
CHAPTER 11 

AEROGRAMMES OF ZAMBIA  

 

 The Crown Colony of Northern Rhodesia was granted independence on 24 October 

1964 and became the Republic of Zambia. At the dissolution of the Federation, postal services 

were resumed by the General Post Office and that responsibility continued after Independence. 

Many of the aerogrammes used during the Federal period continue to be used in Zambia, and 

details can be found in Chapters 4 and 7. 

 

 In January 1968 the country adopted a decimal currency. Under the new currency 2 

kwacha was the equivalent of £1 sterling. 100 ngwee made up 1 kwacha. Because of depressed 

copper prices and an ailing economy, Zambia experienced hyperinflation during the 1980s. 

 

The functions of the General Post Office were passed in 1975 to the Post and 

Telecommunication Corporation (PTC), a statutory corporation owned by the Government, 

whose motto was óItôs You We Serveô. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Original PTC corporate logo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Revised PTC corporate logo 

 

 

In September 1985 unstamped aerogrammes were available from the PTC at 25n for 

pictorial ones and 6n for plain ones 

 

In July 1994 the Post and Telecommunications Corporation was split into two separate 

entities, Zamtel (Zambia Telecommunications Corporation Limited) and Zampost (Zambia 

Postal Services Corporations Limited). Zamtelôs mandate was to concentrate on 

telecommunication business. Zampost was to deal with all postal matters. 

  



 
Zampost corporate logo 

 
Ψ½ŀƳōƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳnΩ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƭƻƎƻ 

 

 

To promote tourism in Zambia the postal authorities issued a series of aerogrammes 

under the logo óZambia in the sunô. These are listed below as ZAM 17 to ZAM 20, although 

the listing is clearly incomplete and may need revisiting in the future. The different forms 

are readily distinguished as follows: 

 

ZAM 17 On blue paper, the stated printer being Dai Nippon Printing Co. Ltd, Japan 

Stated to have been printed by authority of the Postmaster-General 

ZAM 18 On blue paper, the stated printer being Monterey Printing, Ndola 

Stated to have been printed by authority of the Postmaster-General 

ZAM 19 On white paper, the stated printer being Senefelder, the Netherlands 

No statement as to the authority of the Postmaster-General 

ZAM 20 On white paper, no statement as to the name of the printer 

No statement as to the authority of the Postmaster-General 
 

 
 

More recently, Zampost has reintroduced pre-paid aerogrammes for both international 

and domestic services. 

  
 
 
 
 
 

50K stamp showing 
violet backed sunbirds 
used on international 

aerogrammes (ZAM 21) 
(SG 724) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

300K stamp showing 
olive sunbird used 

on domestic 
aerogrammes (ZAM 22) 

(SG 729) 

 

 

 The information provided to date on the aerogrammes of Zambia would tend to indicate 

that there are further unlisted aerogrammes issued since 1964. Some of the detail required in 

respect of the known aerogrammes is incomplete. These deficiencies will be added to the listing 

when further information is available. 



ZAMBIA AEROGRAMMES  

 

 
Air mail etiquette 8 
ΨbΩ ƻŦ Ψ!±LhbΩ ƻǾŜǊ Ψ¢9Ω 

 
 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 9 

 
 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 22 

 
 
 
 
 
Air mail etiquette 23a 

 
 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 23b 

 
 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 25 
bƻ κ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ψ!±LhbΩ 

 
 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 26 
Iŀǎ ŀ κ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ψ!±LhbΩ 

 
 
 
 

Air mail etiquette 27 

   
 

 

ZAM 1 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

Design details: 

239 x 195 mm 

121 x 98 mm 

Blue on light blue paper 

None 

Left half folds inwards and then bottom half 

folds upwards on dotted lines. Two gummed 

flaps. 

None 

McCorquodale Printers Ltd, England 

24 October 1964 

Etiquette 8. BY AIR MAILô outlined in light 

blue in a blue banner, and below on three lines 

óPAR AVION / AIR LETTER / 

AEROGRAMMEô. The N of óAVIONô is over 

the óTEô of óLETTERô. 

Issued on Independence Day 1964. 

No imprinted stamp.  Text óAffix/Stamp/hereô in 

three lines on to right of front panel. 

Illustration of a native drummer in blue, with 

wording on three sides óZAMBIA / 1964 / 

INDEPENDENCEô. 

Instructions against enclosure on rear panel, in 

two lines, ending with a full stop after 

óORDINARY MAILô. 

Senderôs name and address is horizontal with 

three lines. 

 



ZAM 2  

 

 

 

 

Issue date: 

As above but with an illustration of a Makishi 

dancer in blue. óZAMBIAô above dancer and 

óINDEPENDENCE / 1964ô on two lines under 

the dancer. 

 

24 October 1964 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZAM 3 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

 

Design details: 

239 x 195 mm 

121 x 98 mm 

Blue on light blue paper. 

None 

Left half folds inwards and then bottom half 

folds upwards on dotted lines. Two gummed 

flaps. 

None 

McCorquodale Printers Ltd, England 

24 October 1965 

Etiquette 8. óBY AIR MAILô outlined in light 

blue in a blue banner, and below on three lines 

óPAR AVION / AIR LETTER / 

AEROGRAMMEô. The N of óAVIONô is 

between the TE of óLETTERô. 

First anniversary of Independence 1965. 

Illustration of map of Zambia showing the 

Independence Monument, a lion, Victoria Falls 

and Kariba Dam. 

No imprinted stamp.  Text óAffix/Stamp/hereô in 

three lines on to right of front panel. 

Instructions against enclosure on rear panel, in 

two lines, ending with a full stop after 

óORDINARY MAILô. 

Senderôs name and address is horizontal with 

three lines. 

 

ZAM 4 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

Design details: 

178 x 296 mm 

178 x 101 mm 

Blue on light blue paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Three gummed 

flaps. 

None 

 

1975? 

Etiquette 22. óBY AIR MAIL/PAR AVIONô in 

two lines in blue box. óA£ROGRAMME/AIR 

LETTERô in two lines under box. 

No design. Senderôs name and address with six 

lines of dots. 

 



ZAM 5  As above ZAM 4 above. Printed on left front, in 

blue ink, the badge of the Zambia Post and 

Telecommunications Corporation. 

Senderôs name and address horizontal with six 

lines of black dots. In blue óEnclosures not 

permittedô. 

Issue date not known. 

 

ZAM 6 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

Design details: 

150 x 312 mm 

150 x 108 mm 

Black printing on light blue paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Three gummed 

flaps. 

Thin black line box. 

 

 

Etiquette 23a (in black).  óBY AIR MAIL/AIR 

LETTERô outlined in two lines in black block, 

and underneath óPAR AVION/ 

AEROGRAMMEô in black without block. 

No design. On top right is an oblong box 39 x 

21 mm shaded with black dots to show where 

stamp should be placed. 

Senderôs name and address horizontal with five 

lines. 

 

ZAM 7  Overprinted on aerogramme ZAM 6 above. 

Black rectangle with dots to indicate where the 

stamp is to be placed. 

Next to etiquette in blue a depiction of the Trade 

Fair steeple and óZambia Trade Fairô. Under 

etiquette in blue a circular logo depicting the sun 

and contained in it the words óZambia in the 

sunô. 

On lower front panel, in blue, a depiction of a 

Serval and a Night Ape, the Trade Fair Steeple, 

and a Spring Hare. In a circle the words 

óNATIONAL TRUNK DIALLINGô. 

óOVERPRINTED AT THE G.P.O. STANDô. 

 

Date of issue 7 July 1969?  

  



ZAM 8 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

Design details: 

150 x 312 mm 

150 x 108 mm 

Blue printing on light blue paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Three gummed 

flaps. 

No frame 

 

 

Etiquette 23b (in blue).  óBY AIR MAIL/AIR 

LETTERô outlined in two lines in blue block, 

and underneath óPAR AVION/ 

AEROGRAMMEô in blue without block. 

No design. No dotted box for the stamp. 

 

ZAM 9 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

Design details: 

150 x 312 mm 

150 x 108 mm 

Blue printing on light blue paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Three gummed 

flaps. 

None 

McCorquodale Printers Ltd, Wolverton 

 

Etiquette 24.  óBY AIR MAIL/AIR LETTERô 

outlined in two lines in blue block, and 

underneath óPAR AVION AEROGRAMMEô in 

one line, with no block. 

No design. Five lines for address. 

Senderôs name and address horizontal with five 

lines. 

 

ZAM 10  As above for ZAM 9. Printed on left front, in 

blue ink, the badge of the Zambia Post and 

Telecommunications Corporation. 

Senderôs name and address horizontal with five 

lines. 

Issue date not known. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



ZAM 11 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

Design details: 

 

 

Dark blue ink on blue paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Three gummed 

flaps. 

None 

McCorquodale Printers Ltd, Wolverton 

 

Etiquette 24. óBY AIR MAIL/AIR LETTERô 

outlined in dark blue box and underneath in light 

blue óPAR AVION AEROGRAMMEô in one 

line outside the box. 

Badge of the Posts and Telecommunications 

Corporation Limited in dark blue with name 

underneath on two lines in blue. 

 

ZAM 12 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

Design details: 

 

 

Blue ink on blue paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Three gummed 

flaps. 

None 

McCorquodale Printers Ltd, Wolverton 

 

Etiquette 25. óBY AIR MAIL/AIR LETTERô 

outlined in light blue box and underneath in light 

blue óPAR AVION AEROGRAMMEô in one 

line outside the box. 

No design. Name of printer of middle panel. 

Senderôs name and address horizontal with five 

lines. 

 

ZAM 13 : As for ZAM 12 but with the badge of the Posts 

and Telecommunications Corporation Limited 

in blue with name underneath in one line printed 

in blue on the address panel. 

 
ZAM 14 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

Design details: 

 

 

Blue and red ink on blue paper. 

 

 

Alternate blue and red parallelograms. 

 

 

Etiquette 26. óAEROGRAMME/ PAR AVION/ 

BY AIRMAILô in blue ink on two lines with a 

forward slash on second line. 

No design. 

 



ZAM 15 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

Design details: 

210 x 297 mm (A4) 

210 x 101 mm 

Blue and red ink on white paper with blue 

overlay on the inside. 

None 

Two side panels which fold inwards and then 

bottom half folds upwards. Single gummed flap. 

Alternate blue and red parallelograms. 

Senefelder, Purmerend, Netherlands 

 

Etiquette 26. óAEROGRAMME/ PAR 

AVION/BY AIRMAILô in blue ink on two lines 

with a forward slash on second line. 

óAffix/Stamp/hereô in blue in upper right. 

On lower front is a colour photograph, the three 

known types being: 

a. The Kariba Dam 

b. Barotse women 

c. Hotel Inter-Continental ï Lusaka 

Senderôs name and address under picture with 

three lines. 

See below 

    

ZAM 15a 

 

ZAM 15b 

 

ZAM 15c 

 
  



ZAM 16 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

 

Design details: 

210 x 297 mm (A4) 

210 x 101 mm 

Blue, bright green and bright rose ink on pale 

green paper. 

None 

Folds in thirds from bottom. Single gummed 

flap. 

Alternate bright rose and bright green 

parallelograms. 

? 

?   

Etiquette 27. óBY AIRMAIL/AIR LETTERô in 

two lines outlined in blue box; óPAR AVION 

AEROGRAMMEô on one line in bright rose 

under box. 

On top front panel in green 

óAffix/current/postageô in three lines in box. 

On the middle front panel adjacent to the address 

panel.is a coloured photograph. The known 

scenes are: 

a. Victoria Falls (Eastern Cataract) (next to 

senderôs name and address) 

b. Kuomboka Ceremony, Mongu-Lealui 

(underneath senderôs name and address) 

c. Elephant ï South Luangwa National 

Park (next to senderôs name and address) 

d. Bush Buck - Kafue National Park (next 

to senderôs name and address) 

See next page 

  



ZAM 16a 

 

ZAM 16b 

 
 

ZAM 16c 

 

 

ZAM 16d 

 

  



ZAM 17 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

 

Printer: 

 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

Design details: 

259 x 208 mm 

130 x 97 mm 

Red, blue and orange on blue paper. 

None 

Two side panels which fold inwards and then 

bottom half folds upwards. Single gummed flap. 

Alternate bright rose and pale new blue 

parallelograms. 

Dai Nippon Printing Co. Ltd, Japan 

? 

Etiquette 26. óAEROGRAMME/ PAR 

AVION/BY AIRMAILô in blue ink on two lines 

with a forward slash on second line. 

óZambia in the sunô series. Logo in orange circle 

with a depiction of the sun on main address 

panel. 

On top front panel in blue óAffix/Stamp/hereô in 

three lines with no box.  

On lower front panel a coloured photograph 

with a caption. The only known scene is: 

a. óKasaba Bay has some unusual 

attractionsô (elephant) 

On middle panel óPrinted by authority of the 

Postmaster-General Zambia Permit No. 2.ô 

Printed vertically on the left side panel next to 

the address panel óPrinted in Japan. Dai Nippon 

Printing Co. Ltd.ô 

Senderôs name and address horizontal under the 

picture with three lines. 

 

 

 

See below 

 

 
  



ZAM 18 Sheet size open: 

Sheet size folded: 

Colour: 

Watermark: 

Folding: 

 

Frame: 

 

Printer: 

Issue date: 

Air mail etiquette: 

 

 

Design details: 

259 x 208 mm 

130 x 97 mm 

Red and blue on blue paper. 

None 

Two side panels which fold inwards and then 

bottom half folds upwards. Single gummed flap. 

Alternate bright rose and pale new blue 

parallelograms. 

Monterey Printing, Ndola 

? 

Etiquette 26. óAEROGRAMME/ PAR 

AVION/BY AIRMAILô in blue ink on two lines 

with a forward slash on second line. 

óZambia in the sunô series. Logo in orange circle 

with a depiction of the sun on main address 

panel. 

On top front panel in green óAffix/Stamp/hereô 

in three lines with no box.  

On lower front panel a coloured photograph 

with a caption. The known scenes are: 

a. óA visitor to the Lodge at Kasaba Bayô 
(elephant) 

b. óBuffalo South Luangwa National Parkô 

c. óZebra Kafue National Parkô 

d. óLions are plentiful at Kafue National 

Parkô 

e. óStay at Hotel Mosi-Au-Tunya Inter-

Continental and see the Victoria Fallsô 

(hotel swimming pool) 

f. óHotel Inter-Continental Lusakaô (front 

of Hotel) 

On middle panel óPrinted by authority of the 

Postmaster-General Zambia Permit No. 2.ô 

Printed vertically on the left side panel next to 

the address panel óPrinted in Zambia by 

Monterey Printing, Ndolaô. 

Senderôs name and address horizontal under 

photograph with three lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See next page 

    

  



ZAM 18a 

 

ZAM 18b 

 
ZAM 18c 

 

ZAM 18d 

 
 

ZAM 18e 

 
 

 

 

 

ZAM 18f 

 
(White colour of scan not correct) 

 

 


