

30th September 1899
Gwelo

Second by Payment
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Ten Pound Inspection Certificates

31st July 1903
Bulawayo

Second by Payment 30th December 1904
Hartley

Second by Payment
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Twenty Pound Inspection Certificates

13th August 1901
Bulawayo

Third by Payment

13th August 1901
Bulawayo

Third by Payment
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Twenty Pound Inspection Certificates

22nd November 1904
Bulawayo

Fourth by Payment

25th November 1903
Bulawayo

Third by Payment
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26th September 1903
Victoria

Sixth by Payment
£20 remitted by order of Administrator 

Thirty Pound Inspection Certificates

50



Thirty Pound Inspection Certificates

24th December 1904
Bulawayo

Fifth by Payment

24th December 1904
Bulawayo

Fifth by Payment
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Permit of Concentration

7th January 1899
Bulawayo
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Certificate of Extra Work

10th April 1901
Bulawayo

10th April 1901
Bulawayo
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9th December 1910
Bulawayo

9th December 1910
Bulawayo

Certificate of Extra Work
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9th December 1910
Bulawayo

Certificate of Extra Work
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9th December 1910
Bulawayo

Certificate of Extra Work

Reverse of 3260
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