Rhodesia; Double Heads
Printer's Shop Marks The Printer's Marks

¢ KS t NR y-plafeNEBrEswdreSatidRd for the first time in the Long Gash Il state of3885 Plate(There are
no marks orLG ) It is unclear what was the purpose of the marks from the printer's perspective. Inthe Double Head
period the marks were rengraved into different shapes from time to time for reasons that are not entirely clear,
although they may be associated with plate work. (Later, in the King George VI era, the shape of the marks were alwa
the same and on twaolour stamps, one plate (one colour) would produce the line of the mark, the other (in a different
colour) the dot, and the mark as a whole could then be used to check plate registry; but this is not the case with the Dc
Heads). Whatever their purpose for the printers, to the philatelist these marks are valuable for allocating stamps to the
specific printings.
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Positions 12 and 13and on all states except tidéo Gash Platextends north to Positions 7 or 8. Thewert NA y i S NI
Mark is locatecbetween Positions 42 and 4&nd on theNo Gash Istate of the plate (only) an additional line appears
above, between Positions 37 and 38. Both states oNbeGash Platshow only a dot (and no line) between 42 and 43.
The two pictures below show the location of both the upper and lower Printer's Marks on the three plates. (Note there
no mark between positions 7 & 8 &G | and it is only oNG llthat there is a Printer's Mark between Positions 37 & 38.)
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The Printer's Marks on the pictures above are a composite of all the different Printer's Marks. The following ps
contain pictures of the Upper and Lower Printers Marks. Where applicable the marks on Positions 7 / 8 and 37 / 38 hg
also been included.



Rhodesia; Double Heads
Printer's Shop Marks The Printer's Marks

On the5555 Plate four different sets of Printer's Marks appear, namely.&tll
(State2), LG ll(State3), MG ll(State5), andSG II(State8). Oddly these changes to the
Printer's Marksvere not made duringhe major overhaulintervals, i.e. they do not coincide
with the introduction of theMid Gash Short GashandHookgroupings respectively.

In the case of the first major overhaul, betwek® llland MG I(State4), the
Printer's Mark change came in the interval just after, i.e. betwig land MG 1l(Statesb &
6). In the case of the second major overhaul, which occurred bet@&ent Gash llihnd
Hook I(State9) printings, the change in the Printer's Marks came in the interval just before,
i.e. betweenSG I(State7) andSG llI(State8); nonetheless, the Printer's Marks can be very
useful in identifying a specific stamp, especially when the state of deterioration of the mark as
well as the mark itself is taken into account.

Both theTEand NG electroplatesshowearly andlate Printer's Marks, which are
called'TE I'(1-3) & 'TE 1I'(4-5) and'NG I'(1-4) &'NG II'(5-8) respectively.The subtle
differences in the deterioration of each marklustrated in the following pagesis also worth
noting, especially fading of lines, shrinking and deformation of the dot, and increase
(especially in the uppefEmark) of the gap between the dot and line. Note also that in the
lower TE llmark @-5) a longer line is imposed extending below the original and above the
dot.

The LoweThick Eat NA Y 1 SNR& al N] 2y t2anEi@mgad nHKknNo
TE 1l (4)which is the division betwe€eRE landTE Il. Thick Eatamps initially exactly
resembleMid Gashsource impressions on most positions unifeort Gashwith No Gash.
NotethatTEI(If & 1y 26y |a (GKS b/TESRVEI@GEWTEI 9 NX LINK y (
LINAYydGAy3a FNB {y26y & b5ANIE 2N CldzZ 6 ¢KAO]
In some quarters these terms are still in use.
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on flaws that appear during the use of this plate; they make it possible to assign a

chronological order to the different printings within tiido Gastgroup. NG llis the only

{GFrGS 2F GKS GKNBS LXIFGSa GGKFEG akKz2ga | t NRydSN

TheNo Gash Plate (an electyplated copy of SG lllvasimproved by
transfer roller die reentry before printing,resulting in stamps of very different appearance
from the Short Gashbut there was no overhaul of importance within tN® Gaslprinting
sequence. The roller die-entries can be seen from the tadle No Gash Roller DiNGRD
flaw sequence on Positions 3@, which is already present on the earlidgi Gash Printing
(2d RS&K1).
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(Positions 7/8 (but not LG | & NG) & 12/13)

2nd Electroplate known as
0KS Wb2 DI

: NGI  NGII
Creation of the (1-4) (5-8)
Q LI

. L

LGI LGl LGl MGI MGII SGI SGIi HK1 HKIlI  HKII

No |
t NAyli SNDREl |
Mark |

No |
t NAYIdSNDE
Mark ‘ L ]

1st Major Overhaul of the 5555 Plate
2nd Major Overhaul of the 5555 Plate

Creation of the
1st Electroplate known as
GKS WeKAO] [9FNR WX FGSo
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Printer's Shop Marks[ 2 8 SNJ t NA Yy U SNXa Q
(Positions 37/38 (NG Il only) & 42/43)

X NG NG Il
Creation of the (1-4) (5-8)
2nd Electroplate known as
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1st Major Overhaul of the 5555 Plate
2nd Major Overhaul of the 5555 Plate

Creation of the
1st Electroplgte known )
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Electroplate #2 No Gash Electroplate
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NG Il (6) Position 38-2d RSEH

NG | (2) Position 43- 2/- RSEC (v.2)

TE | (3} Position 43- 2d RSEA



