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Postmarks on Double Heads and Admirals –
a variety of collecting options



1. Northern Rhodesia vs Southern Rhodesia
2. Double Heads vs Admirals
3. Double Circle, Square Circle, Triple Circle, Single Circle, Barred 

Diamonds and Ovals and Skeleton Postmarks
4. Postmarks on a particular value, values or stamp
5. Postmarks on a particular flaw on a stamp
6. Postmarks on stamps with printer’s marks
7. Mining-related postmarks
8. Various postmarks from a particular post office or postal agency
9. Postmarks on multiples
10.Postmarks on cover
11.Postmarks on postcards
12.Postmarks on piece 
13.Postmarks on a particular date, including FDI
14.The Remainders
15.Rarity of postmarks



Northern Rhodesia vs Southern Rhodesia



Northern Rhodesia vs Southern Rhodesia

Two matters to note: almost 50% of all cancels during this time were from Bulawayo and that the European 
population in Northern Rhodesia was very small, thus cancels are much scarcer. 



Different types of postmarks: Double Circle, Square Circle, Triple Circle, Single Circle, Barred Diamonds and Ovals and 
Skeleton Postmarks



The Skeleton postmarks are a very collectable and rare subset for collectors



Postmarks on a particular value, values or stamp

There is one collector who specialises in postmarks on the 4d Double Head; Northern Rhodesia cancels on the 4d Double 
Head are very rare – around 10 reported; another collector is attempting to collect a Northern Rhodesia postmark on each 

value of the Double Head Issue – they are currently one short! 



Postmarks on a particular flaw on a stamp 

We have one member who collects postmarks on the 1d Double Head featuring the ‘OD’ flaw. 



Postmarks on stamps with printer’s marks



Mining-related postmarks



Various postmarks from a particular post office or postal agency



Postmarks on multiples – Double Heads



Postmarks on multiples - Admirals



Postmarks on cover – Double Heads



Postmarks on cover - Admirals



Postmarks on cover - Admirals



Postmarks on cover - Admirals



Postmarks on postcards – Double Heads



Postmarks on postcards – Double Heads



Postmarks on postcards – Admirals



Postmarks on piece



Postmarks on piece



Postmarks on a particular date – first day of issue



The Remainders



Rarity

A numbers of factors come into play:
• Rare Cancellor

• Rare Post office or Agency due to opening or closing dates or 
geographical location

• Cancel on a rare stamp
• On cover or card increases desirability


