
The Rhodesian Penny Double Head used fiscally on receipts 

About twenty years ago, the noted Double Head collector and connoisseur, Bob Gibbs, reflected that the 1910 1d Double 
Head was the greatest stamp of the British Empire.  
 
The purpose of this exhibit is to feature this stamp used fiscally on receipts and in doing so discover the often interesting 
aspects of social history of early Rhodesia that can be gleaned from the various documents. 
 
Determining the rarity of these receipts is a complex question. Over 14 million of these stamps were printed between 
1910 and 1913; they must have appeared on thousands of receipts. But each receipt is, in its own way, unique. Most of 
the receipts that have survived come from either Bulawayo or Salisbury. Receipts from other centres are much scarcer. 
The vast majority of surviving receipts come out of Southern Rhodesia – there are very little from Northern Rhodesia.  
 
Not part of this study are the stamps themselves. Printed from two plates, the many printings resulted in a deterioration 
of the plates and, along with the various inkings, produced many flaws and a rich spectrum of colours. Perf. 14 stamps 
are common, Perf. 15 less so, and Perf. 13½ much rarer.  
 
Stephen Reah-Johnson once reflected that “the Penny Double Head is like a desert into which great philatelists 
wander and are then never heard from again”.   This exhibit is just a gentle detour that that avoids that abyss! 
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Perf. 15, Plate B, 

Position 40, on a 

receipt from Insolvent 

Estate 

 12 September, 1912.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Landau Bros.  
Salisbury Branch 

 August, 1911.  

Statement and Receipt 

 

Eric Rosenthal in his 
Rhodesian Jewry and its 

Story, notes a Louis Landau, 
as a member of the well-

known commercial house, 
who was elected Town 

Councillor in two cities - at 
Salisbury as early as 1902, 
and again in Bulawayo in a 

similar capacity from 1922 to 
1927. Later on, a John 

Landau, former chairman on 
Mashonaland Wholesalers 
Association, became active 

in the country's politics 
before and after 
Independence.  

 

Perf 14, Plate B, Position 63 
showing ‘Queen’s Neck Re-

entry. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haddon & Sly Ltd was established in Bulawayo in 1894 as a general dealer by two traders W.H. Haddon and J.W. 

Sly who merged their businesses to suppress competition from other entrepreneurs. In the early days it 

provided a tea room and ladies rest room as facilities for country customers who had journeyed into Bulawayo 

by ox-wagon or Cape cart. In 1910, the company opened a men’s outfitting establishment on Manica Road, 

Salisbury and by 1928, it opened a second branch in Salisbury and, later, in Gatooma. 

 

 

 

 

Haddon & 
Sly  

 
Salisbury 

June, 1912 
Statement and Receipt 

 
Perf. 13½, Master Plate,   

Position 99. 
 



  

 

Avondale 

Village 

Management 

Board  
May, 1912 

Statement and Receipt 

 

Perf. 14, Plate B, Position 24  

 

Avondale was the earliest 
suburb established in Salisbury 
(1903). The first official 
European marriage ceremony 
in Rhodesia took place on the 
Avondale farm in 1894 when 
the Count de la Panouse was 
married to Fanny Pearson 
(Countess Billie) by Lt Col. 
Hugh Marshall Hole. Marshall 
Hole was the Private Secretary 
to Sir Starr Jameson, the first 
Administrator of the British 
South Africa Company in 
Rhodesia. Countess Billie 
managed the dairy farm and at 
the time supplied Salisbury 
with 100 bottles of milk a day 
and 100 pounds of butter a 
week. The statement/invoice 
is an example of the ‘informal 
apartheid’ that existed in early 
Rhodesia. 

 

 

 

Avondale Halt – a sketch by 
Alex Jack from Salisbury 
Changing Skyline. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Marshall_Hole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hugh_Marshall_Hole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leander_Starr_Jameson


 
 

Fitt & Co.  
 

Gatooma 
November, 1912  

 
Statement and Receipt 

 
Perf. 14, B Plate, Position 85.  

 
George Septimus Fitt was born in Twickenham, London in the County of Middlesex, on 12 February, 1863; 
he came from humble beginnings.  Initially a rubber merchant, he later enlisted in the 3rd Glamorgan 
Volunteer Rifles. He then moved to Rhodesia where he was appointed, Lieutenant, Salisbury Field Force 
Corps in the Matabeleland Rebellion of 1896, and Captain and Officer Commanding, Garrison Volunteers 
Corps in the Mashonaland Rebellion of 1897. Fitt and his family settled in Gatooma, where he was Mayor 
on two occasions – 1917 and 1927-1930. The statement is signed by Geo. S. Pitt  
 

 
 

 

Rhodesian Native Labour Bureau 
 

Bulawayo 
September, 1912 

Receipt for Prince George Mine 
 

Perf. 14, B Plate, Position 50.  
 

The Rhodesian Native Labour Bureau, based in Bulawayo, was a commercial body constituted under an 
Ordinance of 1906 and accepted by the High Commissioner and the Secretary of State for the Colonies. Its 

purpose was the collecting and distributing of native labourers and for facilitating their travelling by 
providing blankets, accommodation and other facilities. 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 

D. Beaton – Iron & Timber Merchant 
Livingstone 

June 1912 

Statement/Invoice and Receipt – Perf. 14, Plate B, Position 3. 

Originally established on the north bank of the Zambezi River, Livingstone owes its existence primarily to the Victoria Falls as was a 

staging point across the river. The ‘Old Drift’ Livingstone was ‘moved’ from the banks of the Zambezi in 1905 to higher ground 

away from the mosquito-infested swampy banks. Statements and receipts with use of the 1d Double Heads are very rare.   

 

L.F. Moore, later Sir Leopold Moore, was a chemist and newspaper proprietor, and later a member 
of the Northern Rhodesia Legislative Council. Originally based on the Northern Bank of the Zambezi 

at the Old Drift, he would later resettle at Livingstone. Moore was outspoken critic against the 
British South Africa Company in North Western Rhodesia and was a major supporter of establishing 

Livingstone as the centre of North Western Rhodesia. 

 

Landing Hippo, above Livingstone – postcard published by E. Peters in the first decade 
of the 20th Century. 



 

  

The Mosenthal Rhodesia Agency 
Bulawayo, June, 1913 

Statement and Receipt for Jumpers Mine - Perf. 14, Plate B, Position 71. 

J. Austen 
Que Que, September, 1912 

Statement and Receipt for Prince George Mine – Perf. 14, Plate b, Position 86 

For more than half a century, Mosenthals was the most prominent and probably largest enterprise in Port 

Elizabeth. The Mosenthals, originally from Hesse-Cassel, were the most significant Jewish family connected 

with the early settlement and development of the Eastern Province of the Cape Colony. Harry Mosenthal 

joined with Cecil Rhodes, Alfred Beit and Barney Barnato in establishing De Beers Consolidated Mines 

Limited, thus joining a lot of small mines into a huge conglomerate. The world famous Star of 

Africa diamond was sold by the Mosenthals in London. 

John Austen was born Johan Osterlund in Finland.  He went to sea at fifteen and Anglicised his name on the 
advice of his ship’s captain. Arriving in Southern Africa (East London) and after a short spell in the Kimberley 
diamond fields, he arrived in Que Que in 1894, where he prospered. He became the first Mayor of Que Que 
(1934) where a solid gold mayoral chain was donated by the nearby Globe and Phoenix Mine.  Later in his life he 
sent £250 pounds to Finland to assist them in repelling the Russians in the Winter War (1939-1940) but after the 
Finns joined the Germans in World War II, this ‘grand old man’ of Que Que left half of his considerable estate to 
the British Government to assist with the building of a warship for the Royal Navy. At the first Council meeting, 
Austen stated: We must build all our roads straight, straight so we can see what is coming round the corner.  
 

 



 

 

S. Sykes & Co., Limited 
Bulawayo, June and August, 1913 

 

Statement and Receipt – Perf. 14, Plate B, Position 45 and Perf. 14, Plate A, Position 61 

 

 

Sykes & Co. was a company that 

operated in Bulawayo, Rhodesia in 

the early 20th Century. It was 

involved in various engineering 

and mining projects, such as the 

construction of the Bulawayo 

Waterworks and the development 

of the Globe and Phoenix Mine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 A postcard published circa 1913 

by Smart & Copley, Bulawayo of 

The Globe and Phoenix Mine, Que 

Que 

 



 

 

 

The Argus Printing & Publishing Company Ltd. was a subsidiary of the Argus Company of South Africa who were based in Cape Town and Johannesburg. In June, 1891, the Argus Company sent William Ernest Fairbridge (above) to Fort 

Salisbury to obtain reports about the settlement to send back to Britain. On 27 June, 1891, he filled a German sausage with glue and treacle, and using it as a roller, printed the first copies of The Mashonaland Herald (later to become the 

Mashonaland and Zambesian Times). The postcard above, was published by The Argus Printing & Publishing Co., Salisbury, and shows its offices in Manica Road, Salisbury. The card was used from Kopje Salisbury in 1909.  

 

 

Argus Printing and Publishing Co., Ltd. 
Receipt (November, 1910) and Statement and Receipt (October 1910-January, 1911) 

Perf. 14, Master Plate, Position 78 and Perf 14 – Plate and Position not identified 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Art 
Printing 

Works, Ltd. 
 

Salisbury 

March, 1913 

 

Perf. 14, Plate A, Position 56. 

 

Statement and Receipt  

 

Based in Stanley Avenue 

Salisbury, The Art Printing 

Works Ltd were printers, 

stationers and bookbinders.   

 

They also acted as an official 

ticket seller for the Southern 

Rhodesia State Lotteries. 

A sketch of the Art Printing Works 

by Alex Jack in Salisbury Changing 

Skylines. 

http://www.rhodesianstudycircle.org.uk/southern-rhodesia-state-lotteries/
http://www.rhodesianstudycircle.org.uk/southern-rhodesia-state-lotteries/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.F. Davis & Co. 
Bulawayo, June, 1913, Statement and Receipt - Perf. 14, Plate B, Position 38. 

 

The main street in 

Bulawayo was designed so 

that you could turn a 

whole span of oxen and a 

wagon. By 1910 motors 

cars were first becoming 

evident on the streets.  

 

This postcard, published 

by Paul Schaffer & Co. 

shows the width of the 

main street with a number 

of Cape Carts visible.  

 


