MATABELELAND VIA THE TRANSVAAL

PIETERSBURG TO BULAWAYO

We saw in the final part of "Mashonaland via the Transvaal!" that
after the conquest of Matabeleland, Salisbury lost its direct connection
with the Rand. Bulawayo was now to become the terminus for the
southern mail routes - the heavy plant on the Wirsings' Bechuanaland
line was diverted from Macloutsie to Bulawayo and a new contract was
concluded with Hollins and Zeederberg for a Pietersburg - Bulaﬂizzz/+‘
service to replace their main line service from Pietersburg toASalisbury
via Tuli, However, as a sop to Victoria residents’Hollins and
Zeederberg agreed to continue a Tuli - Vietoria service for the 1894
dry season only. We also learnt in the earlier chapter that limited
Mashoneland mails were routed via the Transvasl and that the carriage of

these south of Tuli was undertaken without apparent subsidy.

The new contract with Hollins and Zeederberg was made at Salisbury
on 9 June, 189L and provided for a "through mail service between
Pietersburg in the South African Republic and Buluwayo in the Company's
Territory once a week each way and to connect with any mail or passenger
service that may be run from Pretoria to Pietersburg or its vicinity so
long as there is a Government service between the two towns. Any
subsidy allowed or granted by the Government of the South African
Republic for that purpose to belong exclusively to the Contractors."(l)
Although the contract was to commence on 1 August Duncan was able to

telegraph Cape Town on 8 June, 1894 -

"Have arranged everything with Zeederberg to run the Tuli
Bulawayo mail in forty-eight hours for £1600 «es... he also
puts in a weekly service each way with oxen from Tuli to
Victoria eighty-four hours to last during this dry season
please pay him subsidy which has been temporarily detained
and Zeederberg will give up the main line on July 3lst
Zeederberg agrees to carry the mails at once from Tuli to

(2)

Bulawayo so that you can tell French."

French was somewhat piqued by the news in this telegram. He was the
titular Postmaster-General for the new territory and this was the first
intimation of a new contract with Hollins and Zeederberg. He failed

to see the reason for it - everything had been arranged for the Wirsings'
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His Excellency while approving this proposal, wis

=

es

it inveolves no change in t

te is to be the main Postal route t
s

His Excellency undsrstands th
this to be the case, and it is hoped th
by the British South Africa Company. It must be remembered

-

that it is only on this understanding that the Mail Service

through the Protscitorate has been so largely subsidised by Her
+ (L)
[ %

overnment .,

e
o
o

ditor of the Salisbury newspaper was right on the mark when he
M eeeas.Current gossip attributes to (Fhodes) a very strong
prejudice in favour of the Bechuanaland as opposed to both the
Beira and Transvaeal routes into this terriftorfy eceeees S5till,

as regards the Transvasl, which, together with the interests of

naland public, hes been sacrificed for the nmidland

o
route, the facts very strongly point to the rumcur being truse

the same newspaper we learn of the time-table for the new
e

Legve Sunday 9 Delle
Leave Thursday 5 a.n.
Leave Saturday 3 a.d.
Arrive Tuli Sunday 8 paeile
Leave Tull Mondzay 10 aem.
Arrive Bulawayo Wednesday 10 a.n.
Leave Bulawayo Thursday 6 D.i.
Arrive Tuli Saturday 6 pen.
Leave Tuli Sunday L z.m.
Leave Pietersburg Monday 9 Dt
Leave Pretoria Wednesday 8.30 pem.
Arvive Cape Town Saturday 6.40 asm."gb}

time in September or October of 1894 Hollins and Zeederberg los

avesal contract for the movement of malls betwsen Pretoris and

L
igh Commissiocner and Mr Rhodes
o

[0



Pietersburg to George Heys and Co. of reioria(é}bvt this caused no
interruption in their smsrvice. On 26 October, 1894 they were able to
adveritise that their - "Coaches {(although not carryying the Traunsvasl
Mails) will still continue the service betwesen Pretoria and Buluwayo,

Business picked up and on 1 April, 1895
/ A
vy

introduced on the route.

summarised the position as follows -
M ecaves The 2,4, Republic, Orange Free State and Hatal

In th g
expanding their business and on 1 May, 1895 took over the Bechuanaland
1895 the

Sir,
During the negotistions which took
between Mr C.H. Zeesderberg, the Company
the subject of the Maf klpﬂ~Bu7arey© Mail Service, 1t was
1

he Pistersburg-Tuli-Bulawayo service should not

e Mafelking line was in working order.
It is now over twoe months since HMessrs Zesderberg toock up ths
Mafeking-Bulawayo Mall Service, and although liberal concessions

ve beon made in regard to an extension of the Contract time,

via the Transvaal. This is not a satisfactory state
of affairs, and I would now submit for the consideration of the



an
not best be served by a concentration of the Contractors! energies
I e Transvazl route

oute, a saving to the Company

¢ that Jameson had expresss

HDr Jameson confer
to the
disgturb

to Zeede

Duncan, in Salisbury,

b

asked me to lel the Pletersburg nmsil subsidised

Ironically it was the Raid that caused the svenitual demise of the
police in the country the Matabele rose in

introduced

-

O

ased in March, 1896 - not to be r



until 1902, Gwanda was the only postal asgency on thes route in
Matabeleland and the early history of this office is described below.

1 Na The contract was between the mpar nd Richerd
Ro istian Hendrick and Hauns Jac g Zecderberg
caz s under the sityle of Hollins and Zeederberg.
Tt on 1 fugust, 1894 and endure for two years,
us overed wagoneties on springs drawn by horses
or ip between Tuli and Bulawsyo was tinmed to
fo ~glg o] and a subsidy of £1600 per annum was payable
monthly i ie shurg for a contract weight of 80C 1bs nit
is further agreed and understood .... thalt the Cumwzpy is not
bound to provide or maintain a pont on the Limpono River nor
shall any delay ... oFf mails caused by the want or failure of a
pont ce.. be deesmed to excuse the Contractors from the fines....n
Clause 48 provided that .... "The Contractors hersby undertaks
to run a weekly passenger service hetween Tull and Victoria aﬁd
vice verss 1n eighiy-four hours during this dry
no subsidy shall be claimed or paid. This servi
continue 1 the Company has recelived one nmonth!
writis the Contractors of their intention to
no fines on this section.t

2 NA: CTL/L7/2/2. Telegram to Harris.

P ibid. Letter to Secretary, Cape Town dated 9 June, 189%4
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full story of the nmalls via the Transvaal
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5. Rhodesia Herald 10 August, 1894

6. NA: CTL/17/2/7

7. Rhodesia Herald 26 October, 1894

8. Rhodesia Herald 29 March, 1895

9. Na: FL/L/2

10. Wa: CTL/17/2/7 - covers this complete exchange of correspondence

znd notes.



