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Purpose of and Redemption of
the Coupons

Exchangeable 1n an applicable country for a
postage stamp or postage stamps representing the
amount of postage for an ordinary single-rate
letter addressed to an applicable country

The applicable country of 1ssue or redemption
could be

* a3 member country of the Universal Postal
Union (U.P.U.)

* a member country within the British Empire
(Commonwealth), defined by the U.P.U. as a
restricted Union

* other restricted unions include the Arab



The Coupon Types for the
Rhodesias and Nyasaland

* Imperial Reply Coupons - for redemption 1n
any part of the British Empire

* Commonwealth Reply Coupons - for redemption
in any part of the British Commonwealth

* International Reply Coupons - for
redemption 1n any country of the U.P.U.

* International Reply Coupons had limited use
in the Territories



The Foundation of Literature

* Rhodesian Study Circle Journal RSCJ 300, March
2024 pages 78-79 - an article based on a
presentation by Keith Brodovcky to the RSC
Cape Town Chapter

* Notes in various 1issues of the RSCJ 138 pages 67-
69, 139 102-103, 146 page 74, 153 page 162,
157 page 70, 240 page 103, 253 page 155, and
277 pagel?

* The Yao Catalogues Volumes I-III, recording
types, earliest and latest known dates

* More study required



Coupons have Multiple
Variations based on Postage
Rate and other Changes

* Changing printers

* Postage rate periods

* Revaluations 1n manuscript or by handstamp
* Changing watermarks

* Changing designs for the International Reply
Coupons



Introduction of Reply Coupons
by the U.P.U.

* Based on the original i1dea of reply-paid
postcards approved at the 1878 Postal Union
Congress held 1n Paris

* The 1dea for Reply Coupons proposed by the
British delegates to the 1906 Postal Union
Congress held 1in Rome

* The concept based on British Postal Orders
* Coupons 1introduced 1n 1909

*To pay the U.P.U. 25 centimes or 2 * d letter
rate

* Sold at a fee equivalent to 28 centimes



The Imperial Reply Coupons

* Proposed at the 1924 Stockholm U.P.U. Congress

* Introduced 1927 for payment of the 1*d
Imperial letter rate

*To allow for the lower Imperial rates of
postage

* ITnitial printings by Waterlow & Sons
* Later printings by Harrisons
* Natermarks GVR, GVIR or EIIR
*Eight basic types i1ntroduced



The Imperial Reply Coupons

Southern Rhodesia 3d

in black
Watermark large GVIR

India and Burma

inscription
Harrison & Sons
Imprint

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP
CR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON A
SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN
THE EMPIRE,  EXCEPTIONALLY THE EXCHANGE
VALUE IN INDIA AND BURMA IS 2)3 ANMAS

‘|",..1 .

THIS COURPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP
CR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON A
SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN
THE EMPIRE. . EXCERPTIONALLY THE EXCHANGE

VALUE IN INDIA AND BURMA IS 2)4 ANNAS




Southern Rhodesia — Inscribed
India and Pakistan

Southern Rhodesia 3d
in black

Watermark large GVIR
Harrison & Sons

Imprint

TH.S COUPON MAY 8E EXCHANGED lN ANY PART : ‘ -'; i THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PRT
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP S G L STaRR SRS ERTING TAE POSTAGE ON A
OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTACE ON A = ot EVe=\\/, THEEMPIRE  EXCEPTIONALLY THE EXCHANGE
s‘NCLE RATE LETTER TO A DEST'NAT.ON W'TH|N Sy s 3 — o -ALUE IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN IS 2)a ANNAS

- THE EMPIRE, EXCEPTIONALLY THE EXCHANGE
VALUE IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN IS 2)a ANNAS




Revalued for Rate Change and
Currency Change

Southern Rhodesia &u
2¥»d 1n blue,
revalued to 3d then
revalued to 2%c 1n
1970

Watermark multiple 1
small GVR sideways
Waterlow & Sons

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP

- ' ' 4 1 - _ _ 1 _ ' 3

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART B~ st <y 4 - ON\EIE HATE LETTER 70 A DESTINATION WITHIN
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP -« L AN T MONTH OF ISSUE, e
OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON A ik =7 g

SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN e

WATERLGW & SONS LIMITED, LONDON

~THE EMPIRE,ITIS VALID FOR SIXMONTHS EXCLUSIVE
: OF THE MONTH OF ISSUE, . Hare i




Northern Rhodesia — Inscribed
within the Empilre

Northern Rhodesia
3d 1n Black
Watermark Small
GVR

Harrison & Sons
Imprint

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP
* OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON A
SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART i i : - SINGLE AT
OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP 2 : Z
OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON A
“SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN
iIhE EMP'RE. e ] HARRISON 2 50NS, LITH 5T MARTINS LANEW.

_




Inscribed

1la
tan

Northern Rhodes

1S

d Pak

India an

la

Northern Rhodes

1in blue
Watermark large
GVIR

3d

THIS COUFPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART

& Sons

Harrison

OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTACE ON A
SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN

OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP
THE EMPIRE.

EXCERPTIONALLY. THE EXCHANOCE

Imprint

VALUE IN INDIA AND PAKISTAN 1S5 2% ANNAS
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Nvasaland — Inscribed within
the Empire

Nyasaland 3d 1n
Black
Watermark Large
GVR

Harrison & Sons
Imprint

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART
=.., OFTHE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP
OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON'A
SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN

HE EMPIRE,

THIS COUPON MAY BE EXCHANGED IN ANY PART

OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE FOR A POSTAGE STAMP
OR STAMPS REPRESENTING THE POSTAGE ON A :
“SINGLE RATE LETTER TO A DESTINATION WITHIN

“THE EMPIRE.




Commonwealth Reply Coupons

1953 Commonwealth Reply Coupons supersede Imperial
Reply Coupons, omission of the term British from
the text

Serving precilisely the same purpose

The selling price of the coupon remained at 3d
each

A coupon exchangeable for stamps to the value of
2%d,

except where stated

In Great Britain Commonwealth Reply Coupons were
put on sale on Monday, 23*® February 1953 and
stocks of Imperial Reply Coupons on hand were
withdrawn from sale. This did not apply 1in the
territories where Tmoerial couvrons remained 1n 11se



Federation 3d
Reply Coupon

Federation established
15t August 1953

Inscribedllndia 2
annas Pakistan 1 anna
9 pies

Watermark large GVIR

Faint security
underprint
COMMONWEALTH REPLY
COUPON

Harrison & Sons St.
Martins Lane Imprint

Commonwealth

s
3

SN
N

SeEve
PR

COMMONWEAL

A (VALID ONLY FOR EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH) ‘3
' 30

ed in any country of the Commonwealth
g the postiage on a single-rate
ommonwealth. Exceptionally

nas and in Pakistan 1 anna 9 pies.

FEDERATION OF RHODESIA
AND NYASALAND
SELLING 3d PRICE




Federation 3d Commonwealth
Reply Coupon

Inscribed India and
Pakistan 2 % annas : > :

Watermark large v i s
GVIR i

N

S

This coupon may be exchanged in any country of the. Commonwealth

1 ] .".,‘.' fi h § imgle-r:
FFaint securit Y 1% o OB D atey oithin, ihe. Commanwealtti: Exceptionally
the exchange value in india and Pakistan is 2§ annas.
underprint ¢ o FEDERATION OF RHODESIA

AND NYASALAND

COMMONWEALTH REPLY \  SELLING 94 PRICE
COUPON '

Harrison & Sons St.
Martins Lane
Imprint




Federation 3d Commonwealth
Reply Coupon

U 1
Inscribed with : | ;
1 1 Y p . " 3 - . .’ >
Indian decimal COMMONWEALTH REPLY C i
VALID ONLEY-FOR EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES:-OF THE COMMON 4
currency . — s )
Watermark large R/ B e rong i poae o S
I Tolter A0 any -other. countey=yithin.  the Contmonweiithy = "Exceptionalys
E I I R : e exehinRe vl - i g 16 haye paise and sin Pakistan. 24 aninas:

e of the S Comnmonwealil

- : < S FEDERATION OF REHODESIA - otricr or txcrss !
Faint securilty NV e AND. NYASALAND s

- SELLING 3d PRICE

underprint
COMMONWEALTH REPLY
COUPON

Harrison & Sons
St. Martins Lane




Federation Reply Coupon with
Revised value for use 1n

Rhodesia after decimalization
(1970)

- Th up may. b exchngs d inany - counteyof “the “Conuony llh g
’_R»rupxngcl npo nm,p nz»glhcpclgo.:ngl

SC e 1o ny other c ity within, ‘the Cammonweaith. = Exceptior !l
;m axehal g vatue n hd o 16 naye “patse -and ~in Pakiston 2% Annds; folar e

'g'g;;;) i i FEDERATION OF RHODESIA ;505 "::,.'G‘, ; ///////,,/ |
‘ . AND NYASALAND = ===/l %,
. SELLING 3) PRICE - e, b




Rhodesia Commonwealth Reply
Coupon

COMMONWEALTH REPLY cCovu

(VALID ONLY FOR EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES OF. THE COMMONWEAL'I"H)_'

New Harrison &

This coupon may be exchanged (in any. country of the Commonwealth
for @ postage stamp Or stamps representing the postage on-an- ordinary single-

'0 ‘.
' & iy rate letter 1o any other country: Within the Commonwealth. Exceptionaily;
S O r ] S ( t ave n d l S h Z the exchange-value in India is 16 palse. Pakistan 20 paisa and in Territory

of ‘Papua and New. Guinea’ Sd
S quare T mpr int N shrEman e RHODESIA Ry iy,
¥ v L

SELLING - 39- PRICE

MARRISON AND SONS. LTD | 7. CAVENDISH SQUARE  LONDON

MARRISON AND SONS LTD 7. CAVENDISH SQUARE LONDON



Zampbla Commonwealth Reply
Coupon Introduced 1966

This conpon- may be exchanged ‘in any country of ths Commonwezith

‘»‘_',‘I / & ..'lv“ T
’ = for & postage Stamp or stamps representing the postage on - ah-ordinary single=-
Watermark large -

rate letter: to-any ‘other countey within the Commonwealth, ~Exceplionally;
the - exchange -vafue in India is 16 naye -paise -and in Pakistun 20 paisa.

FIIR RN R REPUBLIC OF e
. . 4\ e, ZAMBIA
Selling Price fi /202N L

By SELLING PRICE
od 505

166 -




Zambla Commonwealth Reply
Coupon Revalued for New

Currency 1968

Watermark large
EIIR

Selling Price 9
Ngwee
Papua and New

— — -

This coupon may be exchanged in any country of the Commonweaith

for a postage stamp or stamps representing the postage on an ordinary single-

riate letier 1o any other country within the Commonwealth. Exceptionally,

the exchange value In India 18 16 paise, Pakistan 20 paisa and in Territory
of Papua and New Guinea Sd.

COMMONWEALTH REPLY CO

(VALID ONLY FOR EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH) ‘#8

This coupon may be exchanged in any country of the Commonweaith

for a postage stamp or stamps representing the postage on an ordinary single-

riate letier 1o any other country ' within the Commonwealth. Exceptionally,

the exchange value In Indla 18 16 paise, Pakistan 20 paisa and in Territory
of Papua and New Guinea S5d.

FL?’:{}.{ \ REPUBLIC OF DATE STAME OF
\:j\' T

:

OPFICE OF EXTHANGE
)

Xt ZAMBIA
SELLING PRICE

‘& \? \R;‘\ @\

A

HARRISON AND SONS. LTD,, 7. CAVENDISH SQUARE, LONDON



Zambla — New Printing on
Unwatermarked Paper

COMMONWEALTH REPLY C

(VALID ONLY FOR EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES OF THE COMMONWEALTH) g

= llng Prlce 9 Ngwee N This- coupon may be exchanged within the Commonwealth or in-the Irish

Republic for a postage stamp or stamps needed on an ordinary single-rate
letter to any part of the Commonwealth. Exceptionally, the: exchange value

ConfienmEeLlL ek Reply bz in India is 20 paise, Pakistan 20 paisa, Nigeria 6d, and in the Territory
Coupons withdrawn of Papua and New Guinea 5c.

November 1975 and SN\ 575 REPUBLIC OF S | Ml
exchange ceased January \ ] 7o ZAMBIA .
1976 (I NG : SELLING PRICE

(oo 0VY ) o
| )]

Revised pric

HARRISON AND SONS, LTD., 7. CAVENDISH SQUARE LONDON




International Reply Coupons

* A series of eight major design types -

Rome, Stockholm, Vienna, Lausanne, Peking,
Nairobi, Doha, Istanbul

* Many variations 1n wording on the front and reverse
* Limited use within the territories

* F'ew examples survive



The “London” Type International
Reply Coupon

Inscriptions 1n
French - the official |
e e

International Reply Coupon /

U ° P ° U ° l anguage and H : This coupon is exchangeable in any cour/xtr_v i

of the Universal Postal Union for a postage i

| ]
E n g l l S h - £ stamp or postage stamps representing. the
g amount of postage for an ordinary single-rate
letter destined for a foreign country.

Y

Designed by Franz u '/?‘ Q : b

Ce coupon est échangeable dans

| ] -
He lb 1 ng’ ] ATy tous les Pays de I'Union postale universelle
1 L contre un timbre-poste ou des timbres-poste
s : goiL] représentant le montant de 'affranchissement
d’une lettre ordinaire de port simple & desti-
nation de ’étranger.

TIMBRE DU

Introduced 1930 after [E | DRUREAC FEDERATION DE LA RHODESIA ET DU NYASALAND SRURESY:

Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasala FEDERATION OF RHODESIA AND NYASALAND

theadi 949 dand@rpos varch 1§62
Congress | |




Future Study

* A census of the different Reply Coupons 1s
needed

* Research when the coupons were first i1ntroduced
in the territories

* A census of different coupons required with
dates of 1ssuance

* Many coupons show very late use — revaluations
are frequent for rate changes and currency



Ine InTamy OrL Internatclional
Reply Coupons

* Devaluation across Europe following World War I
wreaked havoc with exchange rates and their

postal equivalent

* Charles Ponzil of Boston, realized that based
upon post-war exchange rates, International
Reply Coupons purchased 1n many European nations
were worth more 1n the US than their cost

* Ponzli convinced a few 1nvestors to give him
start—-up money, promising them a 50% profit in
45 days. This was the beginning of the pyramid
scheme that bears Ponzi’s name to this day.

* Ponzi was good to his word at first, using funds
from new 1nvestors to pay off the old

* Postal i1nspectors 1nvestigated and showed that



The Best
Reference Works

[ o
YAO'’s Catalogue of Worldwide Reply Coupons

BIME E{EE5E 35 H %

Volume Il - The Non-UPU Coupons
B4 JEMEEERTHIEES
African Postal Union (AFPU) Coupons Arab Postal Union (ARPU) Coupons
1 type L

Reply Coupon Catalog
Volume lil
lllustrated Guide of All Coupon Types
UPU and Non-UPU

e work -
Volume T

covered the

U.P.U
. Coupons
British Postal Union (BPU) Coupons (M and N ty ) Ju l y 2 O l 6
British Imperial Coupons (M type) British Commonwealth Coupons (N tyg
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