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1925 AND 1929

Early part flights
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These two covers were posted in South Africa. The first in 1925, posted in Cape Town addressed to Salisbury, was

carried by air to Durban by the South African Air Force experimental service, which operated for 15 weeks between

March and June 1925.

The second, posted in Durban in 1929 addressed to Selukwe, was carried by air to Johannesburg by Union
Airways. Union Airways operated as an independent company for five years, from 1929 to 1934, before being taken

over by the government as South African Airways.

Both covers would then have travelled to Southern Rhodesia by train. The first cover arrived in Salisbury on 3 May

1925; the second cover does not have an arrival stamp. The covers each bear the 4d airmail charge. 5



1931

East Africa service

Prior to February 1931 Imperial Airways had operated a service to India through Cairo. On 28 February 1931 the first
scheduled service down the Nile to Mwanza at the bottom of Lake Victoria commenced. The service continued to
operate for about a year before being replaced with the scheduled service through the Rhodesias and onto Cape Town.

1T London, W. 26
0. 649__'
» l!II “nu

Cover posted Oxford Street, London 27 February 1931 Then by train to Dar-es-Salaam arrived 14 March 1931
Departed Croydon 28 February 1931 (service AS1) By ship to Beira arrived 24 March 1931
Offloaded Mwanza, Tanganyika 10 March 1931 Arrived Salisbury 27 March 1931

Arrived Selukwe 28 March 1931



1931

‘Christmas’ - ‘Experimental’ —

‘Positioning’ Flight

Incoming mail
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PAR . AVION
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Loandon - Salisbury. Imperial Airways Limited,
Salisbury, Rhodesis.

e y

Cachet Cover Club
7371 Maple Avenue
Maplewood, Missouri

Cover posted in Khartoum on 12 December 1931. Carried
on AS41 to Broken Hill. Arrived 19 December 1931.

Cover posted in Hudson Place, London in December 1931.
Arrived Salisbury on 19 December 1931

TLIGHT

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

FIRST
<&

Khartoum to Cape Town,

IMPERIAL
ATRWAYS

MR. THOMAS E. FIELD,
%. STANDARD BANK OF S2UTH AFRICA,

BROKEN HILL,
NORTHERN RHODEZSIA.

THE FIRST AIR MAIL-
between

_ ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA




1931

‘Christmas’ - ‘Experimental’ — ‘Positioning’ Flight
Internal mail

Cover posted in Broken Hill on 17 December 1931.
Arrived at Salisbury on 19 December 1931.

Mr., J, Robertson,
Poste Restante,

SALISBURYT,

Cover posted at Fort Victoria on 14 December 1931. Carried by train to
Gwelo and then to Salisbury, arriving on 16 December 1931.

Carried on the Christmas flight to Bulawayo on 20 December 1931.

It was returned by rail to Gwelo and then back to Fort Victoria.

The postage of 4d was correct for internal air mail.




1931

‘Christmas’ - ‘Experimental’ — ‘Positioning’ Flight
Outgoing mail

1 T, A )

First Flieht.

s.PhillijS ESQ. ’

7, Conifer Roead,
Sde Point,

e Rt j CAPE TOWN.

BRUKEN H | 3

Posted Bulawayo 19 December 1931
Arrived by air Cape Town 21 December 1931
Carried by ‘Arundel Castle’ from Cape Town 25 December 1931
Arrived Southampton 11 January 1932
Arrived Salcombe 12 January 1932
Postage paid 7%2d to cover air to Cape Town and surface to UK

Posted Broken Hill 16 December 1931
Arrived Cape Town 21 December 1931

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION




1931

‘Christmas’ - ‘Experimental’ — ‘Positioning’ Flight
Outgoing mail

S 85 Nyasaland covers flown Salisbury southbound
_BY AIR' MAIL - & of which 25 were addressed to the UK
" PAR AVION

Master Trevor Pope,
3/o Mrs J.W. Crompton)
forkley House,
"coraner Bigkley & Tirmount Roads,

Seapoint,

Capetown.

EXPERIMENTAL FLiCHT

[l S Vg

Cover posted in Zomba, Nyasaland, on 12 December 1931 and carried by train to Salisbury arriving 16
December 1931

‘Experimental flight’ cachet placed in Salisbury. Loaded on IA flight at Salisbury on 20 December 1931
Arrived Cape Town 21 December 1931



1932

First scheduled southbound service (AS47)
Incoming mail

IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS

SERVICE

between

ENGLAND

and

SOUTH-AFRICA

EERSTE GEREELDE LUGPOS
LONDEN—KAAPSTAD

MR. THOMAS E. FIELD,

%. STANDARD BANK. OF SOQUTH AFRICA,
BROKEN HILL, ’
NORTHERN RHODESIA.

Cover posted in Athens on 23 January 1932 and carried by
Imperial Airway (AS47) arriving in Broken Hill on 30 January 1932.

One of 540 covers posted from Croydon Aerodrome on 20
January 1932 and caried to Northern Rhodesia on the first
scheduled southbound service (AS47) which commenced
from Croydon on 20 January 1932 and reached Broken Hill
on 30 January 1932.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

STANDARD BANK OF S0UTH AFRICA,

BROKEN HILL,

SOUTH-/AFRICA NORTHERN I

EERSTE GEREER¥DE LUGPOS
LONDEN—KAAPSTAD 38

in




1932

First scheduled southbound service (AS47)
Incoming mail

MALTA TO MPIKA.

BY AIR MAIL Fav
PAR AVION | 2 /8)/“?; - :
' : F% JA I6 e - AVION = AIR MAIL
S h ‘<4\L_'\

Misa G.L.Collins,

|

I » e R

{ 1 T

: R ‘
4 o

4 x.-) ,Hx
M .Cotas
Poste Restanteé,

BROKEN HILL,
Northern Rhodesiaf

THE FIRST AIR MAIL-
between:

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA

Cover posted Valletta, Malta 16 January 1932
Valletta air mail surcharge 18 January 1932
Via Syracuse and Messina

Brindisi 22 January 1932

Alexandria 23 January 1932

Arrived Mpika 30 January 1932

Cover posted in Mbeya, Tanganyika, on 25 January 1932. Carried by
Imperial Airway (AS47) to Broken Hill, arriving on 30 January 1932.



1932
First scheduled southbound service (AS47)
Incoming mail flown from Broken Hill by ‘Puss Moth’

BY AR MAIL GBSkl Two covers posted in Salcombe, Devon, on 19 January
PAR AVION Lo 1932 and carried to Broken Hill by Imperial Airways
=i ' (AS47). Then carried to Salisbury and Bulawayo by The

R\g IR%{/-\I.Q[S Rhodesian Aviation Company ‘Puss Moth'’.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

IMPERIAL

Pl ol, g,
o SEH Havdy, £sa.,

560; Z‘)"/'c e /V;n >
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHARRICA Y78 Jalis fucc, . S fhoolesi a,i-[/

- CJd Atkin [‘;‘?-,
J/‘:z«" Q/aro/ 5“"'. i
THE FIRST AIR MAIL- j J. \AJ["I'(«“ Z/-gi »

between

ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA BuLawvaro .

Arrived Salisbury 31 January 1932
Arrived Beatrice Mine 1 February 1932

Arrived Bulawayo 1 February 1932




1932
First scheduled southbound service (AS47)
Outing mail flown by ‘Puss Moth’ to Germiston

PUBLISHED BY J. ROBERT

l‘m" AR Y. s (72; é/@

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL.
AEERLY 5 RN /5% .Wy

By the Fz'r:iAAs',r Mail fumgw Capetown @ London—per Imperial Adirways.

Registered cover posted in Bulawayo on 30 January
1932. Flown by ‘Puss Moth’ to Germiston on 1 February
1932 arriving on the same day. Carried by Union Airways
to Durban arriving on 2 February 1932.

Signed by Mike Pearce — the pilot of the ‘Puss Moth’.

Cover posted in Salisbury on 29 January 1932. Flown
by ‘Puss Moth’ to Germiston on 1 February 1932
arriving on the same day. Carried by Imperial Airways
to Kimberley and then by South West African Airways
to Windhoek arriving on 2 February 1932.

BY AIR MAIL
| PAR AviON |

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL.

. A. Wyndhanm,
Peste Restante,

. DURBAN.

via Cape Town
(Union Airways)

11



1932

First scheduled northbound service (AN47)
Incoming mail

Via Air Mail

IMPERIAL AIRWAYS = L
First Air Post A’V"’ % g’

South Africa

out & frica Z?nc £e

England j

it T

Parry, Leon & Hayhoe, Ltd.

Posted Keetsmandorp 28 January 1932
Carried to Windhoek and then Kimberley by SWA Airways
Uplifted at Kimberley on 27 January 1932
Arrived Bulawayo 28 January 1932

Posted Johannesburg 2 January 1932
Arrived Broken Hill 4 February 1932 after crash
Arrived Nkana 5 February 1932

FERSOMAL
R ———

S

L. Bertram L. R. Fox, Esq.,
President Rhodesian Phil. Soc.
2, Metcalfe Square.

FIEST Bulawayo.

FLIGHT
S« Rhodesia.

WINDHOEK-BULAWAYO.




1932
First scheduled northbound service (AN47)
Incoming mail

Posted Lobatse 27 January 1932
Taken by road to Kimberley

BY AIR MAIL |

Uk

z PAR AVION ; i

; ; Departed Kimberley 27 January 1932
PRINGFQS '(\f; - Arrived Bulawayo 28 January 1932

: OWM KIMBE RLE s i

i AT
“‘/;Aﬁ“j” 21 4N32- :

Q S
\"‘/ - BY AIR MAIL
1ROIBEIR PAR AVION

TE RESTANTE. '
BULAWAYO. }KNIHI?{XI}}{Q%

ROBERTSON, Syame DEALER. O1D A

PUBLISHED 8Y J

By the First Aiv Mail from Capetown to London—per Imperial Airways,

MR. THOMAS E. FIELD,
¢h. STANDARD BRANK OF 80UTH AFRICA,
SA LT S BU R ¥

SOUTHERN RHODESIA.

THE FIRST AIR MAIL-
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA )

Posted Pietersburg 28 January 1932
Arrived Salisbury 28 January 1932




1932
First scheduled northbound service (AN47)
Internal mail

Posted Bulawayo 28 January 1932
Arrived Mpika 2 February 1932

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

IMPERTAL
ATRWAYS

W TG

THE FIRST AIR MAIL
between

ENGLAND and SOUTHAFRICA

. 4hadd

MR. THOMAS E. FIELD,
%. POSTMASTER,

MPIKA
H THE FIRST AIR MAIL- 9
Posted Broken Hill 29 January 1932 between NORTHERN RHODESTA.

Arrived Mpika 2 February 1932 ENGLAND and SOUTH AFRICA




1932

First scheduled northbound service (AN47)
Outgoing mail

Posted Arcturus 26 January 1932
Arrived Croydon 16 February 1932

% SOUVENIR ENVELOPE | . ||
| BY AIR MAIL FROM ; 3
i | PAR AvION ‘ S. RHODESIA /(= TR il
i FIRST OFFICIAL ,, A5aeftl

FLIGHT \

[8Y AR

. PAR AVION

BY IMPERIAL AIRWAYS, ‘?a“l', :
Leaving SALISBURY 294 January, 193

' FOR LONDO

Locally produced souvenir cover |
Posted Salisbury 28 January 1932
Arrived Croydon 16 February 1932

15



1932

First scheduled northbound service (AN47)
Outgoing mail

Posted Bulawayo 28 January 1932
Arrived Brindisi 14 February 1932

The Superindendignt,
Imperial Airways,
Brindi Si 'S I ta].y ®

Bex 721,

Nairebi.

Posted Broken Hill 29 January 1932
Arrived Nairobi 3 February 1932 Kenya,




1932

New Zealand

Two covers posted in Timaru, South Island, New Zealand on 28 June 1932. Said to be the ‘First Official
Air Mail’ from New Zealand to South Africa. The covers were not despatched by air. The two covers went
by sea on 30 June 1932 to Karachi and from there by Imperial Airways to Cairo, arriving on 30 July 1932
(IW173). From Cairo the covers were carried on AS74 arriving in Broken Hill 5 August 1932. The cover to
Livingstone was carried by train arriving there on 7 August 1932. The cover to Bulawayo arrived there on
6 August 1932. Both covers were returned to the sender as unclaimed.

Karachi--South Africa. -
Air Mail,

ist. N.Z2. Connecti

Air Mail.

) GNVIVIZ M3AN

lst. N.Z. Connection.

NEW ZEALAND —t#p, o

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR AL,

\\\EW LEALAND —4 4

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR ™M ATl

“80UTH T”OU“GI&.

o
\\\ FROM AUCKLAND, 80th JUNFE. 10797
BY INDIA-EGYPT, EGYFET,S0UTH
+ FROM AUCKLAND, 30th Jt UNA 193g \LR e 00 . o\ B @ bt ARSERVICEs.  f ke

AIR SERVICES

BY INDIA-EGYPT, ECYPT. ¢ S0UTH Afl %
AIRSERVICES. .}

AR




1933
Opening of Chileka Airport

In May 1933 an air rally was arranged at the instance of the Governor to celebrate the opening of
the aerodrome at Chileka, near Blantyre. 5 planes of the R.A.F. deviated from their annual routine
flight from Egypt to the Cape to attend the rally and carried two batches of mail from Blantyre.

\\\\\\ I ///4
///}}

NYASALAND
AIR MAIL

[BY AR MAIL
: PAR AVION 1

ZOMBA-LILONGWE-FORT JAMESON
RAF., 1933

7110\

NYASALAND
- AIR;:MAIL

W R L Loy
Ao /f-‘-éufm:( #%

30 May 1933 - First flight Blantyre to Lilongwe 5 June 1933 — Second flight Blantyre to Fort Jameson NR
355 covers carried 266 covers carried
Cover posted at Blantyre on 27 May 1933 Cover posted in Limbe on 3 June 1933

18



1933

Incoming mail

@ 5%77562/54/
sl /%aq/é’.//k/

At Brindisi the mail was carried by Imperial Airways Service
AS108 through Athens to Cairo, south to Kisumu and then by
DH66 ‘City of Basra’ to Broken Hill where it arrived on 31
March 1933. The cover completed its journey to Lusaka by
rail from Broken Hill arriving on 1 April 1933.

An incoming cover, addressed to Lusaka in
Northern Rhodesia, was posted in Berlin on 21
March 1933. Postage totalled 85 pf which was
the standard rate for international airmail from
Germany. The cover probably was taken by
train from Berlin to Brindisi.

’/4./’,«

C)//élf/t/(wé//./
:&éo'{&b "/M‘MMMM

7VW (/‘/
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1934

RANA — First Service between Blantyre and Salisbury

The first scheduled service between Blantyre was flown by a Westland Wessex, piloted by
MH Phillip, on 8 March 1934. The return flight took place on 9 March 1934 to Blantyre.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

RHODESIAN & NYASALAND AIRWAYS LID.
Miss D.B.Ward,

Rhodesian & Nyasalanmd Airways, Ltd
P.O. Box 210
SALISBURY,

S. Rhodesis.

Cover posted in Blantyre on 8 March 1934.

HODESIAN &
NYASALAND
AIRWAYS, LTD.

FIRST OFEICIAL AIR MAIL.

o rienEtih

WOSAANE, 28 /T e DEc.

e L C/a,_ o ; .E“; .
: Beavtyge
Mmz ek

SOUVENIR OF FIRST

OFFICIAL AIR MAIL . S
FROM SALISBURY §
S. RHODESIA T0 NS
NYASALAND ON

FRIDAY, 8th MARCH
1934

Cover posted in Salisbury on 8 March 1934.

Both covers are signed by the pilot, MH Phillip.

20



1934

Postage rates

On the date of posting the airmail rate to the UK was 10d The 9d airmail rate to the UK was introduced on 1 June
per ¥2 oz. Before the cover left Broken Hill, the rate was 1934. The rate was decreased to 6d from 1 December
reduced to 9d on 1 May 1934. No 9d stamp was 1934. The 9d Field Marshal stamp was specifically
produced for Northern Rhodesia. ordered to meet this rate. - issued on 1 September 1934.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

Messus Al ln s
7. SMWTW Fazssasg

Cover posted in Mankoya on 12 April 1934 and carried, via Broken

Hil, to London on Imperial Airways service AN165, arriving at
Croydon on 10 May 1934. (Gervas Clay ?)

Cover posted in Gwelo on 24 September 1934 and carried to London
on Imperial Airways service AN186, arriving on 4 October 1934.

21



1934

Australia

Mail from Southern Rhodesia
connecting to the first scheduled

r la.
s BULAWAYO (SCUTIERN RHODESIA) TO BRISBANE
(AUSTRALIA) s
BY AIR MAIL Y
ENGLAND - ‘AUSTRAUA
1slavps

mO~<Oomw ©-p

Qantes Empire Airways Ltd.

OPENING OF THE AIR MAIL (for Mr. A. Morgan)
SERVICE BY IMPERIAL

AIRWAYS AND QANTAS BRISBANE. u
o Bl e (ISBANE. @ eensla_na

BETWEEN ENGLAND e
AND AUSTRALIA Australia.

via CAIRO.

Route map

Posted in Bulawayo 5 December 1934.

Carried to Cairo on AN196 arriving 10 December 1934.
Departed Cairo on 13 December 1934 (IE298)

Arrived Brisbane 21 December 1934. 55

Correct through air mail rate of 1s8d



1934

Australia

Mail from Australia on the first scheduled service to the UK
connecting with the service south from Cairo to Northern Rhodesia.

BY AIR MAIL

ENGLAND - |AUSTRALIA

MO~<omw -1

OPENING OF THE AIR MAIL
SERVICE BY IMPERIAL
AIRWAYS AND QANTAS
EMPIRE AIRWAYS
BETWEEN ENGLAND
AND AUSTRALIA

risbane
to LU7k&

All through airmail postage of 2s5d paid.

Posted in Brisbane 7 December 1934.

Departed Brisbane (IW298) on 10 December 1934.
Arrived Alexandria 21 December 1934.

Departed Cairo on 23 December 1934 (AS199).
Arrived Mpika 26 December 1934.

A. Phillips
Imperial Airways
The Aerodopme
P IE L
N.Rhodesia

23



1935

RANA —Service extended between Salisbury and Beira

RANA expanded its service from Blantyre and Salisbury to Beira and return. The first flights took place on 1 August 1935. This
service would later be used from June 1937 to deliver mail onto and from the Imperial Airways flying boat service at Beira.

(]-?HODESIAN ‘@ NYASALAND AIRWAYS, LTD.

§ BY AIR MAIL

| ror aviAo
SOUVENIR OF FIRST . . Sepmeseas —
OFFICIAL AIR MAIL between aptaln G.I' Thm,"DQF.GU

SALISBURY (8. Rhodesial and
BEIRA (Portuguese East Africa) ¢/o The Manica Trading Company
P.0e Box :ui-,

s

and BEIRA and SALISBURY

BEIR.A’ P. E. A.

/,%/.CA ‘7/‘3‘1,&,»‘& :
AL Rk
- w;;pm{pﬁ--

~4

Cover posted in Salisbury on 1 August 1935.
Cover signed by the pilot, JAC Florence.

%HODES[AN ‘R NYASALAND AIRWAYS, LTD.

BY AIR MAIL
POR AVIAO
C A S YRR E R

SOUVENIR OF FIRST
OFFICIAL AIR MAIL between
BRILANTYRE (Nyasaland) and
BEIRA (Portuguese East Africa)
and BEIRA and BLANTYRE

V& \
AL lowsrrsf

.

Cover posted in Beira on 1 August 1935.
Cover signed by the pilot, MH Pearce. 24



1935

RANA —Service between Salisbury and Beira stopping in Umtali

A brief stop in Umtali was added to the service between Salisbury and Beira - the first
landing being on 3 October 1935. The return flight landed in Umtali on 5 October 1935

l BY AIR MAIL l R
PAR AVION R ,

Tirst Air Mail Flight
Salisbury = Umtalil.

\

[ No 8031
BY AIR MAIL First Flight, % f
= Untali to Sallsjury. : et b
\ 2eS. Umvoti
L. A Wyndham Esq., Bullard King & Co. Lta.
DR~ | B A me St Mary m:e Bt O
UMTALI., ¢

England.

Cover posted in Umtali on 5 October 1935.
Arrived in Salisbury the same day.

Carried to Croydon on Imperial Airways (AN279)
Arrived 13 October 1935.

Cover posted in Salisbury on 3 October 1935.
Arrived in Umtali the same day.

25



1936

No trans-Atlantic air mail service

Posted Salisbury 29 July 1936

Carried on AN 3365 on 1 August 1936
Arrived Croydon 9 August1936

No air mail service to USA so carried by sea
No arrival stamp

/% ®3. / I//Z"f/j/\’o yg/;/

[ ERON DA
}, s conmsiv

;’)/. !'.' —‘, /Z/ /PR /CA

Posted Selukwe 3 April 1936

Carried on AN 331 on 5 April 1936 — the first northbound
flight that did not originate in Cape Town :

Arrived Croydon 12 April 1936 -

No air mail service to the West Indies so carried by sea

Transit stamp St Kitts 2 May 1936. No arrival stamp . D\ ‘j; ;

o
WinDward Sing
SARBA.

-
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1937
Temporary overland flights

On 2 June 1937 Imperial Airways introduced the first ‘All the Way by Flying Boat’ service from Southampton to Durban
using the Indian Ocean costal route. As the new service did not operate in Tanganyika, Northern or Southern Rhodesia,
Imperial Airways operated a temporary overland service between Kisumu and Salisbury, stopping in Nairobi, Moshi,
Dodoma, Mbeya, Mpika, Broken Hill, Lusaka and Salisbury. This temporary service operated only during June 1937 and
eight flights in both directions were undertaken.

£

BY AIR MAIL

FIRST FLIGHT
ALL THE WAY
BY FLYING BOAT.
SOUTHAMPTON,
ENGLAND, TO
DURBAN, SOUTH
AFRICA,

The postage paid of 6d was correct as the EAMS
rate of 1%2d was only introduced on 29 June 1937.

Cover posted at Southampton on 30 May 1937 addressed to Lusaka. The cover was carried on the first flying boat
service to Durban (AS453) which departed Southampton on 2 June 1937. As it was addressed to Northern Rhodesia it
was offloaded at Kisumu on 6 June 1937 and flown on the temporary overland service arriving in Lusaka on 8 June 1937. -,



1937

Twice-weekly service from Salisbury to Beira carry mail to the incoming Imperial
Airways flying boat, and to take mail back to the Rhodesias and Nyasaland.

=
IRST
DAY
COVER

Rhodesian And
Nyasaland Airways

First flight to Beira carrying
the Airmail from Southern
Rhodesia for London under
the Empire Airmail Scheme

SALISBURY, (4)
S. RHODESIA

No 6451

K%%aj% fy.
oS Kanseo Ceocorlf

Cover posted at Salisbury on 30 June 1937 and carried
by RANA to Beira to meet the Imperial Airways service

DN2 from Durban which arrived in Beira on 5 July 1937
and reached Southampton on 10 July 1937.

Posted Nkana 28 June 1937

Arrived Broken Hill 2 July 1937

Carried by RANA via Salisbury to Beira

Carried on DN2 from Beira on 5 July 1937 to Mombasa
Flown from Mombasa by Wilson Airways to Nairobi
Arrived Uplands 7 July 1937

28



1937

South African Airways

South African Airways started a scheduled once a week service from Rand Airport to Bulawayo on 29 May 1937.
The service was extended through Bulawayo to Lusaka on 9 June 1937 and on 4 July 1937 the service was

extended to Kisumu via Nairobi.

(TN, 2PN

Mr, A, lMorgan,
Poste Recstane,
BUTAWAYO,

Posted in Johannesburg on 3 July 1937
Carried by SAA to Bulawayo on 4 July 1937
Bulawayo ‘Poste Restante’ stamp 5 July 1937
Correct EMAS post rate paid of 1v2d

Posted Nkana 29 June 1937

Arrived Broken Hill 30 June 1937

Carried by SAA on first service to Johannesburg
Arrived Pietersburg 6 July 1937

29



1937-1938
Empire air mail scheme

The Empire Air Mail Scheme was introduced in three stages to afford an inexpensive airmail service throughout the British Empire.

29 June 1937 - first stage introduced for mail between the 26 July 1938 - third stage introduced for mail addressed to Australia,
UK and Eire and British territories in Africa. New Zealand and the British Pacific islands.
23 February 1938 - second stage introduced for mail 4 September 1939 — EAMS suspended on outbreak of war.

addressed to the Empire in America and Asia.

\ | e — /5 At o Arr Mt iy, o =
BY AIR MAIL TR N 5~ NAYRY. ( ”%5":5}‘*13 “7)%8&8%‘% |
i A ; | 4 O YAM ] : { l“‘ P
{ 5] \T o R

P

(‘ﬁ’/ﬁw} L T Coeesy
/%.f((’ //1)/5'/5‘162"-
/Va{&&rc(_

gcﬁ”( /2(/ f_(___

Cover posted 1 July 1937 in Uplands, Kenya Cover posted 28 July 1938 in Salisbury

Carried on first all-through flying boat service (DN1) Carried on all-through flying boat service (SE4)
Arrived Beira 5 July1937. By RANA to Bulawayo Arrived Sydney 10 August1938

Postage correct Kenya rate of 20 cents for EAMS By sea to Nauru arrived 26 August 1938 30

Postage correct rate of 1%2d for EAMS from SR



1938

RANA Inter town service

Commencing on 1 February 1938, RANA introduced an inter-town service between Salisbury and Bulawayo. The service was to
stop in Gatooma, Que Que and Gwelo with a total flying time of about three hours. For the first week, until 8 February 1938, the
airfield at Gwelo was unusable because of heavy rain. The service was run from Salisbury on Tuesday and Friday, the return flights
being on Wednesday and Saturday.

as/gﬂgo g

L

B A
X

2

; PGITAGH
First Mail of the 4 N
Southern Rhodesia :

DAILY AIR MAIL SERVICE : R )

8. RHODESIA
1st FEBRUARY, 1938

No 5705

BU LA\INAYO
GWIELO x,‘;sft‘;rr V.N.Giri,

c/o St.Goerge's Coliege,

Mr. A. Morgan,

Poste Restante

Bulawayd CDUEICDUE P.O.Box 785.
SR GATCI)C)N\A Salisbury.
SALISBURY S.Rhodesia,
Posted Gatooma 1 February 1938 Posted Bulawayo 1 February 1938
Carried on first flight to Bulawayo Carried on first return flight to Salisbury 2 February 1938
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1938

RANA Inter town service - Gwelo

Once the airfield south of Gwelo had dried the inter-city service landed at Gwelo for the first time on 8 February 1938.

H_——‘_:_L'_:__.—__'_‘_—,.7, ——— ‘L

77Q Souvenir Envelope ‘*\
I P® n|

Southern Rhodesi:
First Inter-Town Air Service
| Ist February, 1938
GWELO-JOHANNESBURG-GWELO

GWELO

“ by the Municipality
(| 5. Has Power and Water Supply at Low Tariffs
L_< 6. Has excellent Educational Facilitie

\_ Further information available from Town Clerk, J/

\T]_f”‘i d 7, « 278 - 7

J’AEB ti’ham

P.0.,BOX

BULAWAYO,

Posted Bulawayo 9 February 1938
Carried on first return flight to land in Gwelo

Souvenir envelope produced by the Municipality of Gwelo
Posted Gwelo 8 February 1938
Carried on first flight to depart from Gwelo

First Mail of the
Southern Rhodesia

DAILY AIR MAIL SERVIGE

9th KX FEBRUARY, 1938

BULAWAYO

GW|E 5 W. A. CARNEGIE, ESQ,

QUE | QUE POSTE RESTANTE,

GATOOMA e
SALISBURY




1938

South African Airways

Inauguracvion of DAILY Airma.l
S. Rhodesgia - S.Africa.
SOUTH AFKRICAN AIRWAYS ' THRICE
WEEKLY,

L.H.C.Godfrey Esq.,
Poste Restante,
S. AFRICA. JOHANNESBURG.

Cover posted in Bulawayo on 1 February 1938 and carried on the first return
flight of the new three times a week service between Johannesburg and
Bulawayo introduced by South African Airways in January 1938.

Arrival stamp in Johannesburg on 2 February 1938.

The postage paid of 1%2d was the standard Empire air mail rate.
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This cover was paid to the 11d rate to Europe.
In September the rate was increased to 3s3d.

1939

The end of an era
From 7 September 1939 (PN 26 of 1939) the air mail postage rates were substantially increased .

Rate became 1s3d from 1%2d. This was a tenfold
increase in the cost of air mail letters.

R. E., HANSON
0ld Umtali
S. RHodesia

LS

With the outbreak of war control of Imperial Airways was taken over by the British
Government. On 1 April 1940 Imperial Airways became part of British Overseas

Airways Corporation.
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My thanks to Peter Wingent and Keith Harrop for all their help.
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