The Zimbabwe 1996 45-cents additional value: its use and misuse
Introduction

Every so often the Zimbabwe PTC has hastened into service an additional value stamp to cope with fast
rising postal rates. The 1996 45-cents is an interesting instance, and it was rushed into circulation only a
few months after the Fourth Definitive series had been introduced in January 1995. When internal and
airmail postal rates increased a year later, the Zimbabwe authorities introduced the new 45-cents value.
The relevance of this stamp was, however, short-lived because of the hyper-inflationary context.

Throughout the mid 1990s, bank statements, monthly accounts and correspondence overseas remained
constant: now, teamwork from three RSC members has brought together an array of covers, variations and
postmarks offering fresh insight into usage during the post-independence era.

Useful information about the 45-cents additional value can be found in the Encyclopaedia of Rhodesia and
Zimbabwe stamps and on the RSC website; the stamp is described as an addendum to the 1995 Definitive
Issue which featured Agriculture, Mining and Historic Buildings themes. The original set of Mining stamps
(5¢c, 10c, 30c, 40c and 50 c) designed by Cedric Herbert illustrated smelting and open cast coal mining
scenes; the 10 cents stamp represented blasting in a gold mine, barely recognisable as an underground
setting.
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A study by Adrian de Bourbon (RSC Journal 229), provides detailed analysis of Zimbawe postal rates

(in Excel worksheet format) and Rod Kantor cited this study during an Australian 2021 SWANPEX event.
This database provides an essential starting point for insight as to why the Zimbabwe postal authorities
decided to issue the 45-cents additional value in June 1996. From 2006, it becomes increasingly challenging
for philatelists to keep track of the increases in postal rates because the Zimbabwe currency was ‘revalued’
every few weeks by the removal of noughts from the previous rates (three 000s, eventually 10, resulting in
billions of Zimbabwe dollars).

Herewith a simplified interpretation of the ZimPost notifications from 1990 - 2000:
Basic Zimbabwe Postal Rates 1990 — 2000

1990 1991 1995 1996 1997 2000
|Interna| Mail Letters 20g 15c¢ 20c 35c 45c 80c S8
|Registration fee (internal) S1 extra $1.67 $2.40 S3 $5.10 | $12.80

Surface mail to Europe 20g 25¢ 43¢ $1.30 $1.20 $2.40 S14
Airmail to Europe 10g 35¢ 60c $1.75 $2.20 $3.80 s21
Airmail to Rest of World (Asia) 10 g 38c 65c¢ $2.30 $2.50 $5.10 S28

Source: ZimPost Philatelic Bulletins 1990 — 2000. Geoff Brakspear, Adrian de Bourbon and Rod Kantor,

RSC Journal 229, pages 148-149 ‘From 1c to ZWS1 Billion in 28 years’ and ‘Zimbabwe Postage Rates — an

Exercise with Noughts.’




The Zimbabwe Posts and Telecommunications Corporation context in June 1996

Extracts from the Government Gazette in June 1996 instituted guidelines for the forthcoming elections
whilst the PTC sought tenders for the upgrading of certain services and facilities. According to these
records, Matabeleland postal services were on the brink of digitalisation and the Central Post Office in
Harare was to be equipped with two brand new escalators. Neither of these realisations were attained
whereas an electoral straitjacket was indeed imposed.

l W.ezsx_.,
AT t."_; __j

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE

EXTRAORDINARY

Published by Authority

Vol. LXXIV, No. 32 4th JUNE, 1996 Price $3,00
CONTENTS
Statutory Instrument Issued as a Supplement to this Gazette
Extraordinary
Number

83A. Electoral Act, 1990: Proclamation 4 of 19%.

’ B S{H;akﬂlmnudwmwkmumﬂu
-ulkr Q ities and civil works for tower
O oo e 25,96 Teader docaments . evalabh fros »&?mm‘%ma::: :‘::::‘ The tenders must be enclosed in sealed envelopes and endorsed on
. e Pehedig Offce; A Tiskdves,Compastion, .0, | soing of n SUAE: Tho SE4E3 dll combt of » smb oomiod the outside with the advertised tender number, chc description and
ZESAL96.Tenders s o o the comuucion of Admioisis- system incluing eabic record system and service order system. the closing date.
Noa sefundable Sepcnt of $100,00. Clooing e 57 96 Coswacsing Qohwvhy o i :
< a c g i in the nce of bi resentatives
SZERA O Supgty tad aatvecy of Gede st Posts and c 4. Bids will be opened in th of bidders’ representati
mumm ystem Clsing o, {59 Non- | Parchsin fenderdocument who choose to attend at 10:00 hours on 13th June, 1996, at the
deposit fee Amﬂmmdﬂmmmnyenmyhzmm . .
ZBSAA5%6 Supply e eivery of e s vehictes. Cloing E“’;‘m:fm E58 Sppsoatien to S Su Wik gt address in paragraph .3 above.
) per volume (Jot).
E"""“"' Sanbe ipeched ';‘m""‘,’;,’;‘& Payments shail be effected 1o PTC Account No. 25.03566-1 a1 R. MUTAMBIRWA,
mnrky Sixth Floor, uep-l House, cormer SamoraMachel | Zimbank, Union Avenue Branch, Harare. 10-5-96. Postmaster-General.
Avenve/Leopold Takawira Street, Harare. hlwdwwmunym:&oﬂ. m - =
mmm%&roﬁ CO"OIATIOH T!m — Geﬂml No‘ice l” of 19%.
MATABELELAND DIGITALISATION PROJECT e ... [ S
Invitation for bids PO. no:cnsf — Ottice 10N A? = POSTAL AND TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES
Tender No. 9066 gm"m" ‘: bl b byl ACT [CHAPTER 250)
(mmmn e i oo Zhabione.
Fu :,-(55:“ ot o Telex: 22821, PTC HQ ZW ; 3 S0 ’
cperation Fund. Jspaa (O e frbrsirorpoetes Telephoac: 72881 | Ext, 2417 Information Concerning the Invitation for Bids
s s w-ﬁﬂm"““m satmgperint ‘ (Postal Notice 10 of 1996)
contract(s) issued from the present Invitation for All bids must be sccomparied b otee of
i B B et FO— - W ,
address: y is hereby notifi at osts and Telecommunications
m“? et “,,”"‘ veohaes with cxporieace n comparable |  Secrcary, Rl B s B Corporation invites bids for the following tender:
dmmrqpv«dm Eligible source countries are all coentries P.O. Box CY 408, ukmumm
and areas. Causcway, OR Fourth Ficor, Hoase,
Sty it i I L Tender number Description
The Teader comprite four volumes (Lots). T Telex: %n -
s sl B 1 ko NS | BULAWAYOTY DTBUTION-ZOBARYE ol Suop ydeltvery, Installion,
i st Iniviation fo bids commissioning and testing of
00 eoptcat e cbl TdaRo . s two escalators at Harare Main
'&m 0 copp cable of v of pairs asd sq;;.n lm comea nications Post Office.
*900.000 m PVC pipes. AR @
2720 conceus masholes. u;mm::hm ot eyt B on 0 Corems: .
mmhmm sioaing of exipmest foc TV Distribution in Bulawayo. I. Tender documents are obtainable from the Secretary, PTC
astallation— . .
v e T e o o e Purchasing Committee, Room No. S18, Tenth Floor, South Wing,
Koogoodefusirobmmpry o8 i, S, FCHO . st A T Runhare House, 107, Union Avenue, Harare, or by writing to P.O.
2 Floor, Runhare House, 107, Ut
“Laring dnsalon o e st bl :'A crstvapr s ._-_A_'m...,u o b&‘)i; CY 331 .Causew.nhy. A_non-refundable fee of $100,00 per set of
Thistog ik i cniod Bl 5 sk umow:num;‘?mmmn mnﬁfm&( idding documents is required.
i S RO ARl sra e Conrog p.m”m‘m e e e e et o 2. All bids must be delivered to the following addresses:
'r:umqmwmmamum ‘.A“M -em\tyoﬂpumtolw Bypo“ Byhaud
VOLUME 11 (Lt 2) m_mnw»- fnstatiation, wumummwuhlm ) o
:.!T ‘mng o730y ”.‘::“V!m::h By post By hand The Secretary, The Secretary,
s F ? ; . 5
Socialing poer s ar-<condioning. Bl I it Purchasing Committee, Purchasing Committee,
VOLUMET Lot3) £ Box O 08 . mﬁ Rosd, Posts & Telecommunications Posts & Telecommunications
a1 niﬂn) H‘T: Lhmlc\u) N'ylmmibw. h\m Harare, z i Y « S:OWOH’ COrporauon'
Lup- OnLCerDm m«bdmlommunmy 19th September, 1996, =ttt T - - -




The additional 45 cents value was introduced on 3 June 1996.
The design depicts three mineworkers drilling in an underground tunnel and surrounded with extracted

ore. No ‘official’ PTC First Day covers were made available to the public, but a small number of privately
produced first day of issue covers have been tracked down. The designer, Cedric Herbert, intended the 45-
cents stamp to represent teamwork in the mining sector.

ADDITIONAL 45c, POSTAGE STAMP ; FOURTH ZIMBABWE DEFINITIVE ISSUE

Orders for the above mentioned stamp may be sent with orders for the
"SCENIC VIEWS OF ZIMBABWE" special issue and will be combined in the
same despatch as this issue in July, 1996, 4s there will be no official
Tirst day cover for this additional stamp, single or combinstions—theve
of-i.e. eylinder blocks etc.— will be included on invoices for STANDING
ORDERS for the July issue,

The designer

Cedric Donald Herbert (1937 - 2011) was an ex-Rhodesian
airforce veteran who had also trained as a draughtsman
and commercial photographer. After independence, he
designed many of Zimbabwe’s most distinctive stamp
series; these include the UN Decade for Women, Harare
Conference Centre and 4th Definitive issue, among others.

POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS CORPORATION

Philatelic Bureau, P.O. Box 4220, Harare, Zimbabwe

Bulletin No. 4 of 1996

ADDITIONAL 45¢ POSTAGE STAMP: FOURTH ZIMBABWE
DEFINITIVE ISSUE

An ional Definitive Is: " be rel 3 June, 1996,

Postal rates were incraasad with effect from 19 January 1996 and it has been found necessary o issue the additional
stamp valued at 45¢c in order to cater for various miscellaneous charges.

45¢ — ILLING —

On 3 June, 1896, the Post and Telacommunication, will be lssuing an additional 45 cent p on thi
dofinitive zet, dapicting mining In Zimbatwe

The 45 cant stamp shows one of the many facets of underground mining where teamwork is absolutely essential.
The stamp was painted by Cedric Herbart a local Zimbabwean artist,




Below: an extremely rare FDC that was printed for Geoff Brakspear’s philatelic circle —

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
3rd JUNE 1996

.

FOURTH DEFINITIVE ISSUE
ADDITIONAL 45¢ VALUE

Making sense of the four print runs and numbers of stamps in circulation
There were four printings between 1996 - 97 on two different paper types, D and E.
The Concise Zimbabwean Stamp Catalogue is a first stop for guidance:

‘Type D: 1987 -1996. Harrisons HS6 was replaced by their HS8 which is another type of lithographic
paper. Fluorescent front and back. PVA cream gum. Also used briefly in 2000.

Type E: August 1996 - January 1997. An altogether different paper. It is slightly thicker than HS8 and the
gummed side is noticeably non-fluorescent and very dark (mud coloured) under UV".

Checking through our stock sheets and during exchanges with David Trathen, we ascertained that the
shiny Type D stamps are rather scare on surviving covers, whereas the buff Type E printing
predominates. The two corner blocks (shown below) are good mint examples of the Type D HS8 print
runs.

Establishing precisely how many of the 45-cents additional value were in circulation has proved
something of a riddle. The left-hand block numbered 0145 on fluorescent paper is from the original run.
The second corner block, number R3 PTC 353874 carries the code used for the last September 1998 print
run on shiny paper.
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In a bid to clarify issues in connection with the four 45-cents printings, we turned to Geoff Brakspear for
his expertise. Here are some of his thoughts on the matter -

‘As you know the 45-cents additional value was issued on 3 June 1996 with three further printings on
7 August 1996 (known as R1), on 14 November 1997 (R2) and in September 1998 (R3).

But why was the 45-cents stamp required in mid 1996? The postal rates were increased for local
postage to this amount on 19 January 1996, almost 6 months before. The local postage rate had
again increased from 11 April 1997 to 65-cents, and as far as | can see there was no particular reason
for the 45-cents duty to continue, so why the R2 and R3 printings?

Colour shades, colour shifts and variations. There are three distinct shades (lavender, violet and a

darker purple.) On later 45-cents printings, the miners’ overalls tend to be a distinctly darker shade,
verging on purple and their helmets appear a bit blurred. The item on the (left, below) shows a fine
example of a downwards shift of the yellow background.
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Images above: on the left an interesting piece with two (likely the 2" and 3™ printings) and
(in the middle) comparison of the miner holding a drill in the early printings and a later printing.
On the right: colour shift (yellow) which shows behind the text at the bottom of the stamp:

Image below: perforation shift to the left on Type D paper (Courtesy of Geoff Brakspear)

o e

UNDURGROUND DRILLING - TEAMWORK '
I E R R R R R R A L R A A R A L
.

e ———e. 8. A A A AAAAAAAAAAASASASSSSSS



@S@SEEEEEEWWBEE@SEEEEEEESEEESEEWE@WEEbFW&WWSEWEEEEEWFEE@
B
g G
(5 | | i
e Zimbabwe 1996 45-cents additional value %
]E‘] A comparison of the original June 1996 issue Type D and later R2 print on Type E [E
ft‘% paper. On the left, a piece dated Harare 19 JUL 97 from the original fluorescent 1 llg
5 print run. Below: examples of the R2 ‘dark’ purple miners’ overallson buff Type E =[5
i) 1 | ] Gy
if paper. . . | [ B
i &
%) Gy
E] - p ) R : Prix _@%
E] { rATe g = 0% _ Cote uj
E] w8 S R ‘f\l.ovﬂﬁ—' @
L) N g : . T
a Gy
i 5
) 5]
a q]
L] o
5

@

(5]

@ )
L ]
2 ]
£ 5y
& Lf%
=] 57
a oy

. [

&@E@E&L@mﬁﬁﬁﬁamﬁ.ﬁﬂﬁuu"ﬁauuﬁﬁdfm.{?@.ﬁeIQ&‘ (e L LS R L A L ey ]



As postal rates soared, the 45 cents value was used together with an assortment of other 4t Definitive
values, and frequently on underpaid letters to Europe. A 1996 cover addressed to ‘Soon Education’, a
correspondence institution in Derby, UK is shown (below, left) - the cover has a MOUNT DARWIN postmark
—and it hints at the confusion that existed during this hyperinflationary period with regard to overseas
postal rates: postage due was collected on delivery in Britain. The second item (below, right) is a quite rare
example of the 45-cents stamp used with a surface mail sticker: surcharge was levied on delivery in Britain.
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Images above: a selection of rather muddled usages of the 45 cents on a/rma/I a 1997 reg/stered letter from
KWE KWE to Jersey ZW510.90: a cover from ZAKA to Herne Bay, Kent was surcharged 38p on delivery.

Image below: a 1997 cover from BELMONT, Bulawayo addressed to Leven, Scotland carrying ZW53.10
postage.

The 1995 Zimbabwe Fourth Definitive issue comprising 16 values ranging from 1 cent to ZW10 is a most
attractive series ; it was used during this period of hyperinflationary economic turmoil. The additional 45-
cents value was employed continuously in the 1996 — 98 period.




Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents additional value: postmarks Avondale — Kariba
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Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents additional value: postmarks Kwe Kwe — Marondera
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Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents additional value: postmarks Masvingo — Southerton

CLASSYVERT X A I g Mount Pleasant

Type €
b ff p4per

CLASSYVERT

limbabwe

E I .». »
s o) i bt B
i Lo . W

! e
s ‘;. S
g |

CLASSYVERT

CLASSYVERT

10



Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents additional value: postmarks Raylton — Zengeza
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Later covers bearing the 45-cents additional value stamp. The cover (below) is rather unique because
the 45-cents stamp used is quite evidently ‘recycled’.

Below: a registered later cancelled 23 March 1998 carrying stamps valued ZW28.90. It has a Hillside.
Bulawayo postmark sent to Mrs Susan Gibbs, the daughter-in-law of the former Governor
Sir Humphrey Gibbs.
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Later covers bearing the 45-cents additional value stamp.
An internal mail cover to MASVINGO 1997 (below) with the typical combination 20-cents open caste coal
mining stamp. The second cover, an airmail letter from WEDZA 20 March 1997 to Sandbach in England was

taxed 26p on delivery.
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Multiple uses of the 45-cent stamp and unusual postmarks.

A 1996 cover (top) from LUVEVE, Bulawayo to the 1YS Finland. The postmark is exceptionally crisp,
dated 06.09.96. Two later covers, 1998 from NGEZI to Transvaal and (below) from KAROI: additional
tax was levied on delivery in each case
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Below: a cover dated 24 December 1996 from KAROI to Derby UK ‘insufficiently paid for transmission
by airmail’. Much of the correspondence to Derby concerned distance leaning courses.
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Below: a 1998 cover from SEKE to Scranton, Pennsylvania, United States. ZWS$7.60 was paid by the
correspondent and cancelled by hand on the rear of the envelope. Taxed on delivery.
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In conclusion, the 45-cents additional value, 17 in the series, was something of an administrative
afterthought; nevertheless, the public found innovative ways of using multiples of 45 for their
correspondence. The stamp was used quite randomly for about two years, both for local and overseas
correspondence. As is so often the case with hasty print runs, the humble 1996 45 cents additional value
featuring miners toiling underground provides plenty of scope for further in-depth philatelic study.

15



Finally, an unusual cover: the letter (below) sent from HARARE in July 1997 bears five 45-cents stamps
and the correct amount: ZW$2.45 to Holland. Interestingly, these stamps are all from the first HS8
‘shiny’ or fluorescent type D paper.
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