MASHONALAND VIA KHAMA'S COUNTRY

PART I : UP TO MACLOUTSIE

The "Cape to Cairo" thrust of British imperialism during the
latter part of the nineteenth century took many parts and required many
agents for its fulfilment. 4 The British South Africa Company was the
major force in Central Africa but Rhodes was not working alone and a
student of this period will become aware of the cooperation that existed
between the Company, the Cape government, the administration of British
Bechuanaland, the Imperial authorities themselves, the resident
commissioners in the Protectorate and the Trans-Protectorate, the
missionaries and even, on occasion, the rival companies, The only
groups excluded from the club were the Boer republics and those blacks

who, like Lobengula, did not feel the plan served their best interests.

An example of such cooperation is seen in the expansion of the
Bechuanaland posts in the late 1880's and early 1890's to meet the
requirements of Rhodes' pioneers assembling at Macloutsie in the far
east of the Protectorate and, later, when they settled on the Mashonaland
highveld, The early mails from the Protectorate were carried by private
missionary posts to Zeerust in the Transvaal and it was late 1887 before
Mafeking was connected to Kimberley by post cart and March, 1888 before
the missionary mails were taking this route. The Moffat runner route
was introduced in August, 1888 but partly supplanted in the latter part
of 1889 by the Bechuanaland Exploration Company's weekly mail and
passenger service from Mafeking to Shoshong using mules placed in the
Protectorate by the B.S.A., Company during their concession hunting trips
to Bulawayo. Within a month or two Khama had moved from Shoshong to
Palapye (Palachwe-Khamastown) and this became the terminus of the new
service. The main purpose of these mails was to serve Khama's country,
the Tati Concession and Matabeleland and they have been dealt with in

more detail in "Matabeleland - The Pre-war Mails'",

During 1890 the Pioneer Column formed at Macloutsie and, together
with a contingent of Bechuanaland Border Police, created a large and
entirely new population that required efficient mail services. They
were seventy miles from the Palapye mail terminus and at first the
Chartered Company organised its own mail connection. On 8 July, 1890

the Secretary at Kimberley wrote to the High Commissioner in Cape Town -
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"T have the honour to state (that) we are sending two Scotch
carts, with hood and seat to act as Post carts from Palapye

to Macloutsie, as Lt., Col. Pennefather informs us, that unless
this is done, the postal service between these two places will
completely break down, the mails being so heavy, and there
being only one old cart at the Colonel's disposal, for the

postal service.

(I ask) whether in view of there being a considerable number
of Imperial Police at Macloutsie, (the High Commissioner) will
sanction the Bechuanaland Government defraying a portion, say

one third, of the necessary expenditure.

We understand from Sir Frederick Carrington, that he has

(1d

addressed a communication on the subject to His Excellency.™

In later correspondence Pennefather indicated that while at Macloutsie
he "arranged with Khama a service of native despatch riders direct from
Palapye to Macloutsie; the men were not paid but got rations for them-

(2} oHis wes probably the start of the dual mail

selves and horses".
system that was used on other routes in future - despatch riders to
carry the important messages and slower post carts to move the routine

bulk mails,

One aspect which the Company had not foreseen was the reluctance
of their recruits to pay the Protectorate delivery charges, originally
introduced to subsidise the Moffat runner route. The charges were
still in force although the mails arrived at Macloutsie independently
of the Moffat service. To avoid the delivery charge the Company
police had their letters addressed to the Company offices in Kimberley
who were forced to bag the mails and forward them onto Macloutsie as
general freight. Kimberley became overburdened with these mails and
in desperation the Secretary wrote to Postmaster Moffat at Palapye on
19 July, 1850 -

"On the 10th instant I sent you the following
telegram which I now beg to confirm:
'Please from date, charge to Company postage on letters
and newspapers going to members of the Chartered Coumpany's
Police Force, that is, twopence per letter and penny per
paper. This applies to letters to and from, in effect

we will pay the Protectorate charge.!
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By Auvgust the Column was on its way and a Major Tye had been
appointed the Chief Commissariat t T

ransport and Fos
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was to fulfil his function from Tuli and bescame, effecitively, the couniry's
i

o, Now that the Company's forces are concentrated at

Tuli, and efficient postcarts have been sent up, we think the

should go direct from Palapye to Tuli and
1 i

and Border Pollce Camp at Matlaputls
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Short stages should be introduced with trotting oxen, and the

ar Police, and as the distance saved by avoliding

1

4
Matlaputla would be very inconsiderable
to Tuli should run as before via

Maybe His Excellency had failed %fo cover the reguestsed one third of the

costs of the new service and Rhodes was ready to sbandon the Imperial
police to their ocwn devices - before he thought bsitter of it, After
all, they had been stationed in this eastern corner of the Protectorate

as a back up to the Chartersed Conmpany's police and were to remsin as a

Meanwhile the Company’s telegraph system was moving north through
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Meseeeothe Telegraph line has reached a point some fifteen

miles beyond Palapye, to which town the telegraph line is
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now open for the convenience of the public.
By an arrangement made with the

B
Government our telegraph clerk there will alsoc b
T

1 e appointed
S . N , . . N , 53
Postmaster in return for thelr paying a portion of his salary.”
he was taking over from somecone who is now
nmost celebrated postmasters,

C £ &
authorities were prodded into it by Rhodes,
ew service had supplanted the Company post carts,
Palapye as the terminus 1

o
another story and the subject of ancthe

the Monda
Do neils left Macloutsi on

Thursday at 7 a.m. in the next wesk, and Cape Town on Sunday niggts
n




5/,

-

«©
] ] o
& o o ke’ D 4 T ¢ B Sy o
PO o] i O e W A SV« B & o £
e e o W0 b Kol ° ! b o el 4 W
B g0 4D PN S & SRR ) B = BT BN o =} ST S o =l
[N &] w o el o T ) s 4D 40 T R o T S oW o
oo o oA Py [y 8 w o o W oo L e R oo ol
R o oS o o ] O o=od o0 O 0 B § o w
B (ST o SN S (SR W T R I~ B = w0 [ O o3
ot wooe e 0 o @ 8 PR Y I o s IR R S, U m o w o w o« <1 £
o O mooo O e S e e) PR <] O o] ] a0 0w 0} ©
1] ® e L1 S W S PN (&M LOTINS 74 BENE & IS [N SR O G E e S o] ]
u ] D ooy mw L wooE o MO W g v 0
L | %) o oo o o ® Q0 4 e 0w O 4 42 L G S
o e 55w © e w0 n ao® W B 5o =okom = ° o
O B O K} o EET v B o S & N - o Py wow P o
[T = w0 4 L] ST /2 B L2 4 4 G = T T e K] L e
(I S oW K I - @ Pw O B2 ] $ 4D o3 R S
L O L S B | M© 2 = s S T s SR € B ¢ B 4 7y
w o Bl @ ® LA < s o] & (ST & TN O B T T o b o)
o Gl oo [ B 4] & 4> e AW o;m @ m
S I} ] @ W £ oot 0 o W [STNNS S R EE A oy
EX] 3 o B $q 0] fq W &) 0 O Eo RN 2o N o S VIR L S . W s B
4 pel e oo O D@ e £y © IR & T T SR Rt o .,
3 54 O [T S B s B = B 3 o 0w £ e &
Fea I B KSR SRS @ & o T o o BO®
v} I [= BN R~ E o B & W & moon W R = B | o2 W
- 4 SV =5 O 43 ] [+ 4 L (O o3 W
o) [ o] (e} Qe i o~ (ORI = = B e e} 0
s 0 TR S g o o R > o w0 @ R B 0w @
=" ) o QO e ¥ O $imd fg o SO R € B L ¢ [} 0o [}
o] £y £ (o T el e 4 O] £ [EEE o SR o B B VO ) @ 45 Gy
P © pin] Mmoo [T * TR N w R VB O B o uw pou] S G LT et Ny o
5] &) 5] B> (o TN B SRS ) © [} [E T e S 3 T o SN (o 0
jes % W e R B B o = ] <l [ I VI 1 ST R ®) [ o) (O]
jas] o4 Ly o S e} O [T S - T S PR o B ] w B e B <Y W e = v
5] o 6] s} Bt B [N T PR & TR T S ) w £ 2o SO [ o W
=1 e O e ® 4 B 4w o = &0 ~ ol mowmw B e w42
< T oy [ T O B (I S o B b = B ¥ © £ 4 W
(4] G @ (OB © w oS = W e Pt B 0] oI
R I V) s {51 B S O G B = T =4 e e jo) A3 O e
| o - o3 [SA T & B & 1 BT B o & ot o 4 8y e R0 =] o
e o0 0 o] o AT VR w S ¢ R A L =R e O n
=i Ay D $q 3 o B 4 L FET o) [ wl OO [ 4Py
O R I = S = R~ S - S SRR s B 1 2 b @) B Q Ry
TN " 4 [ ST e N~ T s T o o] P SR B Y n = ) i}
£ N o] [T I (1 BP R [ o IO NN - o ° =
Uy 43 . » B B S I S O ' K] & o 4+ vy M 4 o
<1 [V Y5 4 ) Y T I = R ST -+ [ [ [0} = 9] o
fiey i © 3 (4] {x; Soos BB MR @0 = R S T e B o v A G £
B4 (0 o ol o O i (I ST L A B B e~ R
O CE] o) [T B <o B\ SR s A &) (ORI s Y )
e 2] © Lo oo T« B s Gt o oo q & he
F TR CEE o} [ S e el o =W (I e o o
= B A4 [ R 43 e o o O B 4 s=od O e @ e
ric} LW == = D By O © SO [S I o] Moo oo Lowm s L0
28] Py [Ep TN = S = R S~ B SN S I S & S ¢ B °ooE O LT
= I [GRN L 0 §q o 4 £ & i o g
e . o} [ce] [ TR = < o~ [¢}] (] o o i ..z,,m 3 A e Ad
o el B0 R onD - ooy w
O v [ I SR S B o) ER T [o BN w B & R R0 B o fp
ERp— w LI S T R = B ) B [ RS T B [ St ]
s -+ o 42 L W Mmoo o by o G W
el 4 o oo [T = o & w4 L G e 42
el @ o TR T w S RS TR B S % by O el € Gt e ko] W
o &0 [ S B S T & S [ S 4 S SRR v SR v S o R b i « O
[ <t [OJEEEE Gy ooy 40 TE B 4 4 0 T G lsil = £
[ ook 0w
(O O mw e oW
o TR o N BN T - S - A
R I I T AR T ¢ S B R S
Q4w [ S el L
R - O N R B S ) Py el
@ ow Gy B B o= [on S R,



6/.

mails to the faster Transvaal route but there was even greater pressure
from Cape Town to keep the mails in Bechuanaland and away from the Boer
republics. The latter view prevailed - the Imperial authorities making
the point that they paid all the mail contract costs in Bechuanaland
although the Chartered Company was now receiving the revenue from the use

of its own postége stamps on outgoing mails. Money talked!

Meanwhile the Matabele war had been fought and Bulawayo occupied.
The decision was made to divert the Mashonaland mails from the Tuli
route to the Bulawayo-Charter route and Macloutsie's significance as a
mail terminus was to end. However the Chartered Company'iggi unable
to arrange a Bulawayo-Charter-Salisbury service before the Mafeking-
Macloutsfgxggﬁ;—uéfégziébaewai on 28 March, 1894 and it was necessary to
renew it. The Transvaal contractors boycotted the tender offer in the
belief that they could force the Mashonaland mails onto the Pietersburg-

Pretoria route and as a result the contract was re-offered to the Wirsings.

The Bechuanaland posts had been taken over by the Cape government
on 1 April, 1893 and the new contract was signed by French, the Cape
Postmaster-General. It was to extend for three years and provided for
the northern terminus to be switched from Macloutsie to Bulawayo on
1 August, 1894 - at which time Bezuidenhout's service would be ready to
take the mails onto Salisbury. After the switch Macloutsie would
receive its mails by a "light service" from the main line at Palapye.

There would no longer be an onward connection to Tuli.(lo)

Macloutsie's part in getting the mails into and out of Rhodesia
had ended but it was still to pla%,a significant role on the telegraph
side, particularly after the construction of the Mangwe-Macloutsie line,
The future routeing of Macloutsie's own small mails is really a Bechuana-
land story but it is of interest that the settlement was served by

(ll)and that the Chartered
(12)

runner from Tuli during the years 1897-1900
Company telegraphist acted as postmaster during 1898 and 1899.
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