AIR MAIL POSTCARD RATES:— 1931 — 196

A display to publicise the variations of airmail postcard rates from
h of the postal authorities, Southern & Northern Rhodesia, and
asaland: this by way of describing the complexity of the different
tcard rates, and their gradual reduction by 1938, and why there is the
at scarcity of examples of most rates [in the hope that this exhibit will
> rise to examples being published in our Journal].

Except for some “first flights”, most airmail posfcards are scarce,
ept destination U.K. Many destinations and rates are rare. By 1932
thern Rhodesia Post Office published 27 groups of destinations with (for
1ail collectors!) 17 different rates for postcards.” For example, 59 to
th West Africa, 1/2¢ for India and U.S.A.; and ranging up to 4/11¢ for
Argentine (the precision of each rate fascinates one!) — but to find one
ctly franked!

I chose to display chronologically all three postal authorities in parallel
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18 APR 1933 Victoria Falls: 7¢ air mail to U.S.A. - NOV . But
to New York only 6¢ from Feb. 1936! - until 1939 — p.p.c. of “Victoria
Falls Bridge”. Percy M. Cark.
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16 MAY 33 Abercorn 59 via Mpika 18 MAY 1933, thence by air mail

to London. 5¢pc rate 1/11/1932 — 1/5/34. Uprated 1%¢ psc with long
message of travels.
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L. A. Wyndham, Esqg.,
oste Restante,

DURBAN,

19 MAY 33 Bulawayo 2% air mail to Natal: 1/11/32 — 1/6/34.
Uprated %¢ Field Marshall psc — Durban 22 MAY.
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25 JAN 34 Broken Hill: 3% Air mail to Uganda 1/11/32 — 29/6/37.

19 psc uprated. Long message — discontented staffer,between birds-

egg collectors!
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| 8.3.34 Blantyre 6° by air mail to U.K. Feb 1934 — Nov. 34 — first
regular airmail feeding into Cape to Cairo, etc. existing service.
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SR 1 APR 34 Gwelo: 5'%% Air mail to Europe - 1/11/32 —27.7.38.

Field Marshal %49 psc uprated, arrived Leipzig 14.4.34.

Date? This is a puzzle: franked 1/2¢ — the Europe LETTER rate Jan
1932 — 1935 and dated 3 MAY 31 2 p.m. (oris it 3 MAY 33 12 p.m.?
What First Flight 1931 or 1933?). Any ideas?




."’W‘Wq%‘*j :
"‘"‘ 2 "&'P 57Y) GP ‘@;S.V}'b

T ‘-/\’V‘ﬂ Fad:vw
C RTE POSTALE

Clo1 ummm mo ﬂTMaM Address ""

a

TN ;)?

‘:\gvj-:)-mﬁ Pl A-v\q-vi
4999

q
M Ceyv)
s

1;“
E
¢ &
?3“
é
<
L 4
g
P
y2AL
¢
L
;:

Ee T e e Ce T Ce e e

N()RTHL RN RII ODL S IA

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS SIDE

TS Sop7 O /0/75@//

./ﬂnz/—*n b/f oA

/5”50’76_@5/ 67)’6/7%
/(Cﬂ//ryaﬂ/}/) L

=

31 JUL 34 Nkana: 2%air mail to South Africa 1/5/34 to 1937 29/6/37,
joined (BEAS)
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SR 5 JAN 1935 Gwelo 2¢ air mail to Nyasaland 8.3.34 — 23.2.38, %44 SR
psc uprated. Arrived Blantyre 10 JAN 35, Zomba 11 JAN.
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NR 4 AUG 36 Broken Hill 3¢ air mail to U.K. 1/12/34 —28/7/37. Arrived
13 AUG 1936. Re purchase of “6¢ Cape Triangular on cover!”.
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9 DEC 1936 Salisbury: 3¢ air mail to U.K. 1 DEC 1934 — 28 JUN
1937. (In step with NR!) 1,4 field marshal psc uprated.

Postcard rates, particularly on Imperial Airways routes between
1don and Cape Town dropped steadily: Nyasaland 59in 1933, to 4% in
1934, and 3% by June 1935 (all to U.K.).

Northern Rhodesia (to U.K.) similarly 11/1932: 59;3/1934: 4%9: and
1934: 34, And Southern Rhodesia 12/1931: 109d; 11/1932: 5¢:

1934: 34

But all this was swept aside by the first stage of the British Empire
mail Scheme, when all letters were sent airmail from Southern and East |
ica at 29 per postcard (letters 2¢ per ' 0z.) operative from 27 June 1937.

But rates off the BEAS routes remained, with many incremental
ations, which altered considerably up and down between 1934 and 1939,
between the three postal administrations. I can find a rate of almost
ty /4 increment between 1%¢ and 2/2%¢ and many higher (e.g.
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with an air mail etiquette. Via Lusaka 29 JUN 37, arrived Uplands, Kenya 2 JY
37. (Superscription seems to note change of postal routing) and 24 rate — the
only BEAS raise?! With British Empire Air Mail Scheme air mail etiquettes
were not required and all first-class letters and postcards went by air.

9 AUG 1937 Umtali, 2¢ BEAS to any BEAS destination.
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20 JUN 39 Livingstone: 8¢ air mail to Germany. From 28.7.38 until
WWII commenced.
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10 AUG 1939 Salisbury — BEAS reduced to 149 for postcards. (2™
stage of BEAS: 23 FEB 1938). Just before BEAS abolished on
outbreak of WW2.



Postcards through the period of WWII are seemingly very scarce. The
AS was suspended on 8™ September 1939 on the outbreak of war and all
mail rates, except South Africa, increased by December.

Airmail to Europe was suspended in June 1940. A service to the
1ericas was cautiously introduced - to start with via West Africa and
1zil in March 1942 (at 2/3%¢ for a postcard!) The U.K. service re-started
ly 1944.

ICT 46 Gatooma. 7% air mail to UK. 7% to U.K. reintroduced from

3 Z ; B : %A’/’W
q %’23 F - %vnw%‘ca,
Rbpetisery | 27
3/5/44  An uprated 2" psc additionally hand-struck “BY AIR TQ
LONDON ONLY?”, addressed to Italy from an internee or p.o.w. The
service for onward surface transmission to liberated Europe operated
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11 JUL 1947 Victoria Falls: 69 air mail to Europe from Southern

Rhodesia ppc with 6¢ Victory issue of Princess Margaret, 5 MAY 47
to 1 MAY 50.
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15 FEB 49 Marandellas: 4% air mail to U.K — ppc of a sable antelope
bull.




26 FEB 1951 Salisbury: 6¢ air mail to U.K. 1/5/50 to 1/6/53.
ppc of Victoria falls.

Gt

Published by the Rhodesia Railways, Ltd.

Victoria Falls. The BridPe and
Boiling Pot.

“23.3.53” Victoria Falls 1/- air mail to Canada — 1/4/50 — 1/6/53 —
“The Bridge & Boiling Pot”.




16 FEB 53 Umtali: 7% air mail to Europe 1/5/50 — 1/6/53

ppc “ETB”: Main Street, Umtali.
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2 JY 53 Livingstone: 9¢ air mail to Europe from 20/4/53
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Vl(_wrla Falls. A view“of the Main Falls /Z{ S 4
from the Rain Forest,
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N 7 FEB 57 Victoria Falls: 1/39 air mail to U.S.A. from 27/8/54.

ppc of “Falls from Rain Forest”.
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N 11 JAN 1958 Umtali: 8¢ air mail to U.K. from 1/6/53
ppc “ETB” “Zimbabwe Ruins: Fort Victoria”.
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NOV 1959 Fort Victoria 3¢ air mail to Kenya from 1/6/53 or earlier
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BALANCING ROCKS NEAR SALISBURY. -_—__—_m

12 JAN 1959 Sinoia — 6d 2nd class air mail to UK.

ppc “Balancing Rocks”: Very short message. Rare eXample of 2nd
class air mail postcard (to U.K. only).
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7 OCT 58 Salisbury: 1/6¢ air mail to Australia from before 1/7/59

ppc of African bushman
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5 MAY 61 Blantyre: 3¢ air mail to P.E.A. Mozambique
¢ “homemade”. 3¢ rate raised from 29 1/7/59 in line with rate to
outh Africa. (A.P.U.)




