SOUTH AFRICAN ENVELOPES

Airgraphs for Southern Rhodesia processed in Johannesburg were initially sent in the standard
South Africa envelope bearing the words AIRGRAPH FOTOBRIEF. Later a separate printing
of envelopes for Southern Rhodesia was done without the Afrikaans word FOTOBRIEF.

The first Airgraph to A Morgan was sent from Barry, Glamorgan on 11 SEP 42. The envelope
is dated Bulawayo on 10 OCT 42 - passage time of 29 days. The second Airgraph to Major L.
Creasy was sent from Birmingham on 1 NOV 43. The envelope is dated at Parcels Bulawayo
20 DEC 43 - passage time of 49 days.
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EAST AFRICAN ENVELOPE

The Airgraph service into Southern Rhodesia was mainly processed in Nairobi, Kenya, from late
1943 onwards. When the printing was done in Nairobi the standard Kenya, Uganda and
Tanganyika envelope was used. This one is cancelled at Bulawayo on 21 DEC 44.

The Airgraph (Great Britain 1944 Christmas) is addressed to Major L.E. Creasy and dated 30
OCT 44 at Caalford. Passage time was 52 days.




CHRISTMAS AIRGRAPHS - NORTHBOUND

InPostal Notice 23 of 1943, issued on 7 October 1943, the Acting Postmaster General announced
that a limited number of airgraph forms with Christmas greetings printed on them would be
available between 15 November and 4 December 1943 at all post offices. The surplus stock of

forms was made available for Christmas 1944.

The form used was the standard South African form (Keeton SA/4) and was probably overprinted
by the Government Printer in Salisbury.
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DEPARTMENT OF POSTS & TELEGR APHS
SOUTHERN RITODESIA.

Postal Norice No. 23 or 1943,

oV til tl
noxt or such carlier date if supply becomes exhausted,
A. T. HARPHAM,

Acting Pustmuster General.
General Post Office,
Salisbury.
Ttls Oetober, 1943, Gen. A. 1408/ 41

Printed for (he Government Statiopery Office by The Rhodesian
Printing and Publishiog Co., Ltd.. Salisbury.

Postal Notice for
Christmas 1943




CHRISTMAS AIRGRAPHS - SOUTHBOUND
Two examples of Christmas greetings Airgraphs sent south to Southern Rhodesia.

The one for 1942 is on a standard British form (Keeton GB/9) gives the history of the Pigeon
Post from Paris in 1870.

The 1943 Christmas greeting is one of many examples of illustrated Airgraphs for that year.
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My dear Alex,

% Here's wishing Hilds and you s Very Hapry Christmas

snd & Prospeéerous New Yeer,

How are you keeping? I hope you sre very much better,
1 hsve just come out of hosrital after snother spell of B weeks
E 3 during which I was twice on the table. These fistulas seem to »*
& be the very devil to heal. " ¥ine is st1ll discharging and the
£ operstions have been of no use.

Alex Cossar is back fror West Africa and 1 got a great
surprise when he walked into *he ward one afternoon. I thought *
hie was stil] in Sierrs Leone, He has a baby deughter. Peter
Wilkie was merried recently.

*

* Do you remember Charlie Campbell, the 1ittle shap next .
‘ door? He 1s & Lieut.Colonel. Gosh, hos time flies, He has a
son.

1 have resizned from the E.F.3. I had a nasty letter

* from Stevens hut he's a funny ohap. 7
-
All the best for now, Yours aye,
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CHRISTMAS AIRGRAPHS - SOUTHBOUND
Two examples of Christmas greetings Airgraphs sent south to Southern Rhodesia in 1944.

The first, on a standard British form (Keeton GB/19), is from the Recce HQ of 21 Army Group,
with the Polish badge and the greeting in Polish.

The second is one of many examples of the illustrated Airgraphs for that year (Stephen 44/8),
and, although sent to Major LE Creasy, is clearly not produced for the philatelic trade.




INDIAN CHRISTMAS 1944 GREETINGS AIRGRAPH FORM
Airgraph form printed in India (Keeton IN/46B), probably not processed as there was no service
to Southern Rhodesia from India, but paid for and passed censor - see copy of the back.
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CELEBRATORY AIRGRAPHS
Many Airgraphs were produced to celebrate significant events in the latter part of the war.
The Airgraph below celebrates the last day of the battle for the Abbey of Monte Cassino about
130 km south-east of Rome. On 18 May 1944 Polish troops of the 8th Army finally entered the
Abbey after the withdrawal of German forces. The monastery was virtually destroyed in the
fighting and by the bombing by the Allied air forces.

The Airgraph (Keeton GB/17) is addressed to Major L E Creasy. The date stamp is indistinct.




LAST DESPATCH OF AIRGRAPHS ON CLOSURE OF SERVICE

The last day of the Airgraph service to and from Southern Rhodesia and Great Britain was 31
July 1945

Airgraph (Keeton GB/16) to Major N Creasy from Norman Hill of Rotherham. This last
Airgraph from the UK is from the same address as the first known Airgraph sent to the UK on
the RAF concessionary service to ‘Miss Hill” in November 1941

Airgraph (Keeton SA/4) from Major L E Creasy in Bulawayo to Francis Field, who edited ‘The
Aero Field’, in Sutton Coldfield, England
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