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The Zimbabwe 1996 45-cents addi6onal value: its use and misuse 
 

Introduc)on 
 

Every so o*en the Zimbabwe PTC has hastened into service an addi9onal value stamp to cope with fast 
rising postal rates. The 1996 45-cents is an interes9ng instance, and it was rushed into circula9on only a 
few months a*er the Fourth Defini9ve series had been introduced in January 1995. When internal and 
airmail postal rates increased a year later, the Zimbabwe authori9es introduced the new 45-cents value. 
The relevance of this stamp was, however, short-lived because of the hyper-infla9onary context. 
 
Throughout the mid 1990s, bank statements, monthly accounts and correspondence overseas remained 
constant: now, teamwork from three RSC members has brought together an array of covers, varia9ons and 
postmarks offering fresh insight into usage during the post-independence era. 
 
Useful informa9on about the 45-cents addi9onal value can be found in the Encyclopaedia of Rhodesia and 
Zimbabwe stamps and on the RSC website; the stamp is described as an addendum to the 1995 Defini9ve 
Issue which featured Agriculture, Mining and Historic Buildings themes. The original set of Mining stamps 
(5c, 10c, 30c, 40c and 50 c) designed by Cedric Herbert illustrated smel9ng and open cast coal mining 
scenes; the 10 cents stamp represented blas9ng in a gold mine, barely recognisable as an underground 
se]ng. 
 

   
 

A study by Adrian de Bourbon (RSC Journal 229), provides detailed analysis of Zimbawe postal rates  
(in Excel worksheet format) and Rod Kantor cited this study during an Australian 2021 SWANPEX event.  
This database provides an essen9al star9ng point for insight as to why the Zimbabwe postal authori9es 
decided to issue the 45-cents addi9onal value in June 1996. From 2006, it becomes increasingly challenging 
for philatelists to keep track of the increases in postal rates because the Zimbabwe currency was ‘revalued’ 
every few weeks by the removal of noughts from the previous rates (three 000s, eventually 10, resul9ng in 
billions of Zimbabwe dollars).  
 

Herewith a simplified interpreta9on of the ZimPost no9fica9ons from 1990 - 2000: 
 

Basic Zimbabwe Postal Rates 1990 – 2000 
 

 1990 1991 1995 1996 1997 2000 
Internal Mail Le3ers 20g 15c  20c 35c 45c 80c $8 
Registra7on fee (internal) $1 extra $1.67 $2.40 $3 $5.10 $12.80 
Surface mail to Europe 20g 25c 43c $1.30 $1.20 $2.40 $14 
Airmail to Europe 10g 35c 60c $1.75 $2.20 $3.80 $21 
Airmail to Rest of World (Asia) 10 g 38c 65c $2.30 $2.50 $5.10 $28 

 

Source: ZimPost Philatelic Bulle<ns 1990 – 2000. Geoff Brakspear, Adrian de Bourbon and Rod Kantor,  
RSC Journal 229, pages 148-149 ‘From 1c to ZW$1 Billion in 28 years’ and ‘Zimbabwe Postage Rates – an 
Exercise with Noughts.’ 
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The Zimbabwe Posts and Telecommunica4ons Corpora4on context in June 1996 
 

Extracts from the Government Gaze2e in June 1996 ins9tuted guidelines for the forthcoming elec9ons 
whilst the PTC sought tenders for the upgrading of certain services and facili9es. According to these 
records, Matabeleland postal services were on the brink of digitalisa9on and the Central Post Office in 
Harare was to be equipped with two brand new escalators. Neither of these realisa9ons were a2ained 
whereas an electoral straitjacket was indeed imposed. 
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The addi(onal 45 cents value was introduced on 3 June 1996.  
The design depicts three mineworkers drilling in an underground tunnel and surrounded with extracted 
ore. No ‘official’ PTC First Day covers were made available to the public, but a small number of privately 
produced first day of issue covers have been tracked down. The designer, Cedric Herbert, intended the 45-
cents stamp to represent teamwork in the mining sector. 
 

 
 

The designer 
 

 

           
 

 
 
 
Cedric Donald Herbert (1937 - 2011) was an ex-Rhodesian 
airforce veteran who had also trained as a draughtsman 
and commercial photographer. ASer independence, he 
designed many of Zimbabwe’s most disUncUve stamp 
series; these include the UN Decade for Women, Harare 
Conference Centre and 4th DefiniUve issue, among others. 
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Below: an extremely rare FDC that was printed for Geoff Brakspear’s philatelic circle – 
 

 
 

Making sense of the four print runs and numbers of stamps in circula)on 
 

There were four prin9ngs between 1996 - 97 on two different paper types, D and E.  
 

The Concise Zimbabwean Stamp Catalogue is a first stop for guidance: 
 

‘Type D: 1987 -1996. Harrisons HS6 was replaced by their HS8 which is another type of lithographic 
paper. Fluorescent front and back. PVA cream gum. Also used briefly in 2000. 
Type E: August 1996 - January 1997. An altogether different paper. It is slightly thicker than HS8 and the 
gummed side is no<ceably non-fluorescent and very dark (mud coloured) under UV’. 
 

Checking through our stock sheets and during exchanges with David Trathen, we ascertained that the 
shiny Type D stamps are rather scare on surviving covers, whereas the buff Type E prin9ng 
predominates. The two corner blocks (shown below) are good mint examples of the Type D HS8 print 
runs. 
 

Establishing precisely how many of the 45-cents addi9onal value were in circula9on has proved 
something of a riddle. The le`-hand block numbered 0145 on fluorescent paper is from the original run. 
The second corner block, number R3 PTC 353874 carries the code used for the last September 1998 print 
run on shiny paper.  
 

  
  

 

 

  



 5 

 
 

 

In a bid to clarify issues in connec9on with the four 45-cents prin9ngs, we turned to Geoff Brakspear for 
his exper9se. Here are some of his thoughts on the mager - 
 

‘As you know the 45-cents additional value was issued on 3 June 1996 with three further printings on 
7 August 1996 (known as R1), on 14 November 1997 (R2) and in September 1998 (R3). 
  
But why was the 45-cents stamp required in mid 1996? The postal rates were increased for local 
postage to this amount on 19 January 1996, almost 6 months before. The local postage rate had 
again increased from 11 April 1997 to 65-cents, and as far as I can see there was no particular reason 
for the 45-cents duty to continue, so why the R2 and R3 printings? 
 

Colour shades, colour shiDs and varia)ons. There are three dis9nct shades (lavender, violet and a 
darker purple.) On later 45-cents prin9ngs, the miners’ overalls tend to be a dis9nctly darker shade, 
verging on purple and their helmets appear a bit blurred. The item on the (le`, below) shows a fine 
example of a downwards shi* of the yellow background. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Images above: on the le` an interes<ng piece with two (likely the 2nd and 3rd prin<ngs) and  
(in the middle) comparison of the miner holding a drill in the early prin<ngs and a later prin<ng. 
On the right: colour shiM (yellow) which shows behind the text at the bogom of the stamp: 
 

 

 
 
 

Image below: perfora<on shi` to the le` on Type D paper (Courtesy of Geoff Brakspear) 
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As postal rates soared, the 45 cents value was used together with an assortment of other 4th Defini9ve 
values, and frequently on underpaid legers to Europe. A 1996 cover addressed to ‘Soon Educa9on', a 
correspondence ins9tu9on in Derby, UK is shown (below, le*) - the cover has a MOUNT DARWIN postmark 
– and it hints at the confusion that existed during this hyperinfla9onary period with regard to overseas 
postal rates: postage due was collected on delivery in Britain. The second item (below, right) is a quite rare 
example of the 45-cents stamp used with a surface mail s)cker: surcharge was levied on delivery in Britain. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

         
 

Images above: a selec<on of rather muddled usages of the 45-cents on airmail, a 1997 registered leger from 
KWE KWE to Jersey ZW$10.90: a cover from ZAKA to Herne Bay, Kent was surcharged 38p on delivery. 
 

Image below: a 1997 cover from BELMONT, Bulawayo addressed to Leven, Scotland carrying ZW$3.10 
postage. 
 

 
 

The 1995 Zimbabwe Fourth Defini)ve issue comprising 16 values ranging from 1 cent to ZW10 is a most 
agrac9ve series ; it was used during this period of hyperinfla9onary economic turmoil. The addi9onal 45-
cents value was employed con9nuously in the 1996 – 98 period. 
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Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents addi6onal value: postmarks Avondale – Kariba 
	

 

 
 

                                                                                                        Above : Kariba tourism cancel       
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Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents addi6onal value: postmarks Kwe Kwe – Marondera 
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Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents addi6onal value: postmarks Masvingo – Southerton 
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Zimbabwe 1986 45-cents addi6onal value: postmarks Raylton – Zengeza 
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Later covers bearing the 45-cents addi)onal value stamp. The cover (below) is rather unique because 
the 45-cents stamp used is quite evidently ‘recycled’. 

 

 
 

Below: a registered later cancelled 23 March 1998 carrying stamps valued ZW28.90. It has a Hillside. 
Bulawayo postmark sent to Mrs Susan Gibbs, the daughter-in-law of the former Governor  
Sir Humphrey Gibbs. 
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Later covers bearing the 45-cents addi)onal value stamp.  
An internal mail cover to MASVINGO 1997 (below) with the typical combina9on 20-cents open caste coal 
mining stamp. The second cover, an airmail leger from WEDZA 20 March 1997 to Sandbach in England was 
taxed 26p on delivery. 
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Mul$ple uses of the 45-cent stamp and unusual postmarks.  
 

A 1996 cover (top) from LUVEVE, Bulawayo to the IYS Finland. The postmark is excepEonally crisp, 
dated 06.09.96. Two later covers, 1998 from NGEZI to Transvaal and (below) from KAROI: addiEonal 
tax was levied on delivery in each case 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Below: a cover dated 24 December 1996 from KAROI to Derby UK ‘insufficiently paid for transmission 
by airmail’. Much of the correspondence to Derby concerned distance leaning courses.  
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Below: a 1998 cover from SEKE to Scranton, Pennsylvania, United States. ZW$7.60 was paid by the 
correspondent and cancelled by hand on the rear of the envelope. Taxed on delivery. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
In conclusion, the 45-cents addi9onal value, 17th in the series, was something of an administra9ve 
a*erthought; nevertheless, the public found innova9ve ways of using mul9ples of 45 for their 
correspondence. The stamp was used quite randomly for about two years, both for local and overseas 
correspondence. As is so o*en the case with hasty print runs, the humble 1996 45 cents addi9onal value 
featuring miners toiling underground provides plenty of scope for further in-depth philatelic study. 
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Finally, an unusual cover: the leger (below) sent from HARARE in July 1997 bears five 45-cents stamps 
and the correct amount: ZW$2.45 to Holland. Interes9ngly, these stamps are all from the first HS8 
‘shiny’ or fluorescent type D paper. 
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