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The Introduction of Active Service Letter Cards

The Introduction of Active Service Letter
Cards was first announced in Post Office
Circular No. 234 of October 1941

South Africa operated a similar service,
It is not known if other Commonwealth
countries offered a such a service.
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~
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This Circular should be filed at each office and be available for prompt reference.
Postmasters and other Supervising Olificers are required to read its contents carefully, to make
themseives thoroughly acquainted with the sections affecting the work of their offices, to sece
that the necessary additions and amendments to their Books of Instructions, Post and Telegraph
Guide, and other records are made, and to advise the public by means of notices exhibited on
the notice board of any changes affecting public business. An acknowledgment from the members
of the staff shoulid be obtained indicating that they have read and noted its contents.

8. ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS.—A new service (Active Service Letter Cards)
will be introduced as soon as supplies of the letter cards can be made available.

It is anticipated that these letter cards, impressed with a threepenny postage stamp, will
be sold at the face value of 3d. each. The service is being introduced in order to provide a
reduced air mail rate for communications exchanged between the publie in this Colony and
members of the Forces serving in East and West Africa and the Middle East.

Air convevance will only be provid:d when the cards are addressed to members of
the Forees.

Supplies of the eards will be distributed as early-as possible and the date of introdue-
tion will be notified hy C.Q. (Gen/M/1708/39)




\Z ACTIVE SERVICE
BY AIR MAIL { LETTER CARD

PAR AVION

FOR USE ONLY WHEN ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS
ON ACTIVE SERVICE

/f anything is enclosed, this card will be sent by ordinary mail.

| When folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape

| to the blue border, within which the address only may be written

First Issue (a)
17th November 1941
Printed on thin white paper with
an overlay

“SOUTHERN RHODESIAN
GOVERNMENT"”

1 Active Service Letter Cards

- \/ ACTIVE SERVICE
BY AIR MAIL LETTER CARD

~ 'PAR AVION ’

FOR USE ONLY WHEN ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS
ON ACTIVE .SERVICE

If anything is enclosed, this card will be sent by ordinary mail.

When folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address only may be written.

Second Issue (b)
27t July 1942
Printed on rough buff
paper without overlay

\Z ACTIVE SERVICE Ji75.
BY AIRMAIL | LETTERCARD §b

PAR AVION

FOR USE ONLY WHEN ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS
ON ACTIVE SERVICE

/f anything is enclosed, this card will be sent by ordinary mail.

When folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address only may be written.

Third Issue (c)
25th March 1944
Printed on cream paper



Type 2 Active Service Letter Cards

\/ i S e N ACTIVE SERVICE
BY AIR MAIL o e v g BY AIR MAIL LETTER CARD

PAR AVION 1 A% o 4 PAR AVION
13 Py Y

Y Qo ol < "‘ 3d \ If anything is enclosed, orif it is addressed by.a civilian to a civilian,
(14 REVICTORIA EATLS Q2= | 4 this card will be sent by ordinary mail. + + * x ' x

) size and shape When folded. the letter card must conform in size and shape

55 € ‘i, may be writte to the blue border, within which the address oply may be written.

First Issue (a) Second Issue (b)
May 1944 1944
Printed on cream white paper Printed on rough buff paper



ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS

Introduction of Service First Extension of Service Second Extension of Service
17th November 1941 15th December 1941 17t August 1943

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS & TELEGRAPHS DEPARTMENT OF POSTS & TELEGRAPHS

Southern Rhodesia. Southern Rhodesia.

DEPARTMENT OF POSTS & TELEGRAPHS b

Postarn Noricg No., 45 or 1941

Postar Norice No. 17 OF 1943

Posrar Norrex No. 40 or 1941, oo snne
=R ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS. ———
cti ' Wi . . FORCES AIR MAIL
. A‘: N Rotwies Le .tter Cands, IT is notified for public information that .thc
IT 1; notified for publiec infarmation that a new scope of the Active Serviee Letter Card Qg»c; IT is notified for public information that a ne
3 : % Totaile aof which were notified in Post Notiee No, 0 = . )
serviee of Active Berviee Letter Cards will be intro- details of which were notified in Postal Notice No Seciice: will. b6 keadinl T, Biniien

of 1941, will he extended as follows, with effect from

dueed with effect from 17th November, 1941,
the 15th December, 19471 i

United Kingdom with effect from the

"These Letter Cards impressed with & threcpenny 3 3
stage stamp will be sold at all Post Of g (1) Letter Cards may be addressed fo members Letters will be restricted to the use of the official A%
VNG S X soid at all Post eR o of the Forces stationed at points served by =
S i Rhodes: : £ o kO 2 Qasctan foxd wnth 4 Iditional 33 stamp & % 28
bo?tucm R . eam.at the fuce valme of 3d. each in the Egypt-Australia Air Mail Service and Service Letter Card with an additional Jd. stemp sTX ¥ &8
crder to provide air eonveyance .to members of the will he conveyed by air mail. to prepay the required fee of 6d.
ing i , Y ‘ri 9y Letter Cards ; Lo At s of < : i
Forces s?wlng in East and‘ West Afrieu and Egypt ‘2) Letter .(./dl'l;.‘; posted Dy ‘ members  of the Tattars siay-anly be addrasseil fo manibess of TE0 B
and to Naval personnel serving in the Mediterranean. Forces in 5";5“1“‘“ mﬁg‘mm X*,“id"‘?‘“ﬁ(’“ | [P g , ‘ .
$ aactre ¢ civilians in East and West Afriea, Egynt stationed in Great Britain and may not contain any eastmure
Letter Cards addressed to eivilians will be for. s o ; statione G I ay al
ded. by sarf i or at points served by the Egypt-Av Yettar Cards addramed $o civilians will be forwashily
Wwardec. by suriace mal. Air Serviee will be conveyed by air SARERAIL - O P RSN ER R VL IS s TSR SR
B. E. Sy, J. WagHORNE provided that the eavds bear the surface mail , )
Acting Postmaster Géheral stamp of a military or air foree u A. T, HARPHAN
General Post Office, C.J.Swoer, , Acting Postmaster Geaml
Salishory Postmaster-General.
. v e
J Ceneral Post Office
5th November, 1941. Salichory,
Salishury,
12th December, 1941, 7th August, 1943, Gen. ASS43

To Forces serving in East and West Africa a. To fO'I‘ECeS ?:t?tf::t?-azljigpA(;LntSse?\?iz\éed by To Members of H.M. Forces
and Naval personnel in the Mediterranean =gypt - . stationed in the Great Britain
b. To civilians in SR from Forces in the for a fee of 6d

areas served by the Service



ASLC to Algeria

South Africa operated its own system of ASLCs which
could be used by South African troops in S. Rhodesia

The sender has used a South African ASLC and added S.
Rhodesian stamps. It is not certain if this was necessary
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June 1944 South African ASLC
From Serviceman at I.T.W. to a Civilian in Algeria

(Stage 1 Regulati

tions did not specifically state North Africa)



ASLC to C.M.F.

(Central Mediterranean Forces)
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BY All. MA!L -

PAR AVION

//////

| W’/w,v folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape
the blue bor wrthin which the 7(/// Wy may. be written.

24th March 1945 Type 2a ASLC
From Serviceman at Moffat to a Serviceman in C.M.F.
(Stage 1 Regulations)

Stage 1 Regulations did not specifically
cover North Africa



ASLC to B.N.A.F.
(British North African Forces)

The regulations concerning the use of the service were
continually changing and were perhaps not fully understood by
the users. This ASLC was sent by a serviceman serving in S.
Rhodesia to his civilian brother who was attached to the Press
Corps with the British North African Forces and therefore did not
require the additional 3d. franking.
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It may well be that the sender applied the additional 3d. in
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S e Libyan ! Desert
l 100 200 km
i 50 100 miles

(Variant of Stage 2 Regulations)
Map showing area covered by B.NA.F



ASLC from Egypt to South Africa

This ASLC is a variant of the service in as it was posted
by a serviceman in Egypt.

The Anglo-Egyptian Postal Treaty came into effect on
1st May 1941 and provided for the use of “Egyptian
Prepaid” date-stamps. Postage stamps or Active
Service Letter Cards of any allies were accepted.
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An example of “Egypt
Postage Prepaid”
postmark

~NZ | ACTIVE SERVICE
8Y AIRMAIL | LETTER CARD

PAR AVION

FOR USE ONLY WHEN ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS
ON ACTIVE SERVICE

//?£7_<9/f/f7,

J /4/-’4’/.:/67,

When folded, the-/etter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address onfy may be written.

27t May 1943 Type 1b ASLC
From a Serviceman in Egypt to a Civilian

in South Africa.



ASLC to South Africa then Ceylon

Over eight months this well travelled
ASLC bears many handstamps including

“NO TRACE AT FLEET MAIL OFFICE or HMS
LANKA” and “"BRITISH FLEET MAIL" date-
stamps of 05.03.45, 12.04.45, 18.04.45,

02.05.45 25.09.45
Durban date-stamp of 27 Sep 1945
Salisbury date-stamp of 5 Nov 1945

Reverse of ASLC

A ACTHVES o AL E)

e awran { LETTE v ARE NE

PAR AVION

28th February 1945 Type 2b ASLC
From a Civilian in Salisbury to a sailor at HMS Assegai
(Variant of Stage 2a Regulations)

HMS Agessai was originally the Corsica, a ship of
1,100 tons, built in 1895. In 1942 she became the
Royal Navy training centre HMS Assegai at Durban

HMS Lanka was the Royal Naval Headquarters
in Colombo, Ceylon
10



Air Letter to Palestine

The first Civilian Letter was issued on
25" October 1944 (Postal Notice 31 of 44)

P.N. No, 31,] © [23rd October, 1944,
' AIR LETTER SERVICE
With effeet from 25th October, 1844, a civilinn “ Air
Letter” service will ho available to the United Ilingdom,
Northern Ireland and Eire and all countries participating in
the Empire Air Mail Scheme as follows:—
Aden Malta
Australia Mauritius
Ceylon New Hebrides
Cyprus New Zealand
Egypt Nigeria
Eire ) Palestine
Fiji Islands Seychelles
Gambin - - Sierra Leone
Gilpert and Ellice Islands Solomon Islands
_Gold Coast | Sudan {Anglo-Egyntian)
India Tonga
Xenya, Uganda and Transjordan -
Tangunyika ; United Kingdom
g ’ Zanzibar

Letter written in German

D.E. / 2

BY AIR MAIL

AIR LETTER

IEANYTHING IS ENCTLOSED
THIS LETTER WHLL BE/SENT

BY ORDINMRY MAIL.
Z! C‘ L

31st October 1944 Civilian Air Letter Card
From Bulawayo to Haifa. Palestine

11



ASLC to Kenya and Ethiopia

ASLC initially addressed to OETA (Occupied
Enemy Territory Administration) and forwarded
to Neghelli in Ethiopia

Victoria 4

Map showing location of Neghelli
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BY AIR MAIL N CARD

PAR AVION

Toasd [ f{‘pay of Lssece. /%//afr. '“:“3\\ S

Do
%?‘ 7 4 /f@é W%
oE7A.

When folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address only may be written.

17th November 1941 Type 1a ASLC
From a Serviceman in Bulawayo to a Serviceman in Kenya
(Stage 1 Regulations)
Posted on First Day of Service

12



\Z 4 ACTIVE SERVICE {?

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

LETTER CARD

FOR USE ONLY WHEN ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS
ON ACTIVE SERVICE

ANOPKAGAR,

/F anything is enclosed, this card will be sent by ordinary mail.
M,
M -
TRANKY K
THE ALY KM Ity P o100 ap
INDIA | T
bisr p u( 5
S
/ ' <
IN DA
When folded. the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border. within which the address only may be written.

ASLC to India

Type 1b ASLC

From a Serviceman at Hillside Camp to a Civilian in India.
(a Variant of Stage 2 Regulations)

— zl‘ : "= —
ACTIVE SERVICE

POSTAGE AND REVENUE

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

LETTER CARD

/f anything is enclosed. or if it is addressed by a civilian to a civilian,

this card will be sent by ordinary mail. — * x  x %

?0101 KA, T

“/70" TN TARVIS
/'fsol. ilff;tmv)\.
SE, AA.F

TAND/A,

When folded. the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border. within which the address only may be written

215t July 1945 Type 2b ASLC

From a Civilian in Umtali to a Serviceman in India.

Stage 2a Regulations

13



ASLC to South East Asia (Burma)

7t Battalion Gold Coast Regiment was part of the
Royal West Africa Frontier Force which served in
Burma with 5 (W.A.) Brigade, 81 (W.A.) Division

; CHINA
L
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SARMY.CH
[
Bor”
T
; Date unclear Type 2b ASLC
} From a Civilian in S. Rhodesia to a Serviceman in Burma
Wi Stage 2a Regulations
Map showing the Burma Campaign Image taken from the Internet

Bendigo Military Museum collection
14



ASLC to New Zealand.

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

FOR USE ONLY WHEN ADDRESSED TO MEMBERS
ON ACTIVE SERVICE
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When folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape

to the blue border, within which the address aﬁ/y may be written. » i G

Type 1a ASLC
From a Serviceman at Hillside Camp
to a Civilian in New Zealand
Stage 2a Regulations
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[ anything /s enclosed,

When Ffolded,
to the blue border, within

this card will be semsbyvrdinary mail.

B opie gl a .
" N Ly <€ alctent
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’;I".-r
must conform in size and shope &
which the address only may be written.

13t

From Deputy Provost Marshall in Bulawayo to a Civilian in

h July 1944 Type 1c ASLC

New Zealand
Stage 2a Regulations

15



ASLC to U.S.A.

ASLC from a refugee in Rusape Refugee Settlement

The writer, Marysia, writes to her Uncle as follows "I dear
uncle feeling fine only I am worried that five weeks
passed and have not received a letter from my husband.
I do not know if he is alive or something happened
because now as you know uncle there are terrible battles
in which he takes action ...."”

Thus the writer’s husband is with the Polish Free Forces
and therefore she would be entitled to use ASLCs for her
letters to him. It seems probable that she did not
appreciate that these ASLC could not be used to the USA.

RUSAP' POL,SA/

GEE SETTLENS

Cachet of Rusapi Polish Refugee
Settlement (on reverse)

11th August 1944 Type 2b ASLC
From a Refugee in Rusape Camp to
her uncle in the U.S.A.
(Not covered by Regulations)

As the surface rate to the U.S.A. was 3d.
the ASLC most likely went by sea.

16



ASLC to Canada ~ NZ . | ACTIVE SERVICE {“
| BYAIRMAIL 1 LETTER CARD

-

If anything is enclosed, or it is R0 dessed
this card will be sent by opdins 45

Late use of ASLC to Canada

Canada was never part of the ASLC
service

When Folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address only may be written.

13th January 1947 Type 2b ASLC
From Bulawayo to Serviceman in Canada
This ASLC would have been treated as a normal letter and sent by sea

17



ASLC to Iceland

On 10t May 1940 British Military Forces sailed into
Reykjavik harbour. The number pf troops stationed there
was about 25.000. In July 1941 the responsibility for
Iceland’s defence passed to the United States, but the
British retained a number of squadrons for the protection
of Atlantic convoys.

Iceland was not officially covered by any of
the ASLC regulations but it would appear
that this has been treated as if to the UK.

18t August 1945 Type 2b ASLC
From a Serviceman in Salisbury to
a Serviceman at Reykjavik (his brother)
.(Variant of Stage 3 Regulations)

18



ASLC to U.K.

BY AIR MAIL
FAR / VION
M‘,
FOR USZ ONLY WHEN A
ON ACTI

/£ anything is enclosed, this card will be sent by ordinary mail.

235123 LAC & CAKROLAN,
‘DL FNeNE
RAF UPqyoON,
- NR MARKBOROUGH,
Wik TSHIRE,
LNGkAND

%en folded, t/)e letter card must conform in size and shape
to tbe blue éon/er mtﬁm W/)/c/) the address only may- be written.

17t December 1943 Type 1b ASLC

From a Serviceman at Moffat Camp to a Serviceman in U.K.

(Variant of Stage 3 Regulations)

ACTIVE SERVICE
BY AIR MAIL LETTER CARD

PAR AVION

/f anything is enclosed, or if it is addressed by a civilian to a//@/ia/r
this card W/// be sent by ordinary mail. * x x *

3
AN
%

Do %Wjﬂw Kf/uy& "

g@d@x: AL ra %>

When folded, the letter card must conform in size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address only may be written.

s

19th March 1945 Type 2b ASLC

From a Serviceman at Guinea Fowl to a Civilian in UK.

(Unapproved Stage 3 Regulations)

Stage 3 Regulations did not cover ASLC to Civilians and

ASLC may have been sent by sea
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ASLC to U.K.

ACTIVE —+ BKTIEWE

SERVI(E : PAR AVION ; l’ IEN‘

LETTER (ARD *%="\ué7es BRIEFKAART

K anything is enclosed, this Cord l As enigiots ingestuit wond sal hierdie
will be sent by ordinary mail” | ‘aaré per gewone pos gestuwr word

P71 B A Wk pce
Use of South African ASLC to the UK correctly 43 § -
rated but officially not covered by Y RusTHALL PIVENUE
Stage 3 Regulations TFEDrORD  JHRNK

AONDons W K

LETTER S, ANGCLANE
hen £olded, the Letter Card must |  Wanneer _gewa, moet die Brieffaart
contorm in size and shape to | die grootte en vorm van die blou

the blue border, within which | rand %é, waarin alleenlik die
the address only may be writtenn | adres geskryf moet word..
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Date not clear, South African ASLC
From a Serviceman at Norton to a Civilian in UK.
(Unapproved Stage 3 Regulations)
Stage 3 Regulations did not cover ASLC to Civilians and
ASLC may have been sent by sea



ASLC Used by Civilians to U.K.

Incorrect Use of Card

\Z ACTIVE SERVICE }
8Y AIR MAIL | LETTER CARD

PAR AVION

I anything is enclosed, or if it is addressed by a civilian to a civilian,
this card will be sent by ordinary mail » «

Rarnes,
40, The BSchools,
Shrewsbury,

Ingland,

When folded, the letter card must conform in'size and shape
to the blue border, within which the address only may be written.

4th December 1945 Type 2b ASLC
From a Civilian in Umtali to a Civilian in the UK

The writer writes “This 3d. Card is really only
for Service use and is one left over after Dennis
was demoded but I expect it will pass muster.

Correct Use of Card

| POSTAGE AND REVENUE |

Y

BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION

/f anything is enclosed, or if it is 5
this card will be sent by ordinary

el (JU.J 2 3 PO
< a&'ﬁs
;:—J
13
When folded, the letter card must conform in siheina’ shape

to the blue border, within which the sddress only may be written.

15th January 1947 Type 2b ASLC
From a Civilian in Salisbury to a Civilian in the UK
ALSC could be used to the UK if correctly uprated
(Postal Notice 31 of 44)
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