CHAPTER 12

AEROGRAMMES OF ZIMBABWE
FROM 1980 TO THE PRESENT

Following the Lancaster House Agreement, and a period of direct rule under the United
Kingdom, Southern Rhodesia attained Independence as the Republic of Zimbabwe on 18 April
1980. The existing services provided within the country continued after Indeppendead this
included the postal and telecommunication services provided by the Posts and
Telecommunications Corporation (PTC). That Corporation was supersedee Bgstal and
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority of Zimbabwe in September 2000.nis tefrthe
legislation that created that Authority, a registered compémbabwe Posts (Private) Limited
now trades under the name Zimpost and it is the company respdosiplestal servicen
Zimbabwe It is wholly owned by the Government of Zimbabwe.

After April 1980, the aerogramme stock then in existence comtittube sold by the
various post offices, until newly desigd forms were introducad July 1983. This featured
the redesigned air mail etiquette incorporating the PTC corporatealogjike its predecessors
no imprinted stamp was used. The following year two new aerogramme forms went on sale at
the post offices. There were two basic designs of this new aerogramme, the one showing
animals, especially giraffes, and the other scenes frosat&imbabweThese two forms
remained on sale for many years, and there were several reprints. In 1986 the PTC produced a
set of six aerogrammes, each of which had one large and three small coloured photographs.
The original printing was done by d&tlon Rinters (Private) Limited, and a second printing
was done by the same firm which by then had changed its name to Natprint (Private) Limited.
When stockswere eventualy exhausted neither the PTC nor Zimpost continued to sell
aerogrammes.

Both the Citizesd Advice Bureauand the Wildlife Society of Zimbabwe sold
aerogrammes which they cadge be overprinted with drawings or photographs. There was
also a series of four aerogrammes overprinted with tourist and Christmas scenes, but at present
it is not knavn who produce them.

The main source of aerogrammes, especially for tourists to Zimbabsve tivose
commercially printed by Tourism Promotions (Private) Limited (previously known as Big
Game Photography (Private) Limidedand more latterly by PhotosafdPrivate) Limited.
Those are dealt with in the section dealing with commercial aerogrammes.

As in many other countries, the introduction of social media, texting services and emails
has contributed to a dramatic decline in the use of aerogrammeshalXire.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mail
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwe

As acknowledged in ChapteriB respect of the aerogrammes of Rhodesia prior to
Independencehe information in this listing of Zimbabwe is basdahost entirely on the work
done by Geoff Brakspear, who prepared a digital illustrated listingeoféinogrammes of
Zimbabwefor use by members of the Study Circle. In preparing that listing Geoff had access
to the extensive collections of Dave Trathen &lalendhra Morar, as well as some smaller
collections | was given similar accesbly thanks are due to ahreeof them.



ZIMBABWE AEROGRAMMES

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION
PAR AUION AEROGRAMME
m = :
AEROGRAMME AEROGRAMME
AIR-LETTER

Arr mail etiquette14 | Air mail etiquette28 | Air mail etiquette29 | Air mail etiquette30
(with hyphen)

PZI ; g\r/Tg: BY HORIRAE Alirmail Par avion

Air mail etiquiette31 |  Air mail diquette 32 | Air mail etiquette33 | Air mail etiquette 34

" BY AIR MAIL BY AIRMAIL
PAR AVION | o

Air mail etiquette 35 |  Air mail etiquette 36 | Air mail etiquette 37

RHL Sheet size open: | 330 x 160 mm
Sheet size folded] 110 x 160 mm

Colour: Blue on blue paper.
Watermark: None
Folding: Folds lower third upwards, then two lower thir

upwards againn half then again in half fron = s
bottom. Three gummed flaps

Frame: None R
Printer: e
Issue date: —
Air mail etiquette:| Et i quett e 14 . Rhedesdldgso e

a flying Zimbabwe bird. There is a hyph( =
bet ween O6AIl ROI 6aAnMRA I6LLAE
Design details: No design. The instruction on the upper gumr
flap 6TO OPEN CUT A
FIRSTO in upper case.
Sender 8s name and ad:{(
four lines but not inverted on rear panel.
NOTE: This aerogramme was sold before
Independence in April 1980 and continued to
sold after that date.




ZW 1 | Sheet size open: | 330 x 160 mm
Sheet size folded] 110 x 160 mm
Colour: Blue ink on light blue paper.
Watermark: None
Folding: Folds lower third upwards, then two lower thir =
upwards againn half then again in half fron
bottom. Three gummed flaps
Frame: None i)
Printer: P
Issue date: July 1983
Air mail etiquette: | Etiquette28. Two wavy arrows (part of PTC &
logo)outlinedi n bl ue rect ang e
MAIl L/ PAR o hEsbutlined in
' i ght blue above arr (
in blue belowblue rectangle.
Design details: No design. No instructions where to affix
stamps.
Senér 6s name and addr ¢
lines.
ZW 2a | Sheet size open: | 299 x 212 mm
Sheet size folded] 100 x 210 mm
Colour: Light blue ink on white papewith lighter blue
overlay on top two panels of the front.
Watermark: None
Folding: Folds lower third upwards, then two lower thir
upwards againin half then again in half fron
bottom. Three gummed flaps
Frame: None
Printer:
Issue date: September 1984
Air mail etiquette: | Etiquette 29Two wavy arrows (part of PTC
logo) outlined in whitein light blue rectangle,
with O0BY Al R MAdnkwo hasi
outlined inwhite above arrows and
0 A E ROGR A M Nhthtdbluealroveblue
rectangle.
Design details: No instructions where to affix stamps.
187 mm between white side sections
Lineabove OSECOMNDIImMALD
right 123 mm, gap between lines 77 mm.
lllustration in grey of Victoria Falls in the
background and a giraffe, a lion and a buffalo
the foreground.
Sender s name and iged(
lines.
ZW 2b As above except:

198 mm between white side sections
Line above 06SHONMD, F(

right 119 mm, gap between lines 79 mm.




ZW 2c

As above except:

198 mm between white side sections

Line above 06 SHE€3BMD, F(
right 117 mm, gap betweemés 79 mm. The
lines do not meet by 2 mm and there are grey
circles at the junctions.

ZW 2d

As above except:

198 mm between white side sections

Line above 0 SHEO3MD, F(
right 117 mm, gap between lines 79 mm and
there are grey circles dtd junctions.

This comes as a preased aerogramme.

ZW 3

Sheet size open:
Sheet size folded
Colour:

Watermark:
Folding:

Frame:

Printer:

Issue date:

Air mail etiquette:

Design details:

299 x 212 mm

100 x 210 mm

Light blue ink on whitepaper with lighter blue
overlay on top two panels of the front.

None

Folds lower third upwards, then two lower thir |

upwards agairin half then again in half fron
bottom. Three gummed flaps
None

1 May 1986

Etiquette 29Two wavy arrows (part of PTC
logo) outlined in whitein light blue rectangle,
with o6BY Al R MAdnkwo MAsk
outlined inwhite above arrows and

0 A E RO GR A MNbBtdhlueaboveblue
rectangle.

No instructions where to affix stamps.

198 mm between white side sections
Lineabove O0SECOMNDI4AmMAOL D
right 118 mm, gap between lines 79 mm.
lllustration in grey of the dam wall at Lake
Mutirikwi (formerly Lake Kyle) in background,
with the Zimbabwe bird, the Conical Tower at
Great Zimbabwe and an impala in the
foreground.

Sender 8s name and iged (

lines.

AEROGRAMME




ANALYSIS OF THE POST OFFICE
19831986PICTORIAL AEROGRAMMES




The Posts and Telecommunications Corporation produced four sets of aerogrammes,
each having four small colour photographs and one large colour photograph of scenes around
Zimbabwe. The first set (listed as ZW 4edff) consisted of six scenes of tourist attractions in
the country, issued in 1986 and printed by Mardon Printers. The second set (listed as ZW 5a to
5f) consisted of six scenes of wild animals in Zimbabwe, issued in 1986 and printed by Mardon
Printers. e third set (listed as ZW 6a to 6f) had the same photographs as the first set, but was
issued in 1989 and printed by the renamed Natprint. The fourth set (listed as ZW 7a to 7f) had
the same photographs as the second set, but was issued in 1989 addogrtheerenamed

PICTORIAL AEROGRAMMES PRODUCED BY THE PTC

Natprint. Each of the twelve aerogrammes had the following characteristics:

ZW 4
ZW 5
ZW 6
IWN 7

Sheet size open:
Sheet size folded
Colour:
Watermark:
Folding:

Frame:
Printer:

Issue date:
Air mail etiquette:

Design details:

221 x 151 mm

110 x 151 mm

Blue and red on white glossy paper.

None

Folds in half. Gummed on three sides on insid
address panel.

Alternate blue and red parallelograms.
Mardon Printers (Ry Ltd 1 later renamed
Natprint (Pvt) Ltd.

1986 or 1989 (see above)

Etiquette30. Two wavy arrows (part of PTC log(
outlined in white in
MAI L/ PAR AVI ONO6 on t
white above arrows 4
blue belav rectangle.

Series of four smaltolour photographsn the
bottom oftheaddress panel (details below).
One hkrge colour photograph on back panel
details below).

OPOSTS AND TELECOMM
CORPORATION, ZIMBABWE © (either 198
or 1989) 6fprnterdn black imedovihe
large photograph.

Sender 6s address on g
in black with no lines

The large photographs on ZW 4 and ZW 6 are:

a. First Street Mall, Harare
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Eastern Highlands, Chimanimani
Great Zimbabwe
Victoria Falls

Lake Kariba

Worl dés Vi

ew, Matopos



The large photographs on ZW 5 and ZW 7 are:

a. Leopard

Waterbuck, Mana Pools

White Rhinoceros, Hwange

Elephant, Hwange

Lion, Hwange

Hippopotamus and Crocodile, Gonarezhou
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FROM. FIRST STREET MALL. MARARE

The four snall photographs oBW 4 and ZW 6 are

Palm trees, Main Falls at Victoria Falls, Game viewing on Lake Kariba, Great Zimbal




The four snall photographs oW 5 and ZW 7 are

Tiger fish, Zebra, Buffalo, Elephant

The large maltogra a

ZW 4a and ZW 6a ZW 4b and ZW 6b
First Street Mall, Harare Eastern Highlands, Chimanimani

FROM. FIRST STREET MALL, HARARE FROM EASTERN MIGHLANDS, CHIMANIMANI

ZW 4c and ZW 6¢ ZW 4d and ZW 6d
Great Zimbabwe Victoria Falls

VICTORA FALLS



ZW 4e and ZW 6e ZW 4f and ZW 6f
Lake Kariba Wor | d o dMatapose w,

LAKE KAFBA FROM: WORLD'S VIEW, MATOROS

ZW 5a and ZW 7a ZW 5b and ZW 7b
Leopard Waterbuck, Mana Pools

FROM:

LEOPARD. FROM: WATERBUCK, MANA POOLS.

TER

ZW 5c and ZW 7c ZW 5d and ZW 7d
White Rhinoceros, Hwange Elephant, Hwange

FROM: WHITE RHINOCEROS, HWANGE ‘FROM: ELEPHANT. HWANGE




ZW 5e and ZW 7e
Lion, Hwange

FROM:

ZW 5f and ZW 7f

Hippopotamus and Crocodile, Gonarezhc

LION. HWANGE

WILDLIFE SOCIETY OF ZIMBABWE

WSZ 1 Issued before 1980see Rhodesia item WSR
i use continued after Independence
WSZ 2 | Sheet size open: | 330 x 160 mm

Sheet size folded]
Colour:
Watermark:
Folding:

Frame:

Printer:

Issue date:

Air mail etiguette:

Design details:

110 x 160 mm

Blue on blue paper.

None

Folds lower third upwards, then two lower thir
upwards againn half then again in half fron
bottom. Three gummed flaps

None

+ 1983

Etiquette 14. Stylis
of a flying Zi mbal
MAI L/ PAR AVI ONO®6 in
OAEROGRAMME/ Air LETT
below i all in blue ink. There is a hyphe
bet ween OAIl RO 6aAnMRA I6LL
On the top pael on the front in black the logo
(a kudu male in a circle) and the wording
OWI LDLI FE SOCIETY OF
underneath.

On centre panel in b
Kop Nature Reserve, Mutare, Zimbabwe, to
help in their fight
On lowerpanel black and white photograph ¢
three young el ephant
calves at Cecil Kop Nature Reseiv&u t a r
No instruction where to affix stamps.
Sender s name and ad
four lines.

Form RH L




