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All the small format stamps valid for 
revenue use

In all there are seventy-eight different 
postage and revenue stamps in this 
design including basic perforation and 
watermark varieties, not including errors. 
There are also twelve different postal 
stationery items. 



All the medium format stamps valid for 
revenue use

The GV issues are inscribed ‘Postage & 
Revenue’ beneath the portrait, omitted 
on the GVI and QEII definitives. All the 
exclusively revenue values are inscribed 
‘Revenue’. 

The three GV postal stationery cards are 
just inscribed ‘Postage’, and the other 
postal stationery items have nothing 
below the portrait.



The five large format GV revenues



Most of these stamps are fairly easily 
obtainable, but blocks, particularly 
positional  blocks of the first issue are  very 
scarce. In the display there is a set of sheet 
number blocks bar the 10d and 7/6 which 
are marginal blocks.



Top right blocks of four, with and without sheet number

These blocks also show some shade variation, as do most of the values



1d Block showing sheet number in lower right margin

                                           Marginal block of six of the 7/6 value



A block of thirty-six 2d values used at 
Mission Siding 31 March 1937, and an 
imprint block of thirty-two 1 1/2d used at 
Ndola 9 March 1935

1d with large 
upper margin



Blocks of the high value GV revenues, a block of this size of the £30 is very unusual



Various pieces with higher value GV stamps on, 
used from the 1920’s to the 1950’s. No values 
above 20/- were issued during the reign of GVI 



1925 Game Licence, (misspelt on the 
form) curiously using a combination of 
stamps  rather than a single £50. 
Permission granted to kill an alarming 
number of animals, seems odd today.



Another game licence issued in 1928, a 
more restricted list but still a lot of animals. 
£3 for two hippos +++



Certificate of Transfer, 
for thirty reef claims 
copper dated 1 May 
1925, fee £3

Mining documents 
for Northern 
Rhodesia are much 
scarcer than for 
Southern, even from 
the  BSAC period. 



A typical Certificate of 
extra work, issued 
9 Feb 1948, fee £118



Another Certificate of extra 
work, dated 22 Feb 1947, fee 
£338, the stamps applied to 
the reverse



An Inspection certificate, stamps cancelled 19 Feb 
1945, fee £78



Cheque with the normal embossed stamp at right with an additional 1d added



A receipt for 4232 francs paid to The Northern Suppliers 
Ltd from the Anglo-Belgian Boundary Commission with a 
GV 1d paying the fee, in June 1939. It also has on it a strike 
of a dated CDS inscribed ‘Commission de Delimitation, 
Katanga / Rhodesie’



An inheritance document 
with a KGV 20/- used at 
Abercorn dated 4 May 
1929 



Plate blocks of the top values of the GVI set, plate 2’s of the higher values are rarer. 
The 3/- value only exists from the unnumbered plate



Comparison of the sheet markings of the two plates of the 2d value. Plate 2 was printed in sheets of 240, later 
divided
These scans also show the difference in shade between the printings 



The position of the imprint has also been changed – this is typical of the later printings of other values



Examples of sheet numbers in 
positions other than the top right 
upper margin



Re-numbered sheet pairs



Examples of colour variation, most values show 
some variation of shade.

1d in blue, thought to be a colour changeling



Later printing of the 6d showing distinct 
weakening of the frame at top left

Earlier printing



Coil leaders



Waterlow in-house plate numbers, these are normally trimmed 
off



Re-entry to the giraffe’s neck, 1/2d green 
plate 2, row 12 stamp 2



Extra boatman flaw, row 3 stamp 
2, plate 4, found on both colours 
of the 1d



Tick bird flaw, row 7 stamp 1, found on 
both colours of the 1 1/2d. Also 
illustrated are stamps from the same 
position on the sheet without the 
flaw. 



There are numerous flaws on this 
issue, probably most are batch flaws. 
Although not listed, the illustrated 
flaw in the base of the crown occurs 
on both the red and the purple 2d 
value plate 1, row 3 stamp 10, so can 
be considered a constant flaw. 



Examples of GVI postage and revenue 
stamps fiscally used



Two death certificates, dated 
1930 and 1943, showing the cost 
of dying has doubled.



Certificate of Abandonment, 
dated 29 Sep 1941



Power of Attorney dated 26 July 1941 with a GVI 
20/-, also bearing a S Rhodesia 1/- stamp. 



Bond – dated 1 Sep 1950, fee 20/-



The QEII low values are normally 
found with one side margin 
imperf and the other perforated. 
Some values also exist with both 
margins perforated.



Imprint/plate blocks of the QEII high 
values

The larger format stamps are always 
perforated through both side margins



Plate blocks showing letters in the bottom right margin



The lower value ‘R’ 
overprints in blocks, 
the 3d value both 
with and without 
sheet number in top 
margin



Some blocks of the higher value ’R’ overprinted issue, the 2/6 plate block with sheet number in bottom right side 
margin



20/- values both with and without the ‘R’ overprint fiscally used. Unoverprinted QEII values fiscally used are not 
common



‘R’ overprint types used on a receipt and on piece in combination with 
stamps from the revenue set. 



Promissory note, the fee paid using four 6d ‘R’ overprints



1d revenue stamps showing 
different plate numbers and 
imprints. Top marginal blocks also 
show the beginning and end of the 
Waterlow in-house plate number



The 1d revenue is normally perf 13.5 x 14, but examples also exist perf 12.5 x 14



Plate blocks of the three other low values



Some blocks of the QEII revenue issue. These were originally printed 
by Waterlow,  but from 1961, the 1d, 6d, 1/-,2/6,10/- and 20/- were 
printed by De La Rue. The 1d and 20/- are known with the De La Rue 
imprint, so the others probably have the same.  Sheets of some of 
these values ex the archive were broken up and sold, these included 
imprint and plate blocks.



The later printings of the 20/- were watermarked 
Block CA (as opposed to Script CA), but none of the 
other values appear to have been printed on this 
paper. 



The very rare £30 used in combination with GV stamps in 1954. Why this stamp is so elusive is not clear as 
there were apparently sixty sheets of forty stamps printed, the same as the £50, which though rare is more 
often seen.



This piece with six examples of the £50, originally in the Polakow collection, is included as it shows them 
used in a combination which also uses the GV £30. This means there were still some available, begs the 
question why more were ordered. 



A cancelled share certificate dated 
24 Nov 1954. Early use of stamps 
from this issue.



Pieces showing various revenue values, including post-independence use



Insurance document dated 2 Apr 1958, fee 7/6d



Insurance policy document, dated Sep 1963, fee 3/1d



Two insurance renewal 
receipts, the first 
showing the rare use of 
unoverprinted QEII 
stamps as revenues, 
and the second 
showing post-
independence use of 
revenues in 
combination with a 
Zambia stamp.



Stamps on the back of cheques 
with revenues of Nyasaland 
and Southern Rhodesia



Stamps all cancelled ‘FEE STAMP’, or ‘NDOLA FEE STAMP’ from passports



Passport pages with stamps from the three reigns showing different rates



Examples of revenues apparently accepted for postage.



A block of twelve 1d revenues on a presumably philatelic               A revenue cover disallowed, with postage dues
cover cancelled by Kansanshi skeleton type 24, 11 AP, year ?


