“COMMERCIAL PAPERS: UNSEALED LETTERS” RATE 18905-1965

This entry displays examples to establish the basic rate applied to unsealed, usually
commercial, promotional or Christmas card mail for Southern and Northern
Rhodesia. A few studies of these rates are published in philatelic literature (E. Proud
1997, J.B. Horne 2017), but examples seen do not always match their reports.

| have tried to find covers with an identified sender, applying a variety of stamps at
the basic rate, for very different destinations (which usually excluded window
envelopes) and thereby show the current rates. Examples seem relatively scarce,
except during King Geoge VI reign, and during the Federation. Some unsealed Postal
Stationery is shown, some of that is rarely seen. The basic rate limit is usually 2 oz.,
so multiple rates for this class of mail are rare.
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To indicate the importance of 2" class mail to the Post Office, | commence with the
Northern Rhodesia 1917 % ¢ Provisional, rarely found franking unsealed traders’
mail. It was needed both to make up the War Tax Letter 1% %rate —and, importantly,
to supply % stamps for “2"” class mail for local businesses:- (Livingstone 25 OCT 17
to Gwanda, 29 OCT. 17.)
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Commercial _mail fro Northern,
Rhodesia_is much scarcer than
Southern Rhodesia (as shown on
| the front piece on page 1), but are
always franked % d until the early
1950s wherever they are sent;
then it became 1d for most places. §
Finally, from the late 1950s it §
seems to have changed to 2d for|
| overseas, but not for the Rhodesias §
or South Africa. | can find very little
[ <vidence of post office notices of §
f unsealed letter rates, just a little in

 Proud. (jof N.R)

It was this lack of evidence that |
encouraged me to try to establish |
[what the rates were from the
evidence of my own collection. |
was surprised by how infrequently §
the rates seemed to change. There
is only one change, which is from §
the period during WWII in May
1943, when in Southern Rhodesia §
rates were doubled for three
I months, which must have caused {
outrageﬁy traders for their postal
bcharges to rise 100%, but they
were reduced to the original rate
after three months. There may
have been a boycott as | have

j never seen an example.
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