
Malawi, like most other countries, had a major wildlife poaching problem.  

Elephants and Rhinos were the main targets of the international criminal rings, but the “lesser” animals were 

not spared either. Without proper management coupled with  corruption within Government departments, 

the “bush meat” trade caused other species to be decimated. In 1970, the Zebra population in Kasungu    

National Park ( which borders Zambia) was recorded at 4000. A recent game count revealed that there are 

only 9 left.  All is not lost though.  

The Malawi Government with the support of donors,  have appointed organisations like Africa Parks who are 

slowly revitalising these precious nature reserves. The elephant translocation issue illustrates this             

commitment as the article appearing in the Guardian Newspaper suggests. 

Experts in Malawi will move 500 elephants 185 miles across the country to a sanctuary that will act as a 

‘reservoir’ 

This may be used to restore some elephant populations in other parts of Africa where the threatened species 

has been heavily poached. 

The massive relocation, slated for completion next year, will involve darting the elephants from a helicopter, 

hoisting the slumbering animals by crane and loading them in crates on to trucks for a ride of about 185 

miles (300km) to Malawi’s Nkhotakota wildlife reserve. 

The relocation by African Parks, a non-profit group based in Johannesburg, comes amid increasing pressure 

on wildlife across much of Africa and especially on elephants, which have been slaughtered in large numbers 

to meet growing demand for ivory, mostly in parts of Asia. 

“There’s a paradox in Africa where elephants are in steep decline in certain places” but require population 

management in better-protected areas where their numbers are growing, said Andrew Parker, operations 

director at African Parks. 

In Malawi, Parker said, “surplus elephants” stripping large tracts of vegetation and coming into conflict with 

communities at two wildlife parks, Majete and Liwonde, will move to Nkhotakota, a park of 700 sq miles 

(1,800 sq km) with more space and security. 

African Parks manages all three reserves. Nkhotakota currently has fewer than 100 elephants; Malawi has up 

to 1,500 elephants in total. Africa has about 470,000 elephants, down from between 3 million and 5 million 

in the early 20th century, according to the WWF conservation group. 

The elephants in Malawi will be moved in small groups in a first phase in July and August, and again in a    

similar period next year. The Dutch Postcode Lottery, which supports the charity, is a key funder of the 

$1.6m (£1m) relocation. 
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