
¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ IŜŀŘ-plate Markswere added for the first time in the Long Gash II state of the 5555 Plate (There are 
no marks on LG I.)  It is unclear what was the purpose of the marks from the printer's perspective.  In the Double Head 
period  the marks were re-engraved into different shapes from time to time for reasons that are not entirely clear, 
although they may be associated with plate work.  (Later, in the King George VI era, the shape of the marks were always 
the same and on two-colour stamps, one plate (one colour) would produce the line of the mark, the other (in a different 
colour) the dot, and the mark as a whole could then be used to check plate registry; but this is not the case with the Double
Heads).  Whatever their purpose for the printers, to the philatelist these marks are valuable for allocating stamps to the 
specific printings.

¢ƘŜ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘ-plates.  The Upper tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ between 
Positions 12 and 13, and on all states except the No Gash Plate extends north to Positions 7 or 8.  The LowertǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
Mark is located between Positions 42 and 43, and on the No Gash II state of the plate (only) an additional line appears 
above, between Positions 37 and 38.  Both states of the No Gash Plate show only a dot (and no line) between 42 and 43.  
The two pictures below show the location of both the upper and lower Printer's Marks on the three plates.  (Note there is 
no mark between positions 7 & 8 on NG I, and it is only on NG II that there is a Printer's Mark between Positions 37 & 38.)

The Printer's Marks on the pictures above are a composite of all the different Printer's Marks.  The following pages 
contain pictures of the Upper and Lower Printers Marks.  Where applicable the marks on Positions 7 / 8 and 37 / 38 have 
also been included.
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5555 Plate & TE Plate No Gash I No Gash II

[ƻǿŜǊ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪ
Intersection of Positions 37, 38, 42, & 43

3837

42 43

¦ǇǇŜǊ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪ
Intersection of Positions 7, 8, 12, & 13
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On the 5555 Plate, four different sets of Printer's Marks appear, namely at LG II
(State 2), LG III(State3), MG II(State5), and SG III(State8).  Oddly these changes to the 
Printer's Marks were not made duringthe major overhaulintervals, i.e. they do not coincide 
with the introduction of the Mid Gash, Short Gash, and Hookgroupings respectively.  

In the case of the first major overhaul, between LG IIIand MG I(State4), the 
Printer's Mark change came in the interval just after, i.e. between MG Iand MG II(States 5 &
6).  In the case of the second major overhaul, which occurred between Short Gash IIIand 
Hook I (State 9) printings, the change in the Printer's Marks came in the interval just before, 
i.e. between SG II(State 7) and SG III(State 8); nonetheless, the Printer's Marks can be very 
useful in identifying a specific stamp, especially when the state of deterioration of the mark as 
well as the mark itself is taken into account.

Both the TE and NG electroplatesshow early and late Printer's Marks, which are 
called 'TE I'(1-3) & 'TE II'(4-5)  and 'NG I'(1-4) & 'NG II'(5-8) respectively.The subtle 
differences in the deterioration of each mark - illustrated in the following pages - is also worth 
noting, especially fading of lines, shrinking and deformation of the dot, and increase 
(especially in the upper TEmark) of the gap between the dot and line.  Note also that in the 
lower 'TE II' mark (4-5) a longer line is imposed extending below the original and above the 
dot. 

The Lower Thick Ear tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪ ƻƴ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ пнκпо ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ TE I (3)and  
TE II (4), which is the division between TE Iand TE II.  Thick Ear stamps initially exactly 
resemble Mid Gashsource impressions on most positions unlike Short Gashwith No Gash.  
Note that TE I (1) ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ϧ/ƭŜŀƴ ¢ƘƛŎƪ 9ŀǊά ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎΦ  TE I (2), TE I (3) and TE II 
ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ϧ5ƛǊǘȅ ƻǊ Cŀǳƭǘȅ ¢ƘƛŎƪ 9ŀǊά ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƭŀǘŜ ŦƭŀǿǎΦ  
In some quarters these terms are still in use.  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ No Gash Plates, NG I (on 1-4) & NG II 
(on 5-8ύΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ όƻǊ Ψǎǳō-ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩύ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ No Gash I & II States of the Plate are based 
on flaws that appear during the use of this plate; they make it possible to assign a 
chronological order to the different printings within the No Gash group.  NG II is the only 
{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ от ŀƴŘ оуΦ 

The No Gash Plate (an electro-plated copy of SG III) was improved by 
transfer roller die re-entry before printing, resulting in stamps of very different appearance 
from the Short Gash; but there was no overhaul of importance within the No Gash printing 
sequence.  The roller die re-entries can be seen from the tell-tale No Gash Roller Die (NGRD) 
flaw sequence on Positions 36-49, which is already present on the earliest No Gash Printing
(2d RSC-K1).

80

Rhodesia ςDouble Heads

Printer's Shop Marks - The Printer's Marks

.



Printer's Shop Marks - ¦ǇǇŜǊ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪǎ 
(Positions 7/8 (but not LG I & NG) & 12/13) 
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Printer's Shop Marks - [ƻǿŜǊ tǊƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪǎ 
(Positions 37/38 (NG II only) & 42/43)
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Thick Ear Electroplate: Positions 42/43
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