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RHODESIA RAITWAYS NEWBPAPER STAMPS

By H.C. Russell.

The combination of belng a keen philatelist with a desire to search for facts
and a railwayman with fairly long service naturally attracted me to the unusual
"Rhodesia Railways Single Newopancr Stamp“”.

My 1ntorest was ‘aroused when I read an article on this subject by Peter Ibbotson
which appeared in "Stemp Collecting" dated November 6th, 1969. Tater I was
informed by Mr, F.P.B. Howes, a friend with gimilar 1nteregts but who concen--
trates on philately with a Railway theme, about an article by Alan Johnson which
appeared in "Railway Philately' dated Sgptembery 1971, Vol. 5, No. 4. I have
ascertained that some information and some of the ma terial used in both of these
articles mey have originated in recent years from the Public Relations Office

of the Rhodesia Railways through the assistance of Mr, R.C. Hopf. Reference

to Rhodesia Railways Single Newspaper Stomps is also contalned in Robson Lowe's
Encyclopaedia, Vol. 2,

Whilst the contribution of the foregoing is most interesting, I consider the
information to be very scanty, and it occurred to me to investigate as far as
posglble the reasons leading up to the igssue of these quaint "Single Newspaper
Stemps, ' and to unravel other relevant information. The details in this article,
vhich are still incomplete, may interest railwaymen and philatelists in general
and collectors of "railwayana" in particular. It is hoped, by publishing these
details, to obtain more interesting facts, especially concerning +the earlier
issues and, where possible, to add specimens - be they in mint condition or used
=  on.piece - to my collection of this fascinating series of non-postal material.

. When the full story is known it is intended to publish the details in ”MAGNIFY",
a local philatelic maéa21ne produced by the Royal Philatelic Society of Rhodesia
for the wider ;ntere bof philatelists,

r‘hm earliest reference to Newspaper Stemps in Rhodesia is to be found in the Of-
ficial Railway Tariff Book No, 2 issued durlng September, 1903. The appropriate
sections read as follows :~

"The Rhodesia Railways, Limited, and the Beira and Mashonaland Railways.

e N RATES AND FARES

¢.G.R. (Cape Government Railways) and’ Rhodegia Rallways, Vryburg to Gwelo and
Wankie Line,

Newspapers - Parcels of Newspapers and slmllar publlcatlons publlshed and

issued not less frequently than once a month, are carried at half parcels rates

for 200 nlles, Unless charging the full parcels rate for actual distance, or the

rate of *d per newspaper amounts to less, ;

Single newspapers %d, each any distance.
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= reetsof neWSﬂapers and.- perioulcajs ‘mustibhe opsn: at. both-ends. the CompanJ

T@bGIVlﬂg to itself the right of ﬂiam1n1wg “the contents of SucH parcsls™

whenever it may think fit . t6:do s0. - -

Newspaper parcels are carried staticn to station in every casé.

The Beirgoand: Mﬂsh@naland Ra¢1w@yu and :Fhodesia Railways, Gwelo to uPll burv
Section, =i s . , - o T, i :

Newspapers - Parcels of Newspapers are carrled at half parcelc ra Teg. Single
papers are carried at a charge of 1d. per copys ©o be Pranked by stamps obtaln—
able from theﬂAdmlnl tration of the Belra and Mashone iana_ﬁallwayg at Umtali,"

s | e, 3 GDOGRAPHTICAT, DIVISTONS

It should: be borne 1n mlnd that in those early dads Th@ Rail wuy Headquarters
was in Untali. Purthermore, it should be noted that,. the two sections relate
to separate bOOﬁraphlcal lelSlOﬂg,_uhe 15 alnéle Ntwspaper Stamp being valld
in the eastern sector.enly. Why was this necessary?. ,Nhut was valid in the
Western sector? I suggest tha' qt that time (belnre the formatlon of-the Union
of South Africa) separate legislation was essential because the westérn sector
of the railwayline transversed Rnode31m, Bechuanaland and the Cape Province aﬂW.
therefore, it would not have been diplomatic to use this Dp001b1 steamp in those
territories bearing in mind the compllcatoa proc °dure'in plwttlng the révenue
between the territories concerned, whereau a systen does appiy to postage stamps.
For this very reason.I suggest that as yher“atc 1n “this sector was a 5d. normal
postage stemps were used. IO ANY EKAMPLEQ‘EX TuD&I on Wraspers to prove this
theory?. . ' ' ek =

Your attentlon is drumi %o the provisional igesue of s P2 1f~Penny postage

stamps at Livingstone during August, 1917 - sed "MACNIFY" dated July and ‘Avgust,
1971 - where this rate covered the postage of one ”L;v1qgf+one Mail" once per

It is also interesting Ho note that the w"te of id. per single new)paper'

in 1903 is almost the .some.as the lc., per sing.ie newspapsr todg This factor
alone is qu¢te omazing when related 10 ¢ontinudus changes in the “Obt of* living.
On the otherhand we should not lose sight of the Tslavive value of a penny in
those G&le dﬂyg and the valuve placed on reading matter and newspaper of that -
era, }
An understanding..of . the changes of. ovmership, title and operation of the Railweys
is necessary in order tc appréciate “the alterations in design and areas served,

1892 Ju*y : , ey ;

Beira Railway Compeany formad}' ZFéﬁ%esﬁilla-Umtali),

1893 May i

Pormation Bechuanaland Railway Company Linited (Vryburg«northwards)ﬁ
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1894-1904

Tfrv'rmrg»Bu.!.awayo-—-\h.01:c>r1a Falls Sectlon of the Rhodesia Railways progre651vely
worked by the Cape Goverrment Railways. - .

1895 April ‘ g T
Beira Junction Railway “ompaby Timited formod (Beira—Fontesvilla).
1897 April

Formation of the Mashonaland Railway Company Timited. (Umtali~-ihland)°
1899

Bechuansland Railway . Company re-named Rhodesia Railways lelteda

1900

(Beira~Umtali) Salisbury sections of the Beira Railway Compony and the
Mashonaland Reilwey Company combined under one menagement at Umtali and became
known as the "B.M.R."

1902 ... ;

The "B.JI.R." operated the newly opened Salisbury-Gwelo-Bulawayo sections on
behalf of the Rheodesia Railways. : _
Ayrshire Mine and Lomagundi Reilwny Company constructed the Salisbury-Banket-—
Ayrshire 1ine. = ‘ '

1903 February 1.

The Cape Govermment Railways took over the operation of the BulawayomGwelo
section of “the Rhcdesia Railways,

1905«

The Cape Governmend Ru11qus handed over the oyerutlon of the Bulawayo Station
and the lines north thereof to the "B. & M. R. & R.R." Administration at
Tmbali.

1910 September ~:1911 March
The Headquarters of the "B. & LR, ? i t%ansiermod from Umtali to Bulawayo. -
1927 October 1.

Title of +the Beira and Mashonaland and Rhodesia Railways system éhdhged‘tb

Fhodesia Railways Linited. The title B, & M. & R.R." however continued to
appear on the Annusl Reports until 1936.
1936/7

The Mashonaland RailWay Compahy abéorbcdrbv Rhodesia Railways Limited Until -
1947 the Armual Reports bore the title '"Beira cﬂnd Rhodesia Railways®.

19A7 Aprll 1‘7

Southern Rhodes;a chernmcnt purchased Rhodes1a Rallways Lﬁmlted for
9?),642 266, :
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1949 April 6
Port of Beira transferred to Mocanmbidque Jnvornrent,

April -6

Bequ-UltaLl sectnon +ransfcxﬂ@d to Mocanmbique Government,

t

Ocﬁober 1

Nocamblque Railways tock over the working of Beira-Umtali line.

Novenber 1

Fhodesia Railways becsne a siatutory body.

1953 Maxrch 31 : :

'The Shabani Branch wes acquired by Rhodesia Railwdys from Shabani Railwey
Company limited.

1.959 Nbﬁenber 30

Phod031a Railways took over full operation of the Bulawaye-linhalapye Section
fron the South African Railwoys. : S

Coa

beoember 1

Vryburg-Ranatlhabana Section sold to South African Railways for £1,350,000,
1960 e .
Operation of Machipanda~Unteli Section (six riles) taken over by Rhodesia
Railways. :
1961

Beit Bridge (centre of bridee) to Beit Brldge Station (one mwle) teken over
by Fhodesia Railways from the Federal Govermment, ] 2

1964

Owner%hlp of the Rhodesia Railways unltarv sysuc“ passed to ths Govermments of
Rhodesia and Zanbia on rifty-Tfifty basis.

1966 Septenber 26

' Bhodesia Railways took over operation of the 200 nile Mehalapye-lMafeking
section of the line through Botswana from South African Railways.

1967 June 30

S Division of unitary systern and establishment of two separate railway systems:
Rhodesia Railwsys and Zambia Railways whe “eby the Zambia Railways own and operate
the lines north of the Victoria Falls Bridge, and the Rhodesia Railways the lines
in Fhodesia aund Wot SWana . :

TO BE OONTIMED.o a8 o 5 0
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RHODESIA RAILWAY NEWSPAPER STAMPS

by H,C. RUSSELL -

Continued from our June Issue:

The records from the 26th June; 1957, to the present time are complete and
details are given in the paragraphs which follow.

_ The firm "Rhodesian Printers (Pvt.) Ltd., Bulawayo' was printing these
stamps at that time. The narie of the firm has changed over the years, and it -
must be significant to philatelists who collect the postage stamps of modern -
Rhodesia . to know that the firm is now 'Mardon Printers (Pvt.) Ltd." Although
the Newspaper Stamps have always been printed in Bulawayo by this firm the
postage stamps have been printed in Salisbury on far more sophisticated '

machine ry. ol vmses i P R TR et

DETAILS OF PRINTINGS

JOB No. DATE OF ORDER  ORDER No.,  QUANTITY ~ PARTICULARS  DATE OF
' ) E " REQUIRED g " -"- DELIVERY
RHODESTIAN PRINTERS (PVT) LTD., BULAWAYO : §
RE54 26, 6457 54690 2.000 Sheets - 1d Stamps .- . ?,
R1691 26, . 6.59 18637 2 000 Sheets 1d Stamps 1. 3,59
R1812 12, 10.59 28753 L 800 Sheets 1d Stamps 4.11.59
R2562 14, 2.61 /3 -2 000 Sheets% 1d Stamps 23. 3.61
f s 500 Sheets) MONE CENT" 23. 3.61
¥ of above ) 0wk
MARDON RHODESIAN PRINTERS (PVT) LTD., BULAWAYO ) : - ;
R3401 21, B0 11844 500 Sheets "ONE CENT" 26. 6,62
MARDON PRINTERS (PVT.) LTD. BULAWAYO ' , :
RLLBL ©17. 1.64 2930 1 000 Sheets 1d Stamps - 4. 2.64
R6OLL P  B466 5740 . 2 000 Sheets 1d Stamps 13.5,66
R60O45 T 6B 5741 1 000 Sheets "ONE CENT" 13,5,66
R7530 30. 9.69 25829 300 Sheets 1d Stamps - 31.10.69
R8O54 2l. 6.71 87610 1 000 Sheets 1lc Stamps 19.7:7L

Now that we hdve the background to the issue of these stamps let us
examine the stamps more closely and note some of the problems the printers
had to overcome. Four examples of the main groups are illustrated, life
size:- (rig. 8, Fig. 5, Fig. 6, and Fig. 4).

Tt has been confirmed by the printers that ALL the 1d stamps were
prépared in a sheet of 12 rows of 4 stamps equalling 48 stamps per sheet. (Fig.8)
The first of the "ONE CENT" overprint stamps was also prepared in the same (Fig.5)
sheet lay-out. At a later date, however, steps were taken to modify the
lay-out and produce 10 rows of five stamps equalling 50 stamps per sheet,
which would simplify the accounting procedure when decimalisation was
introduced. As only 48 stamp impressions existed in the original letter-
press plate the printers had to manipulate the original plate to meet the
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new nNeed. This was achieved by cutting one complete vertical row from the
plate and dividing it into one strip of five and seven“-single impressions.
It is of interest to note that the main block of 12 x 3, the vertical strip
of five and five of the single plate impressions are-now held by the Rho-
desia Railways Historical Committee for eventual display in the Railway
Archives. o o S TR

In order/ to create the 10 x 5 sheet lay-out two printing runs were:
required; the first being the normal 12 x 4 with the top and bottom rows
trimmed off and the second to add the fifth vertical row of ten stamps. The
loose 1etterpreus plates were re-arranged for the second run and set in place-
with a special fiXative. If a sheet of the "ONE CENT'. stamps is c%refully'(Flg,o)
examined it will" be noted that the FRAME of each stamp in the fifth row is =
OUT=OF-LINE inh relation to the rest of the she t on the left. The printers
confirm that no sheet of stamps exist in this lay-out without the overprint.

Up to this point these stamps had been printed letter-press.

When preparations were being made for the latest lc stamp (Fig.l4) advantage
was taken to convert to offset lithography. Baryta pulls of five of the 1d
stamp were taken and two rows of five were pasted up. A member of Mardons
staff modified the 1ld stamp by "touching up'" copies with red ink and taking
out the downstroke of the "d" to make the 'c'". The new master positive was
stepped and repeated by camera to prov1de a litho~positive 10 x 5. .

D901malluatlon

Now thaL we understand how the printers provided the stamps let us
examine the changes which havc taken place in recent years and how this
affects the use of the stamps.

The 1d stamp is the most common and was in use for many years(Fig. 8).

The first change to take place, on the 14th February, 1961, coincided with
decimalisation in South Africa, Basutoland, Swaziland and Bechuanaland. Why
was this necessary? How did decimalisation in these other territories affect
Rhodesia? = The Rhodesia Railways Newspaper Stamps were being used at Mafeking,
in the northern part of the Cape Province of South Africa! They were possibly
used for’the. despatch of the "Mafeking Mail' to points in Bechuanaland, where
the railway line had becen Rhodesia Railways owned but South African Railways
operateds.s The details of Pallway ownership have been extensively coverud
in the first part of this article -

The Chlef accountant, South African Railways, Johannbsburg, wrote to
the chief accounting officer, Rhodesia Railways, Bulawayo, on the 2nd February,
1961, and requested the supply of lc R.R. Newspaper Stamps, but was informed,
on the 8th February, 1961:- _ .

LR that it will be some tlme before the lc R.R. Ncwspaper Stamps will
be avallable for issue to Mafeking. . /

"In view of the above, it is suggested that the 14 R.R. Newspaper Stamps

on hand at Mafeking on”the lith February, 1961, and any further stocks

issued after the 1lh4th Februa ry, 1961, could be overstamped ”lc” by’ thc

Station Magter before théy are sold to ‘the publlc at a cost of 1lc per stampes."
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This overprint was, . .therefore, prepared specifically for issue to the
station master, Mafeking, to meet decimalisation and could only have been
available from the end of March, 1961, at the carliest. Exauples of the
temporary measurcs in force during February and March, 1961, are unfortunate-
1y missing from my collecction.

It should be noted that the stamps ordered on the 30th September,
1969, amounted to only 300 sheets. This was possibly because of the antici-
pated transition to decimal currency, which was to take placc in Rhodesia
on the 17th February, 1970. It should also be noted that no more stamps were
6rdered until the 2lst June, 1971, long after the introduction of decimali-
sation. '

Obviously surplus stoclis on hand had to be used up. The accounts office,
who controlled the sale of these stamps to newspaper vendors and members of
the public, arranged for a rubber handstamp to be made, which was to be
applied to all stamps as they were sold, (Fig. 7) and in this manner conform
with the latest requirenents.

Prior to the mauve rubber handstamp becoming available the accounts
clerk, as a temporary mecasure, had to inscribe lc manually on all stamps
issueds It is not proposed to illustrate how this was applied because other
specimens may as a result suddenly appear. Mint copies:are scarce, and the
handstamp would have been applied as required on the sheets of 1d stamps in
the 12 x 4 lay~out. This measure was in force during February and March 1970,

Photostat copies of the record of sales from November, 1961 to October,
1971, are now in the Railway Archives, and it is interesting to note the
sequence of sheet numbers ond the main users of these stamps, which are
listed for your information:-

HNewspaper Vendors

1. Rhodesian  Printing and Publishing Co.
- 2. Rhodesia Herald, Salisbury.

3+ Rhodesian News Agency, Gatcoma.

L, Archibald Brothers, Gwelo

5« Bulawayo Chronicle.

Various Stations

6. Station Master, Mafeking

7. Station Master, Gatoona

8. Station Master, Salisbury

9. Station Master,.Victoria Falls
10, Station Master, Banket

11. Station Master, Gwelo.

12. Station Master, Que Que

13%. Station Master, Sinoia

14, Station Master, Mahalapye

Other People

15. B.Jd. Iackie, Cape Town.
16, Rose Stamps and Postal Stationery, Johannesburg.
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- 17+ - 'De Brown, Pretoria.
18, H.C. Russell, Bulawayo
19. B. Morrison, Salisbury
20. . P. Howes, Bulawayo
21. Mr., Perry, Bulawayo

(Incidently, Newspaper Stamps of recent years were not normally
cancelled, and specinens shouldy; for preference, be collected on piece).

The nature of the stamps, the simplicity of design and colour, and the .
purpose for which they were issucd rneant that no:elaborate machinery was
‘needed’in their producticn, Perforations were made by passing the sheets i
“through a perforating machine more than once in each direction, as a result )
some stamps are wider than others because of the angle the sheets entered
the perforator.

The information which is now available should be sufficient for
readers who collect such items to distinguish between the various printings.

I wish to record ny thanks to Mardon Printers, Bulawayo, for their
assistance in providing the printing details and to Messrs. Cloete, Gordon,
Harvey and McNeill of the Rhodesia Rallways accounting branch, who have ‘
assisted in my research in this field, and who have been patient with
ny many queries.

(Both articles published with acknowledgement to
The Rhodesia Railways Magazine).
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