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Postal stationery cards –

fulfilled a clear purpose  

• A cheap and easy means of communication 

• Akin to the text message of today

• A nuance  - use of the terms “Internal” and 
“External” 

• Used extensively for 
• Brief messages of a personal or business nature
• Christmas and New Year’s messages
• Updates on location
• Orders for commercial goods
• Price lists and advertising materials
• Additions to collections of philatelists
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Early dates relevant to post 

cards

• July 20th, 1891, postal rates defined but no 
specific reference is made to post cards.

• April 27th, 1894, Proud states 1d post cards 
were issued for Internal use and on August 

26th, 1894, 2d post cards were issued 

for External use.

• The first Postal Guide (1899) quotes prices 
for the sale of post cards ½d post card ¾d; 

1d post card 1¼d; 2d post card 2¼d and 

prices are quoted for quantities up to 12.
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Internal postal rates 

Quoted by Proud (1997) page 
130.
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External postal rates - July 

1898
Letters Book Packets Newspapers

(Registration fee 4d) Per ½ oz. Every 2 oz.
Per paper not 

exceeding 4 oz.

Within the protectorate 1d. 1d. 1d.

Northern Rhodesia 2d. 1d. 1d.

India, Aden, Burmah,             

E. Africa, South Africa, 

inclusive of Cape Colony, 

Natal, Orange F.S., 

Transvaal and 

Mashonaland

4d. 2d. 1d.

United Kingdom 6d. 2d. 2d.

Chinde 4d. 2d. 1d.

Foreign countries & British 

possessions other than 

those mentioned above

6d. 2d. 2d.

Post Cards

½d.

1d.

2d.

2d.

1d.

2d.

Quoted by Proud (1997) page 128.
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Imperial 

Penny 

Post 

Scheme

December 

25th, 1898

Post cards 

each 1d.
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Some later External rates for 

post cards

• May 1st, 1899, British Concession Chinde considered to be 
part of the Protectorate for postal purposes.

• April 1st, 1906, rates to Southern Rhodesia, N.E. 
Rhodesia and Moçambique were reduced, post cards 1d.

• September 16th, 1918, post cards each 1d, may not exceed 

5½ x 3½ inches nor be less than 4 x 2¾ inches. War 
Tax levied ½d within the protectorate 1d for the U.K. 
and other parts of the world.

• 1928 Postal Rates quoted by the Crown Agents - British 
Empire

1½d; Foreign 1½ d. 

• Later air mail rates were complex.
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The cards and the face values

• 1894 1d Internal, 2d External

• 1895 ½d Internal, 1d Internal, 2d External

• 1899 ½d Internal, 1d External

• 1903 ½d, 1d – no longer a reference to 
Internal or External

• 1908 ½d, 1d, 2d

• 1919 ½d, 1d 

• 1938 1d
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Production of the post cards

• Available archival material varies by issue and 
by printer.

• Bradbury Wilkinson – limited.

• De la Rue – more extensive except for the 1895 
issue.

• Specimens – surprisingly plentiful especially 
for the 1895 and 1899 issues. The numbers 
required changed frequently.
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Proofs for 

the 1894 

Cards

• Dated April 11th, 
1893.

• Ex Bradbury 
Wilkinson archives.
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Archival 

Specimen 

of 

unknown 

origin
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Bradbury Wilkinson Specimen 

perforation
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Production of the 1895 post 

cards

• December 11th, 1894, H.  H. Johnson submits to De la Rue his large 
drawing for stamp design and submits sample postcards.

• December 17th, 1894, De la Rue writes “[y]ou farther wished us to 
quote for Postcards ….and we will, before you leave England, 
supply you with a printed list of our prices together with a 
complete set of samples”. 

• December 20th, 1894, T. Andros De la Rue writes “I am having 
samples of Post Cards … prepared which I hope will be ready to-
morrow, when I will send them, together with a printed Schedule 
of Prices.”

• December 21st, 1894, samples sent, recommending grey card and not 
blue.

• December 24th, 1894, De la Rue admits a misunderstanding about 
designs and states it would be necessary to engrave the special 
heading Johnson requested at a cost of 4 Pounds. Recommending 
printing in two colours only for reasons of economy.
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The State of North Africa 

samples
• Frequently classified as for Nyasaland or Zanzibar.

• Circa 1894 used by De la Rue as “sample” stamps/designs.

• Believed to represent the samples submitted to Johnson by 
De la Rue.
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December 28th, 1894, 

invitation to visit De la 

Rue’s works and submission 

of a sample of the card 

stock 
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Submissi

on of 

the 

order by 

Johnson

December 26th, 

1894, Johnson 

submits his order 

and models 

showing 

amendments.
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De la Rue responds in late 

December 1894

• December 27th, 1894, De la Rue confirms 
Johnson’s instruction External should be 

printed in the yellow of the border and the 

word Internal in black.

• December 27th, 1894, Pro Forma invoice for 
20,000 cards 

4 ¾ “x 3” and 30,000 cards 5 1/8” x 3 5/16“. 

• December 29th, 1894, Johnson approves the post 
card design and the estimate but obsesses about 

the yellow colour of the border.
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Production of the post cards 

in 1895
• January 24th, 1895, De la Rue admits confusion about whether the 
Internal card should be for ½d or 1d and the External card 1d or 2d 
and quote Three Pounds for preparing a ½d duty plate if required.

• February 5th, 1895, James Henderson (acting agent for the British 
Central Africa Administration) writes “there are to be “Internal” 
post cards of ½ d and 1d value. The “External” post cards are to 
be of 2d value.”

• February 8th, 1895, Mr. Cunningham (Secretary to the British Central 
Africa Administration) confirms the order for 10,000 ½ d cards, 
10,000 1d cards and 

30,000 2d cards.

• February 11th, 1895, De la Rue confirms the stamp duty on the ½d post 
card should be printed in the yellow colour of the border; shipment 
planned by the end of the month.

• March 7th, 1895, Henderson asks if there could be a 5% discount; De 
la Rue declines.

• April 26th, 1895, 1,000 of each card delivered to the Crown Agents to 
be sold to persons who require them.

• Production beset by clerical errors and confusion on pricing.
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Specimens of 

the 1895 post 

cards

• 29th April, 1895, 736 
Specimens of each card 
delivered to The 
Secretary, General Post 
Office London.

19



Comparing 

the 1894 

and 1895 1d 

post cards
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Comparing 

the 1894 

and 1895 

2d post 

cards
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Production of the 1899 ½d 

Internal post card 

• Requisition 19/1899 submitted February 14th, 
1899, for 12,000 post cards.

• February 22nd, 1899, De la Rue enclosed 
specimens of the cards printed in a 

variety of colours; 24-set printing plate 

cost Twelve Pounds.  Delivery in 8 weeks 

from receipt of final instructions.  Usual 

Specimens required.

• Adoption of a standard size.
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The ½d post 

card die –

proof from the 

De la Rue Day 

Book
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Colour trials for the 1899 ½d 

Internal post card 
• Six colour trials submitted to the Crown 
Agents for approval.

• Requisition for 12,000 post cards.
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Colour trial in green approved by 

Chief Crown Agent Sir William 

Hepworth Mercer  - February 24th, 

1899
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De la Rue’s record for the 

order for the ½d Internal post 

card 
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Production of the 1899 1d 

External post card
• Requisition 35/1899 submitted April ? 1899 for 12,000 1d post 
cards.  

• April 14th, 1899, De la Rue submitted specimens of the post cards 
they proposed to supply; cost of the post card 24-set plate 
Twelve Pounds; the cost of the cards themselves under table 25 
of the “Schedule”.

• April 20th, 1899, De la Rue recommends adopting the standard size 
card and described Johnson’s design as “peculiar”; printing the 
lettering in black would be more expensive.

• August 2nd, 1899, De la Rue advise compliance with Article 15 of 
the Washington U.P.U. Convention requires “Carte Postale” to be 
added and would require new plates.

• January 6th, 1900, De la Rue submits alternative proposals to 
comply with requirements.

• January 24th, 1900, Correspondence about inclusion of words “Union 
Postale Universelle”.
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Essay for the 1899 1d External 

post card

• Requisition 35/99. 

• April 14th, 1899.

• Requisition for 
12,000 post cards.

• Approved by Sir 
William Hepworth 
Mercer May 2nd, 
1899.
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De la Rue’s record for the order 

for the 1d External post card 
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De la Rue’s record for altering 

the plate for the 1899 External 

1d post card 

Removal of the reference to Universal Postal Union.
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Specimens of the 1899 ½d and 

1d post cards

• 750 Specimens 
of each card 
prepared.

• Five examples 
distributed 
to each 
member of the 
U.P.U.
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1902 proposal for  new issue of 

stamps and post cards for King 

Edward VII
• Requisition 120/02 November 2nd, 1902, requesting 
designs for ½d and 1d post cards.

• November 11th, 1902, Appendix submitted with 
specimens for ½d and 1d post cards.

• Previously on August 29th, 1902, J. T. Gosling 
(Postmaster General) pointed out that the 
Protectorate was not included in the Postal 
Union.

• Proposed Order ½d post card 24,000, 1d  post 
cards 24,000, made up in packets of 12 and 
bundles of 20 packets. 
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November 11th, 1902, essays –

value tablets hand painted 
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1902 1d essay with 

page from which 

removed
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December 11th, 

1902 

The Foreign Office 

requests changes to 

banner heading and 

inscriptions including 

removal of the words 

Internal and External.
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New banner 

headings, 

but 

confusion 

continues  

over 

U.P.U. 

membership
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Foreign Office Confusion 

continues

• February 24th, 1903, De la Rue offers to 
produce post cards from the old plates 

because it would take two months to make 

new plates.

• February 28th, 1903, Crown Agents requests 
printing of a supply of postcards from 

the old plates – one half of the 

quantities named in the requisition. 

Sufficient to last six months.
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De la Rue’s record for the 

order for the 1903 post cards
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The 1903 post cards in the 

Oak-Leaf design

Removal of words 

Internal and 

External.
39



Transition to Nyasaland – the 

1908 post cards 

• Requisition 3/08 January 7th, 
1908.

• January 9th, 1908, De la Rue 
quotes three post card 
plates at Twelve Pounds each 
and printing 9,600 post cards 

each of ½d, 1d and 2d. 
Questions about lettering. 

• January 31st, 1908, Crown Agents 
confirms that Nyasaland does 

not belong to the Postal 
Union. 

• Curious reference that the 2d 
post cards may be taken to 
mean 1d reply cards. No reply 
cards were issued.
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De la Rue’s record for the 

order for the 1908 post cards

Note deletion of Reply cards.
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Specimens of the Edward VII 

post cards

• June 26th, 1903, 
Crown Agents 
questions the 
overcharge of 1d 
for overprinting 
Specimens of the 
stamps and 
postcards required.
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1908 ½d and 2d Specimens 
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Madagascar Archive Specimens

• Reduced number 
of examples 

sent to member 

countries –

now three. 
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June 7th,1919, 

George V post 

cards
• September 23rd, 1919, proof 

approved and returned by 

the Crown Agents.

• September 24th, 1919, De la 
Rue asks if the 

Universal Postal Union 

lettering should be used 

for the 1d card with the 

word Nyasaland in 

English only.
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King George Vth Master proofs 

– stationery die 
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De la Rue’s record for the 

order for the 1919 post cards
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The 1919 post cards 

The number of 

Specimens required 

changed frequently -

1913, 1915, 1926, 

1927 and 1929.
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Production of the King George 

VI post card

• Card stock sample.

• Die proof, a similar proof 
C 243 dated 22/3/38 

exists.
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Banner 

Headings for 

the King 

George VI 

post card
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De la Rue’s record for the 

order for the King George VI  

post card
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The issued 

King George 

VI post 

card and 

Specimen

Order for 3,000 post cards. 
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Uses of the B.C.A. and Nyasaland 

postal stationery cards

• Advertising

• Agriculture

• Airmail

• Churches and the Missions

• Gun Boats

• Military Campaigns

• Perceptions

• Philatelists

• Posts and Telegraphs 

• Publications 

• Destinations 
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Advertising - 1895 calendar 

for the Kubala stores, 

Blantyre
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Agriculture –

Coffee growing

Request for a book Coffee its History and Cultivation. 55



Airmail  - January 14th, 1933, 

rate reduced to 8d from 1/4

King Edward 

VII post card 

uprated to 8d.  

Cape Town to 

London route 

Cairo to 

Alexandria 

section by 

rail replaced 

by air 

service.
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Airmail - Nyasaland to 

Southern Rhodesia 

King Edward VII and 

King George V cards 

uprated.
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Churches and their Missions –

Likoma Island

Likoma Island to the 

Universities Mission in 

London. 
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The Universities Mission -

Likoma Island postmark
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Dr Robert Laws (1851-

1934)

Head of 

Livingstonia

Mission. Born 

Mannofield, 

Aberdeen. 
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To Douglas Wood of the Rusitu

Mission, Melsetter, Rhodesia 

Unusually routed via Mount Selinda instead of Umtali.

There is no reference to Singwekwi Mission.
Courtesy Mark Loomis.
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Gun Boats – mailed to H.M.S. 

Pioneer
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Mailed from the Pioneer
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Mailed from the Dove 
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Mailed from the Mosquito
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Mailed from the Herald
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Military 

Campaigns –

Mpezeni

campaign, anti-

slavery action
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Fort Maguire – named after 

Captain Cecil Montgomery Maguire, 

died December 15th, 1891
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King’s African Rifles in 

Somaliland 
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The recipient – Vice 

Consul, Berbera

Harry Edward Spiller 

Cordeaux entered the Bombay 

Political Department in 

1898, and that year was 

appointed Assistant Resident 

at Berbera.  He was 

appointed Vice-Consul at 

Berbera on October 15th, 

1900,] and promoted to 

Consul on November 15th, 

1902, serving until 1906.
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The sender –

Herbert Edward 

Olivey
Captain - Suffolk 

Regiment, killed in action 

in Somaliland while 

serving with the 2nd

Battalion, King’s African 

Rifles, on April 17th, 

1903, aged 32 years.
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Perceptions of B.C.A. 

–

my place of exile … in 

this desert
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Sent by J. T. Gosling, 

Postmaster General
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Philatelists 

… the first B.C.A. 

Post Card which has 

arrived in 

Montrose?
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Posts, Telegraphs and Mail 

Handling
• The Congo Telegraph – 1899-
1901: 

a project of Richard Mohun 
to connect the Belgian Congo 
with the East Coast of 
Africa by telegraph.

75



October 1st, 1895, reduced 

postal rates to Angoniland

June 11th, 

1899, from 

Fort Mlangeni.
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Mis-Sent to Chinde

77



Chinde -treated as foreign in 

error
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Short paid
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Uprating of Internal post 

cards  
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Use of the 1d on 3/-

provisional July 16th, 1898
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Uprating of the 1903 ½d post 

card
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Uprating of the 1908 Nyasaland  

post cards  

83



Revenue cancellations 
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Showground Limbe

1932 Showground 

Limbe, 1933 Limbe 

Showground
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Publications

Referencing the Central 

African Planter 
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The British Central Africa 

Gazette
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Destinations – 1895 Holland 

88



1898 Niger Coast

89



1899 Perak, Malaya
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1900 Ontario, Canada
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1900 German Nyasaland 
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1901 - Moçambique
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1897 – New South Wales, 

Australia 
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Enough !
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